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blQBi|Ajli ftjfMln of Utfoij vhlriiiioorcb 

■nd 



r jMiKl utOi^.^ Itwoiddfailwt: ^ ^ 
wMMit OTorjT ciilBMdiitttkRlooQMiaflbtliMy 
WBflted or other, prodtiwd dWipifihw! ladi- 
di In Tftiloiit ftationforUii. 
b Jdianoii, the PntideDt of iheUniled States 
nariba, in his <* Rotes on IHnania,*' thus speaks 
liver to tiia assertion of the Abbi RajnaC tnat 
nnlea has not yet produced one good poet, one 
asathematiclan, one man of e^o™*: ^ >i single 
n a sim^ science.**— >* When we Aail llafeezlst- 
l as a nalioo,*' says Mr. J. •< as loqg as the Qreelu 
bafiMre tliey jproouced a Homer, the Romans a 
fU the Fiench aKacine and YOhaire, the Endish 
lakeqseare and Blihon, should tills rniroacn be 
true, we will inquire torn what unfdendhr causes 
u proceeded, tmu the other countries 4)f Europe 
quarters of the earth shall not have mseiibed any 
e in the niU of poets, lawarwehavepsoduced 
^asfafaigloii, whose memory wffl be adored while 
ty shslu httve votaries ; whose name will triumph 
tine, and will in future ages asnone its jusi 
on among the most celebrated worthies of the 
Id, when that wietched philosophy shall be for. 
m which would arrange him among the degene 
w of nature. In physics, we have produced a 
I, than whom no one of the present age has 



Si riUlllVia* 



}r produced. The Essays of tins great « 

e of the best proofs we can adduce of ) 

3ndent abilities ; and America claims the 

ed Franklin, a man who has not left his e^ 

nd him, and whose Life and Writings are i 

3t of the follownig sheets. 

To say more in ^is place of our Author, w 

iticipating what is hereafter mentioned: 

lerefore only be necessary to add, that du 

on has been paid in the selection of such of 

uctions 88 may be adapted to general perus 
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LIFE 

DR. FRANKLIN. 



EAB ION, 

ATI amused mymHf whb coUeetfaig soon lilUe 
btes of mj fiimily. Tou mi^ lemember toe 
riei I made, when you were with ma m Sn§' 
among such of my lelaticns as wars than ttv* 
and the jouiney 1 undertook for that purpose. 
) acquainted with the particohurs of my paxaat- 
nd me, many of which axe unknown to you, I 
r myself will afibxd the same pleasure to you as 
. I diaB relate them upon paper: it wiliho an 
■Me emidoyment of a week's unintenoptcd 
e, which I premise myself durinc my nment 
ment in the countiy. Tliere are also other mo- 
wluch induce me to the undertaking. From the 
1 of poverty and obscurity, in which I drew my 
reath, and spent my earlnst years,! tiave ndsed 
f to a state of opulence, and to some degree of 
ity in the world. A constant |ood fortune has 
led me through every period of life to my pres- 
Ivanced age; and my descendants may be de- 
I of leaminc wliat were the means of which J 
use, and inmich, thanks to the assisting lumd of 
denee, liare proved so eniinendy sueoesstul— 
may also, sliould they ever be piaead hi a s'- 
situation, derive some advartage from my nar- 

len I reflect, as I frequently do, upon the ftlieltY . 
B enjoyed, J sometimes say to myfd{,lib«Xli«i% 
brnmdbtraff I would engagje to rwv ti^wv^tewi 



remembrance more durable, commit them ti 
ig. by ilius emp^oyiii^ myself, [ shail yield ti 
nclinatioR, go na!tiixal m old men, to talk d 
selves and their exploits, and may freely ibikni 
or.., "A iiiiout temg jtiresome to those who, fnn 
ct to my a^ mijht think themselves obliged t 
. tc roe; as they will be at liberty to read mo o 
s tliey ploase. In fine^-«nd I may as woU arw 
ice nobody would Iwliove me were I to deny it- 
11, peiiiaps, by this employment, gratify my van 
Scarcely, indeed, have 1 ever heard or read tt 
duciory pluase, ^^Imay soy wiOwut vanity,*^ hi 
) striking and characteristtc instance of vanii 
immediately foUowec^ The gimerality of mi 
vanity in others, however strongly they may I 
ured with it themselves : for mysell, I pay oIm 
e to it wherever I meet with it, persuaded that 
ivantagpuua, as well to the mdividual whom 
fiwSj OS to those who aro within Uie sphere of : 
lence. Of consequence, it would, in many caa 
be wholly absurd, that a man slmuld count 1 
ity among the other sweets of life, and give than 
'rovidence for the bles^ng. 
Tid here let me with all humility acknowledeo tl 
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n to me, as to so roan^ others. My futun 
mknown but to Hhn in whofcc hand b our 
d who can make our very afflictioDS wb- 
our benefit 

ay uncles, desirous, like myself, of collect- 
ites of our fiunily, g^ve me some notes, 
1 1 have derived many partKulars req>ect- 
^stors. From these 1 leani, that they had 
« same village ^Eaton, in Northamptoa- 
Q a freehold of about thirty acres, nr the 
east of three hundred years. How long 
«i(*.ed there, prior to that period, my imcle 
aable to discover; probably ever snce the 
of surnames, when they too& the appella- 
nklin, which had formerly been the name 
ular order of individuals.* 
Cy estate would not have sufiiced for their 
i, had they not added the trade of black' 

roof that Franklin was anciently the coiumoo 
order or rank in Knf^land, cee Judg^e Forteique, 

Ugutn Anglitt, written about the year J412, in 
e K>llowinc pactage, to ibow that good juries 

be formed in any part of Eng .and : 
XUR ilia, ita respersa refertaque ttipotttuoribut 

affontm, quod in ea villula tarn parva reperih 
in qua non est mile$, armigtrt vel pater-familias, 
n^anlritfiTulgaritur nuncnpatiir, magnis ditatus 
BS, nco Don libere tenenteset alii ra/^fi plurimi, 
nils tofficientes, ad faciendum juratam, in forma 

)r, the tame country is so filled and replenished 
menoe, that therein so small a thorpe cannot be 
in dwelleth not a knight, an esquire, or such a 
as is there commonly called a franklin^ en- 
great possessions ; and also other freeholders and 
in. able for their livelihood to make a jury ie 
Bntioned.*' Old TVaiuIafum. 

rw>. calls his country-gentleman % franklin ; and, 
»ing his good housekeeping, tbur cbaracttrtzei 

>rth7 franklin bore apvise of silk 
) bis girdle, white ai wvnuBr nUk; 
of the shire, first joitiee at tir 



Joitiee 
the poor, the doubtful to aivitt. 
mployments, generous, jusU Iw |CoV\% 
i*d (or GoutUiy, by all btWf*d. 
1 * 



1 



hat 1 was ine y uuu^vai. -^ 

le CaiTiily, counting five generatioiis. My gra 

itf Thomas, was ^m in 1598, lived at Eaton 

>ias too old to continue his trade, when he teti 

anbury, in Oxfordshire, where his son John, \ 

a dier, resided, and with whom my father y 

rentjced. He died, and was buriecl ihete: 

his monument in 1758. His eldest son liv«( 

family house at Eaton, which he bequeathed, v 

kuid belonging to it, to his OfoW dau^ter; m 

concert with her husband, Mr. Fisher, of WeD 

oujgh, afterwards sold it to Mr. Estead, the pre) 

iprietor. 

VTy grandfather had four surviving sons, Thoi 
tm, Benjamm, and Josias. I shaU give yoa i 
rticulars of them as my memory wiU fumishf 
ving my papers here, in which you will find a i 
nute account, if Uiey are not lost during my 
nee. 

Thomas had learned the trade of a blacki 
ider his father ; but, possessmg a good natuta' 
srstandins. he improved it by study, at the sol 
m of a gentleman of the name of Palmer, wh< 
: that time the f^ncipal inhabitant uf the villagf 
^r, «»n.«ourased, in l^Le^ manner, all my uno) 
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a. The recital that was made us of his life and 
lacter, by some aged persons of tlie villa^ struck 
^ 1 xcmen^r, as extraordinary, lh)ni its analog^' 
f hat 3rou knew of myself ^* Had he died," said 
, ** just four years later, one might have supposed 
ansmigration of souls." 

ohn, to the best of my beheld was brought up to 
trade of a wool-dier. 

ienjamin served his apprenticeship m London to 
Ik-dier. He was an mdustrious man : i renioai' 
him well ; for, while I was a chilci, lie johied m v 
ler at Boston, and lived for so^ne years in Uie housi' 
b us. A particular afSsction had always sal)sistc<i 
ween my father and him , and I was \v< god-son. 
arrived to a great age. He left beliind him twn 
jto volumes of poems in manuscript, coasist'uig of 
e fugitive pieces addressed to hJs friends. Hehui. 
snted a sliort-haad, which he taught rne,bur, hav- 
never made use of it, i have now furgoitcn ii. 
was a man of piety, and a constant attendant oi; 
best preachers, whose sermons he tvink a pleasun 
vriting down according to the expedito'^' method 
lad devised. Many volumes were thus collected 
lim. He was also extremelv fend of politicks : to(» 
3h 80, perhaps, for his situation. 1 lately ftvjii'; 
.«ondon a collection which he had madt; of all thr 
icipal pamphlets relative to public al&iis, from 
year 1641lo 1717. Manf volumes aro wantin;;, 
ippears by the series of nmnbers , but there siili 
am eight in folio, and twenty-four in qnaurto and 
Lvo. The collection had fallen into tlie hands of 
cond-hand bookseller, who, knowing n*e by hav- 
sold me some books, brought it to me. My uncle, 
terns, had loft it behuid on his departure for Ameri- 
about fifty years ago. 1 found vaiious notes of 
writing m the margins. His grandson, Sai'inel, :s 
' Uv'iog at Boston. 

iir humble fiimily had early embraced the Refoi* 
ion. They coin'ained faithfully attached during 
reign of Queen Mary, when they were in danger 
einsmolested on account of their zeal ag&ii'ist po- 
r. They had an English Biole, aa\OL, \!c^ ct^vvuQ^. 
le mare 69curely,jhey conceived ti» ^tc^wX^^ 



ifoxe. f had this anecdote from my uncle Be 

whole &raily meserved its attachment to t 
. of En^and tul towards the close of the reij 
rles n. when certam ministers, who had b« 
I as ncuiconfiarmists, having held conrenticl 
hamptonshira, they wete joined by Benjaro 
aas, who adhond to them ever after. The n 
amily conthiued in the episcopal chuich. 
ather, Josias, married eany in liie. He wet 
Ls wife and three children, to New-£nglan 
be year 1682. Conventicles being at that tin 
ted by law, and frequently disturbed, son 
rable jiersons of his acquaintance determini 
America, where thtnr hoped to enjoy the fti 
i of their religion, and my ftther was prevaih 
:companv tlicm. 

ithai had also, by the same wife, four childrc 

America, and ten othecs by a second wii 

m all seventeen. 1 remember to have se< 

seated together al his table, who idl arrive 

i of maturity, and were married. I was tl 

the sons, and the youngest child, exceptir 

ighters. I was bom at Boston, in New-£n| 
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8 in &nuliar veise, agreeably to the taste of the 
and the countiy. The audior addresses himttlf 
governors for the time being, speaks for libolyof 
ience,and in fiivour of the anabaptists, quakers^ 
:>ther sectaries, who had sufiered persecution, 
is persecution he attributes the wars with the 
SB, and other calamities which afflicted the coun- 
igarding them as the judgments of God in pun- 
tnt of so odk>u8 an orfeiKe, and he exhorts the 
nment to the repeal of laws so contrary to 
ty. The poem appeared to be written with a 
f freedom and a {deasing simplicity. 1 recollect 
IX concludine Imes, thou^ I have forgotten the 
- of words ^the two firsl; the sense of which 
that his censures were dictated by benevolence, 
hat, of conpequence, he wished to be known as 
uthor; because, said he, I hate from my very 
lissimulation. 

From Sherbum,* where 1 dwell, 

I therefore put my name, 
Your friend, who means you well, 

rETES VOLG£R. 

' brothers were all put apprentices to different 
?. With respect to myseu^ I was sent, at the 
if eight years, to a gramraar-schooL My father 
led me for the church, and already regarded 
) the chaplain of nvp famihr. The pnnnptitude 
which, from my innucjy, 1 had learned to read, 
do not remember to have been ever without this 
rement, and the encouragement of his friends, 
issured huii that 1 should one day certainly bc- 
a man of letters, confirmed him in this design, 
ncle Benjamin approved also of the scheme, and 
ised to give me all his volumes of sernxms, writ* 
,s I have said, in the short-hand* of his {inven- 
if 1 would take the pains to kam it 
imained, however, scarcely a year at the aanu 
chool, although, in this short interval, I^hadrisen 
the middle to the head of my class, from thence 

* Town Jo the iiland of 'S«A\.uc\ft\« 



school for writing and arithmetic, kept by a 
."ge Brownwellf who was a skilM master, 
eeded veiy well in his profession by emplo 
le means only, and such as were calculate 
lurage his scholars. Under him, I soon acqi 
ixcc^ent hand; but I failed in arithmetic 
e therein no sort of progress. 
t ten 3^69X8 of age, i was called home to assis 
er in his occupation, which was that of soap-t 
tallow-chandler; a business to which he 
ed no apprenticeship, but which he embrace 
urival in r(ew En^and, because he found his 
: of dier, in too bttle request to enable hi 
ntain his fiunily. I was accordingly employ 
ing the wicks, filling the moulds, taking ca 
^op, carrying messages, &c. 
?his business displeased me, and 1 felt a f 
lination ibr a sea lite ; but my father set his 
inst it T?he vicinity of the water, how^ev^r, 
frequent opportunities -of venturing mysf^lf 
)n and witlim it, ant'V.: ^goon acquired the s 
immhig and of managing a boat. When en* 
with other children, tlie helm was common 
ted to me, particularly on difficult occasions : 
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peifbei quagmire. MrpnvosalwMto erect a wlisif 
' Ural sbould afibrd us firm fboting; and 1 pointed ou'. 
10 my cornponioiiB a lorgfl be^ of stonea, iniended 
Jot the huililtng a new toase near the marsh, and 
which werewdl adapted IhriHii puipoee. Acccrd- 
iD^y, when the nockmeD retited in Ike erening, 1 
asscmbJed a number of my plaj-felloweT and by la- 
bauiing diligently, like ajiu, 9ometin»B Ibur of us uni- 
ting our smngth to cuiy a. ungle Menu, we remoTcd 
them all, and coDnructed oui little tpt.j. Tbe work 



» tuipiiBed & 
niivhicii hai 



., ._-D had been oonveyedto ouiwhail, 
[nquiries wen made le^iectiDs the aiithoia of this 
conTejnncej we were diBcovered; cemplainte were 
exhibited against us; and many of us underwent 
eoirection on the part of cur parents ; and though I 
ItRDuously defended the utility of tha wo^ my ft- 
Uiei at leiiglh convinced me, chat nothing which was 
not eiriclly honest could be useiiil. 

It will not, peibape, be uninteiesting to you to know 
...I,— — . .t my j^ijier vug. He had an ex- 



Is liesigtied with a degree of neatness, 
and knew a little of music. His Toico was sonomus 
and agreeable; M that when he saiig a psabn or 
h^n, with the accompaninienl of his riolin, as vas 
hiB frequent pmctice in on evening, when the labours 
of the day wen finished, it was truly delirinliil lu 
hear him. He was vaned alio in mechoi&B, and 
could, upon occaifcn, lus the tools of ■ vaiiety of 
liadec But tus gnatest excelleitce wai ■ lound un- 
deistanding *nd toUd judEnient, in mUten of pru- 
dcDca, bod) in public andprtTBie lift. In tbe former, 
indeed, he never engaged, because hiinunieious fami- 
ly, and the mediocrity of hia fintuue, kept him unie- 
mitlingly empl<^red in the duties of his piofeseion. 
Bui I wril lemembet, that tbe leadlnc men of ihc 
place used frequently to coma and ask bis ac 
■pecting the alMn of the town, <n of tha cl 
which be belonged, and that they paid muc 



uiv cuiiuuci o: lue. ne never taiRea ox 
wlilch appeansd upon the table, never 
whether they were well or iU-dressed, of 
bad flavour, hJdi-seasoned or otherwise, 
or inferior to wis or that dish of a sin 
Thus accustomed, firom my infiuicy, to tlie 
attention as to these objects, I have been p( 
gudless of what kind of food was before i 
pay so little attention to it even now, that i 
a hard matter for me to recollect, a few ho 
had dined, of what my dinner had consiste 
travelling, I have particularly experienced 1 
tag9 of this habit ; for it has often happene 
be in company with persons, who, navir 
delicate, because a more exercised taiste, h 
ed in many cases considerable inconvenienc 
as to myself, I have had nothing to desire. 
M^ mother was likewise possessed of ai 
C(»istitution. She suckled all her ten child 
never hea^xl either her or my fiither comph 
other disorder than that of wMch ihey die 
ther at the bjeb of eighty-ieven, and my 
eighty>five. They are buried tdgpther a 
where, a few ^art a^ I placed a marble 
orave, with this inscrmtion : 
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' children. Lei tlus examplii, leader, encourage tbee 
( diligently to diechaige tho duties cf thy calling, and 
' to lely on the support of Divine Providence. 

*' He was pious and prudent, 

*< Slie discreet and virtuous. 

'Their youngest wn, firom a sentiment of filial duty* 

** consecrates this stone to 

»* their memory." 

I perceive, by my rambling digressions, that I am 
;rowing old. But we do not dress for a private cum- 
»any as for a foniial ball Tiiis deserves, perhaps, 
be name of ne|;iigence. 

To return. I thus continued emplojred in my fVi- 
her 5 trade for the space of two years Tthat is to bay, 
ill I arrlvcil at twelve years of age. About tlii> 
inie iny broUier John, who had served his appreii- 
iccship in London, having quitted my father, and 
leiiig married and sctded in business on his own 
bccount at Rhode Island, 1 was desdnod, to all ap- 
learance, to supply his place, and be a candle-inakcr 
in my life ; but my dislike of this occupation con- 
inuing, my &ther was apprehensive, that, ii' a more 
igree^le one were not oflered me, 1 might play the 
ruant aiid eseav>c to sea ^ as, to his extreme mortiti- 
:at'ion, my broUier Josias iiad done. He therefore 
ook me sometimes to see masons, coopers, braziers, 
oincrs, and otlier mechanics, employed at tiieir work ; 
n order to discover the bent of my inclination, and 
ix it, if he could, upon some occupation that might 
etain me on shore. I have since, in consequence of 
licse visits, derived no small oleasure from seciiiiL; 
ikilful workmen handle theur tools, and it has uroved 
»f considerable beneht, to have acquired tliercby 
ufiicient knowledge to be able to make httle thiii<;s 
or myself, when i hav<) had no mechanic at hand, 
aid to construct small machines for my cx{)eriments, 
vhile tlie irlea I have conceived lias been fresli and 
(trongly mipresse<l on my hnagination. 

My father at length decided that J should be acut< 
er, and I was placed for some days ui^ovi \iv3\'^\^\ 
ny cousin Samuel, son of my uuck li^iC^iMoiw, ^^V^^ 



rocure. I wae paruo^..^ ^ 

C voyages. Mv first acquisititm was ouu 
lection in sinaU sepaiate ▼olumes. Then i 
ds sold in crder to ouy a historical coUectin 
xton, which consisted of small cheap vdumei 
ng in all to about forty or fifty. Mr fiithei^ 
iraiy was principally made up of books ol 
d and polemical theology. I rtadtheaea^ 
t of thein. I have once oAen regrettocC tfaa 
.le when I had so great a thirst for knowled^ 
Jigible books liad not foUen into my hands, a 
then a point decided that 1 should not be edr 
for the church. There was also among my ft 
books, Flutarch*8 Lives, in which I read cff 
iy, and I still regard as advantageoudy er 
i the time I devoted tu them. I found besidt 
rk of De Foe*s, entitled an Essay on Prniec 
which, perhaps, I derived impressions thatm 
influenced some of the principal events of 

f inclination for books at last deteimmed m}[ 
to make me a printer, though lie liad alrcac 
in that profcraioD. My brother had retui 
England in 1717, with a press and types, ii 
" ' ~ '»»intinK-hou8e at Boston. ' 




n book Lad been 



bmiber. I had turn nn oppoitunkjof prociiring tm- 
tet bookK Tin acquainiance I neccssanly fonneit 
with booksellers' appivuticfls^ enabled me lo bon^v 
■ Totunifl »nr uiii inen, winch I never lailed to it- 
turn punolually ami wiihoul Injury, How oftBn has 
it bsppeiUHl IQ inelo pasetliegreateipiLnof Ihi 
in rtaiUiie by ny bed-sidet whon thA bc-'~ ' ~ 
tenl ma m the eranin^, and wsi u be . 
ncitt ronmbvi ImI it mi^jt be missed or wanted. 

Al length Mr. Hutlhew Admci, on in^nious uadeB- 
maii, vho had a hanHsorne collection of oonia, and 
nbo bHiuentedoiirptiniing-taouBo, uwk notice of me. 
fis invited me la see hia libraiy, and had the good- 

1 tlWD took a ntange iaacy for poetry, and composed 
sental littlo pieces. My brother, ttunking be might 
End h'B aecouni in it, encouraged me, and engaged me 
to write two balteda. One, culled the l.ight-houae Trri- 
gedy, coniained an account of th« sbipwreck ofCajh 
tain Wortntlake tuid Wis Mo daughtera: the otnet 
WW a railOT** long on the captuie nf the noted pirate 
called Ttaeft, or Bhck-biari. They were wretched 
Tenee in point of nyle, meis bliudmen'9 ditties. 
Wheu prmled, he despatched me about town to sell 
tham. The GiaC had a pn>di^ouB run, becEiuw the 
_j ...J ...-J. a great noise. 



My ranity was flattered by li 
fether cliected my exultation, by ridiculing my pro- 
doctinns, and tolling me that veraifierB were always 



1 thin escHped the misfortune of being 9 very 
ttrelched poet. Gut as the ^ulw of writing prose has 
been nf greni service to me in the ccHiise of my life, 
and ptmcipally cootiibuled lo my advancemen^ l 
diall relate by what niediis, situated as I was, I ac- 
quired the ■natl tkiU I niay pcasess in thai way. 

There wai iu the town another young man, a gteiit 
Isvei of books, of the nan.e of .lohn Collins, with 

eneaged in dispute, and were indeed lO fendof aigu- 
jnmtatiaii, that nolfaing was so agieeable to ub aa n 
w»r <rf words. This conleniious teinpor, I would oh- 
Mtm by llM by. Is in da 
hMtlt, anit Beqianay n 



lip is inrtispeuBotw.^ 
lading, while I lived with my miuv^, . . 
ious controFersy. I have since remaiked, t 
;f sense seldom fall into this exior; lawyer^ 
jf universitle. , and pejrsons of every profeM 
cated at Edinbuigh, excepted. 

Collins and I fell one day into an aiguine 
tive to the education of wcmien ; namely, wl 
was proper to instruct tiiem in the scienc 
whedier they were competent to the study, 
supported the negative, and afiOrmed that 1 
was beyond their capacity. I maintiuned tt 
site opmion, a little perhaps for the pleasur 
puUng. He was naturally more eloquent 
woids flowed copiously firom his lips; and fi 
I thought myselt vanquished, more by big ' 
tlian by the force of his aiguments. We ' 
without coming to an agreement upon this j 
as we were not to see each other again for f 
I committed my thoughts to paper, made a 
and sent it to him. He ansvrered, and 
Three or four letters had been writtnn by ( 
my father chanced to light upon my {>ape.' 
them. Without entering into the merits o 
^~>rAfi the opportunity of speaking 

"«» observed, tr 
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to imitate it With this view I selected some of the 
^kapere, made short summaries of the sense of each 
period, and put them for a few days aside. ] then, 
mthout looking at the book, endeavoured to restore 
the essays to their due form, and to express each 
thoueht at length, as it was in tiie ori^nal, employ- 
io^ & most appropriate wo^ds that occurred to my 
mind. I dfterwarns compared my Spectator with thu 
or^nal ; I perceived some faults, which I corrected 
but I found that I wanted a fund of words, if I may 
vo express myself, and a facility of recollecting and 
employing them, which I thought I sliould by that 
tfane have acquired, had I continued to make verses. 
The con^usd need of words of the same meaning, 
but of different l&sngths for the measure, or of different 
sounds for the rhyme, would have obliged me to seek 
for a variety of synonymes, and have rendered mc 
master of them. From this belief, I took some of the 
tales of the Spectator and turned them into verse ; 
and, after a time, when I had sufficiently forgotten 
them, I again converted them into prose. 

Soinetimes sdso I mingled all my summaries toge- 
ther ; and, a few weeks al^T, endeavoured to arrange 
them in the best order, before 1 attempted to form the 
periods and complete the essays. This I did with a 
view of acquiring method in the arrangement of my 
thoughts. On comparing, afterwards, my perfonn- 
ance with the origmal, manv faults were apparent, 
which I corrected; but I had sometimes the satisfac- 
tion to think, that, in certain particulars of little im- 
pcntance, I had been fortunate enou^ to improve 
the order of thoueht or the style ; and this encoura^d 
me to hope that 7 should succeed, in time, in writmg 
decentfy in the En^sh language, which was one of 
theceat objects of my ambition. 

The time which I devoted to these exe.xises, and 
to n^adhig, was the evening after my day^s labour was 
finisbed, the morning before it began, and Sundays 
when I could escape attending J)ivine service. While 
I lived with my rather, he hsul insisted on my punc- 
tual attendance on puUic worship, and 1 still indeed 
conndered it te a duty, but a duty which I (hought I 
had no time to pnctise. 



mx animal loou v.^ . 
fin flcolded for my singularnv. « ^ 
ide in which Tiyon pnpaied some of hii 
fticulariy how to boil potatoes and rice.ai 
iity puddings. I then said to my brotba 
3 would allf^ me per week half what be j 
iy board, I would undertake to maintaia 
Che offiur was instantly embraced, and I soo 
hat of what he gave me I was able to sa 
rhis was a new Amd for the purchase of 
and other advantages resulted to me from tl 
When my brother and his workmen left the f 
house to go to dinner, I remained behind, t 
patchmg my frugal meal, which frequently f 
nf a biscuit only, or a slice of bread and a f 
raisins, or a bun from the pastiy-cook^s, wit 
of water, I had the rest of the time, till thf 
for study; and my progress thcrem ^vas pre 
to that clearness of ideas, and quickness ( 
tion, which are the fruit of temperance m 
drinking. 

It was about this period that, having cr 
put to the blush for my ^orance in the a 
Jation, which I had twice fruled to leai 
' ^ 'ook Cocker's Treatise of Arif 
'^ ""ith the utmost < 
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le iMthbd. Ctaamied lo a „ 
lb tlui BiodB of dinuting,) adopuid It, 

X blunt cnnrntjicrinw, wid direct aiid 

jiodtin wpmmt, 1 uaunadlhBcluuBctaia/B liutri' 
UeDMMiODU. Ttaepnusalnf SbklUwij ami Co!- 
Um mmI mada ma a aatpSia : and, beiiic pnrioutly bo 
u to many ilcBtimia of CbriMbni^, libund Soc>o- 
ta^ mathod to ba bo^ tba nfctt te temil, ai wall 
01 Um moM cmbamniBg M tboM t^inrt ii4iam 1 
rinployed it.' It aoaa attnded me ui0ilai phatuR ; 
I inceaaotl; pnutind it ; and became veiy adroit ii^ 
cbtuniDB, «ea bom psnons of nrpniot undaisliuicl- 
iiig, conc«iuani of which thay did not Saetee llit 
c'ODECipencft Thus I inTolvad thsio in difficiillirs 
froni which tbcy wen onahk toeiukale ibamFRtvct, 
iirid soinetimea obtained viclorie*, wtiicb neillivr tii> 
laiise nor my anumenls merited. 

This metliod loontinued loemployfiiraoine ycats: 
Imt 1 aAeiwardf alandooed it 1^ degiecii, itiaiuiii" 
unlf Uio habll of eipicBsiDg myself witli nmlcst dif- 
fidence, and never making use, when 1 advenceil siiy 
pn>poBition which might be conmirerlediOf iKe word^ 
rertainiy, undmblidly, or any otlio™ which mislit 
tive Ihc appearance of being obsiinaiely aitaclieii Ui 
my opinion. 1 talhei taid, lunafine, Imppobe.oi'il 
appears lo me, that luch a thing is bo or ^ fbi ujch 
und euch leaaODBi ,ar it is bo, if 1 am not oiiEialieii. 
'I'liiB hahil lias, I tliinli, been of considerable advnii. 
inge 10 me, when 1 have Iiad occseion to iinprccj iii} 
in>mioD on tha minda of otheiB,and persuade Ihein [r- 
tne adoptioDof tbemeasuTea t have fuggesied. Atut 
rince the chief audi of eonieisalion are, in mtbmi oc 
(3 b« infcnned, to pleaM or to persuade, I could wi^i 
that bitallJKnl and weU-meaidng men would nu 
■bennelTM dimiiufh the powei Ih^ posseis of lieing 
iiiefid, by apodtire and pma. 
.._-_,__ ., ,_^ whfcb K 



iMiiig tbein)dT«9, whfeb Kaicely eve 

It the beacet, and ii onlycalculalMl 
podtlon, and (k ~ 
cuhyof ({leech 
if ysu wiA to infmn, a poiiliTa and doginaticat 
inanner of ■dvanetog yout cqiiiUoEi tnvj fiVsuVe cait-. 



W8. " Pope judiciously ooawrv coy 

Men must be taoffbt as if 70a taught them not. 
And thio|^ unknown propoaed as thiqgs forgot. 

id in the same poem he afterwards advises 
To speak, though sure, with leemiog diffidence 

e misht have added to these lines, one tha 
Kipted elsewhere, in my opinion, with less pi 
is thus: 

For want of modestj t» want of lenie. 

r you ask why I say with less propriety, I n 
ou the two lines together : 

Immodest words admit of no d^enee^ 
For want of decency is want of tense. 

^ow, want of sense, when a man has the ni 
:o be so circumstanced, is it not a kind of e 
want of modesty f And would not the vei 
been more accurate, if they had been co 
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Marance in America, and was entitled the **Ne\v 
cngfaind CouranL" The only one that existed before- 
was the ** Boston News Letter.** Some of his frici <l:. 
1 remember, would have dissuaded liim from thib un- 
dertaking, as a thing that was not likely U' eticcetj i : 
a sinsle newspaper being, in their opinion, sufliciL-iit 
fiyr all America. At present, however, in 1771, t eic 
are no less than twenty-five. But he carried his >^r« 
iect into execution, and I was emp)o}'ed in distri- 
buting the copies to his customers, after having assists : 
in composing and woiking them off. i 

Among his friends he had a number of literary 
characters, wtio, as an amusement, wrote short essay <-* 
fur the paper, which gave it reputation, and increa5e(i 
the sale. These gentlemen frequently came to on 
house. J heard the conversation that passed, and tii^ 
accounts (hey gave of the favourable reception of ihei :- 
writings with the public. I was tempted to try my 
hand amonz them ; but, being still a cnild as it v;p.i*\ 
I was fearful that my brother might be unwilling lo 
pxintin his paper any performance of whicli hcshoulf/ 
know me to be the author. 1 therefore contrived to 
di^;uise my hand, and having written an anonymous 
piece, I placed it at night uiK^r the door of the prin< - 
ing-house, where it was found the next morning. My 
brother communicated it to his friends, when tl.cy 
came as usual to ^eo him, wlio read it, commeiuelf 
uix)n it within my hearing, and I had tho exqujcitc 
pleasure to find that it met with their approbation, 
and that in tiieir various conjectures they made re- 
specting the author, no one was mentioned who di.i 
not enjoy a hish reputation in the country for talmt.*! 
and ^nius. f now supposed myself fortunate in iny 
judees, and began to suspect tliat they were not suctk 
excellent writers as I had hitherto supposed them. 
Be this as it may, encourage by this liitle odvcntuie* ' 
I wrote and sent to press, in the same way, many 
other pieces, which were equally approved : kecpin'^ 
the secret till iny slender stock or information an* 
knowledge for such performances was pret^ com- 
pletely exhaiuted, when I made myself known. 

My bruther, upon this discovery, bean to cntertaii- 
.a little mno leneet for me ; Int besUU re?tr<ied uvvi> 



Ml mj lavour. But niy brother v> 
often had recourse to blows, a cir 
took in very ill part This save 
>.' treatment contributed, I believe, 

■; mind diat aversion toarbitmry po^ 

I ' my whole life, i have ever preservcc 

m ship became insupportable to me, 

{ sighed for an oppcntunity of shoru 

I length unexpectedly ofTercd. 

' ; An article inserted in our paper, 

; cal subject which I have now fbig^ 

:o the Assembly. My brother was t> 
I oensured, and ordered into confmen 

because, I presume, he would not dif 
i was also taken iip, and exanimed 
i oil ; but, though 1 gave them no i 

•L contented themselves witl) rcprima 

dismissins me; considering me proba 
quali^ of apprentice, to keep my mi 
I The impnsonment of my brodici 

t - entmcnt, uotwithstandmg our privai 

ing its continoanoe, tlie managen^je 
t was entrusted to roe, aid 1 was bold 

some pasQuinades against the goyen 
\y pleased mv kw.«u— - > " 
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te SoBH pmpoMd to erade the order, b^ ch 
; fUtUe of the paper: but mj brother forwein^ 
ifenincei that would result uom this step, tlioi 
better that it should in future be phnted in 
ne of BeDvunin Franklin; and, to avoid the c 
e of the Aaembly, who might chaige hhn w 
IprintiDg the paper himaelf^ under the name of 1 
motfee, it wae resolved that my old indentui 
jyid be given up to me, with a fiul and entire di 
Ige written on the back, in order to be produce 
Ml an emeigency : but that, to secure to my brothr 
benefit of my service, 1 should sign a new contrac\ 
odi Aoidd be kept secret duriug the remainder oi 
I term. This was a very shallow arraogeraent. Ii 
11, however, \;arrted into immediate execution, ami 
> paper ccmtiiiued, in consequence, to make iis ap- 
uance for some months in my namt'. At lenstli a 
IV difbrence arising between my brother aiidf nic, 
entured to take advantage of my liberty, presuni- 
that he would not dare to poduce the new con- 
vt It was undoubtedly dishonourable to avail 
«lf of this circumstance, and i reckon tliis action 
me of the first eirors of my lifts ; but 1 was little 
ible of estimating it at its true value, embittered 
y mind had been by the recollection of the blows 
'received. Exclusive of his passionate treatment 
t, my brother was by no means a men of an ill 
tr, and perhaps ni^r manners had too much im- 
ence not to anord it a very natural pretext 
en he knew that it was my determination to quit 
e wished to prevent my finding employment 
ere. He went to all the printing-houses in the 
md prejudiced the masters against me ; who 
ngly refused to employ me. The idea then 
'4 itself to me of gomg to New- York, the near 
in which there was a printing-^fiice. Farther 
1 confinnec* me in the design of leaving Bos- 
re I|had already rendered myself an object of 
. to the govemiiig party. It was probable, 
arbitary proceedings of the Assembly in the 
ny brother, that, by remaining, I should soon 
1 exposed to difficulties, which I baA \3da 
Mon to a/>/>rciiend, as, ton nv^ insteBrax 



uiKicrtooK lo .«... 

sage with a captaiu of a i\ew . 

he represented me as a yoiuig man of his 
ance, wlio had an affi&ir with a girl of bad 
whose parents wished to compel me to man 
oi conseqiieiica 1 could neither make my af 
nor go on publicly. 1 bold part of my boo 
cure a small sum of money, and went pi 
board the sloop. By iavour of a good win 
myself in thiee da3rs at New- York, neariy t 
drcd miles ."rom my liome, at the age otuy 
fcen years, without knowing an individu 
place, and witli very little money in my pot 
The inclination 1 iKid felt for a sea-farii 
entirely subsided, or 1 bhould now have t> 
gratify it; but, having another trade, and be 
self to be a tolerable workman, 1 hesitatec 
my services to the old Mr. William Hradfo 
been the first printer in Pennsylvania, but 
the province on account of a quarrel ' 
Keith, the covernor. He could not give 
incnt himself, having little to do, and aire 
persons as he wanted ; but he told me 
printer at Philadelphia, had lately lost 
— 'wjrrnan, Aquila Rose, who was dead. 

K« »>«»iieved tliat he 
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f ttia foie-lopi saved hiin, and dioir bim aa board. T)il° 
Iminenion sobered hug a liilie, m Ibal ha IeII a^eep, 
aflei having talien froin hia pockei a ifoliiinfl uliidi lie 
nqusiled metu diy. This volume I found lo be my 
tfld ikmuiile nrork, Buiijon's Hlgiun, in Uuich. a 
binutiful unpresaion dd liiie paper, irilh coppec-platn 
■qgivrinB; adiOEain which I nadnercr seen it mils 
ni^nil biiguai^. I hava iinr-e learned that il has 
bgutiarulatcd into tlmooi all Ih 

ne giealcst kpieail. Han 

X mode ol wriung very 
ihe reailir, who in iha iii»i mietcstiiig 

compauy, aud [iraaenl nl [he cnaversaticiti. i)e I' oe 
kas imitDicd ii wnh cuccees in his Bolunsan (.'m^oe, 
his Moll Flandera, and iilhur works ; ai, aiia Richard- 
bon in. Ilia I'annila, die. 

In approaching lli> bland, ire (bu>id ihat we had 
nude a part of the cohjI wlieia it was not poiable lo 

the rockT sliore. Wa can [incho( nod vaored ilio ca 
hie lawaidi the ihore. Some men who stood upon the 

pan;biitlhe windwassohigh.andiiiewave^soiioisy, 
thai wB could neither or us hilar each oMier. Thert 
«MIMn*cUM«eiipoiitha bank, and ve called out 
MilHM,*>x) mad* aifiu CO pmail on theni to come 
and lake us up; Uileiltwi lliejdid not um^eieland us, 
or Ihej doeined our request tn.praoticalile, and with- 
dnw. Night caine on, and nolliing remained lor us 
but to wait quietly ilie stibaiding of the wind; till 
nhSDiWB determuied, thai is, ibe pilot and 1, to sleep 
if pusaiUe. Fur that purposo we went beluw the 
haicbaa along with ihr PiiIRhman, who was drenched 
iviUi water. Thesea broke nver Uie boat, and reach- 
•d u«in wir rslmat sothatweweie presently as com- 
phtdy <)renci~.od as he. 

We had very Utile repose during Ibu whole n^t; 
I but Iba wind abating the next day, wo succeadoi n^ 
r rawtiing AmbojbeftMViiW'UiiukjaftiBttwini^'^Bssf 
t a(li)ii/i/AwmvAAouttii:oTigians, andv'tftivAa^w 



miles to walk, in order to reach Burli 
wu told I should find passage-boats tl 
Tey me to Philadelphia. It rained 1; 
day, 80 that 1 was wet to tlie skin. 1 
fiitigued about noon, I stopped at a ps 
J p^sed the rest of the day and the w 
cimiing to regret that I had quitted my 
Besides so wretched a figure, that i w: 
be some runaway servant. Tlu« I dts 
questions that were at^ed me ; and 1 
every moment in danger of beiog tak) 
The next day, however, 1 continued ir 
arrived in tbe evening at an inn, e^l 
from Burlingto*), that was kept by one 
This man entored into conversation 
I took some refireshment, and percoivi 
read a litde, he expressed towards m 
interest and fiieodsnip. Our acouaint 
during the remainder of his life. 1 belie 
been what is called an itinerant doctor 
no town in England, or Indeed in Euroj 
could not give a particular account. 1 
deficient in understanding or literature 
sad infidel; and, some yearp after, w 
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town, who had sold roe some ^mgerbiead to eat on inv 
jpassage, and I asked her advice. She invited roe to 
take up niy abode with her till an opportunity' offered 
for ine to embark. Fatigued with iiaVine travelled to 
ftkt on foot, I accepted her invitation. When she un* 
derstood that 1 was a printer, she would hav per- 
suaded me to stay at Burlington, and set up uiy trade ; 
but she was little aware of tlie capital that would bi- 
ncccssary for such a purpose ! I wau treated while at 
lier house with true nospitality. She gave nie, with 
the utinostgood-will, adinner of becf-f teaks^aiid would 
accept of nothing in return but a pint of ale. 

Here I imagined myself to b<i fixed t'Ol the Tuesday 
in the ensuing week ; but, walking out in the evening 
by the river side, I saw a boat wiUi a number of per- 
sons hi it approach. It was going to Philadelphia, 
and the coi\ipany took me in. As there was uo wind, 
wc could omy nrake way with our oars. About niid- 
aight, not perceiving the town, some of the company 
were of opinion tliat we must have passed it, ancl 
were unwilling to row any farther ; tlie rest not know- 
ing where we were, it was resolved tliat we should 
stop. We drew towards the shore, entered n creek, 
ana landed near some old palisades, which served us 
for firewood, it being a cold night in October. Heru 
we staid till day, wlieu one of the company found the 
place in which we were to be Cooper^s ('reek, a little 
above Philadelpliia ; which, in reality we perceived 
the moment we were out of the creek. \^"e arrived op 
Sunday about eight or nine oVlock in tlie morning. 
and landed on Market-street wharf 

1 have entered into the particulars of mv vo3ras<?» 
and shall, in like manner, describe my first cntninn* 
into this city, that you may compare b^innings so lit 
tie auspicicus, with the figure 1 mve since made. 

Cn my arrival at Philadelphia I was in my workin» 
dress, my best clothes being to come by sea. I \va« 
covered with dirt; my pockets were filled with sliirtif 
and stockings'; I was unacquainted with a single muiI 
in the place, and knew not where to look for a lod^;. 
ing. Fatigued with walking, rowing, and having pas&- 
ea the night without sleep, I was ex\xcma^ Uustf^t.^ ^ 
and aJl ifffnionay consisted cf a DvitcYi A'i^ux^?*^ 



^rly on both aides, till i cauie to Market-street, \ 
1 met witli a child with a loaf of bread. Often 
I made my dinner on dry bread. I inquired \ 
iie had boucht it, and went straight to the bi 
shop which he pointed out to me. I asked for 
'..istMiits. expecting to find such as we had at Bo 
jjut they made, it seems, none of that sort at i 
I lelphia ! then asked for a three-penny loaf, 
made no loaves of that price. Finding myself 
mnt of the prices, as well as of the difhrrent kin 
brenci, I desired jiim to let me have thrcc-p 
woitn (>r bread of some kind or other. He ^ 
ihree large rolls. I was surprisefl at ceceivii 
ir.uch 1 took thcni, however, and having no ro( 
my pockets, I walked on witli a roll un^reacb 
eatin;^ (he third. In this ntaiiner I went through 
iicei-siiViM to Fourth-street, and passed the hoiii 
INIr. K^ad, the fatlier of my future wife. She 
statuiing at the door, obser\'ed me, and thot^t 
ituiscn. that i made a very siugidar and grotesqu 



;)etLrai»c(*. 



1 tlien turned the corr.er, and went tlirsagh C 
nut-stroot, eating my roll all the way; and h; 
made tl!)^ round, i found myself again on Mj 
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ttid being drowsy from my last ni^hfs labour anfi 
waut of rest, f fell iuto a sound sleep. In this state 
I continued till the assembly dii<pcrsecl, when one of 
Ihe congregation had the goodness to wake mc. This 
was confleauently tlie first house I entered, or in whirSi 
i slept iu Philade^hia. 

1 b^an again to walk alon| the street bj tlie river- 
ftide; and, looking attentively in the &ce of every one 
I met with, I at length perceived a younc (|uaker 
whose countenance pleased me. I accosted him, ainS 
bemed him to inform roe where a stranger niignt fin^i 
a lodging. We were then near tiie sign of tlie I'liree 
ftluiners. They receive travellers here, said ho, but 
it is not a house that bears a good character ; if you 
wiU go with me, 1 will diow you a better one. Ht 
conducted me to the Crooked BUlct, in Water-strcer. 
There I ordered something for dinner, and, during my 
meal, a number of curious quei-tioiis were put to me.; 
my youth and appearance exciting tlie suspicion of 
my being a runaway. After dinner my drowsiness 
returned, and I threw my self upon a bed witlioiittak> 
ing off my clothes, and slept lill six o*clock in tlie 
evening, when I was called to supper. I aftei-wards 
went to bed at a very early hour, and did not awake 
till the next morning. 

As soon as I got up I put myself in as decent a trim 
as I could, and went to the house of Andrew Brad- 
ford, the printer. I found his fathei in the slinp, whom 
I had seen at New- York, i laving traveUcd on horse- 
back, he had arrived at Philadelphia before ine. He 
introduced me to his son, who received me with civili- 
ty, and gave me some breakfast ; but told me he liafi 
no occasion at present for a journeyman, having late- 
ly procured one. He added, that there was another 
pnnter newly settled in the town, of the name of Kei' 
mer, who might perhaps employ me ; and that in case 
of refusal, 1 should be wek^ome to lodge at his liouse, 
and he would give me a little work now and then, tili 
aomethine better shoidd ofier. 

The ol3 man offered to introduce me to the new 
printer. When we were at his house, " Neighbour," 
■aid he, ** 1 bring you a young man in the ^ciaUiv^VNW* 

ciUfllB j r^atpByou mgiy haye nfi<^(V oi\v\& mi^'v^^^^ 



tod lun>' .^r«to8B all ""M mtende'l 



verses, D^" Jr\temverse,io» " ^ 

'-« ^^^ 'd.^ fio^«* ^'^ne sc ot 
Vmes as ^"^^ uod but one s^"^ . 
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of eveiy qualification necessary in Ibeir professioi- 
BradUbid had not been broudit up to it, and wa? very 
iUitenue. Keimer, Aougii be understood a litde <u' 
the businesa, was manly a compoiitor, and wliollj^ in> 
capable of working at press. He had been one ot th» 
French prophets, and knew how to imitate tiicir su- 
pernatural a^tations. At the time of our first acquain- 
tance he proreued no particular rsligion, but a little 
of all upon occanon. He was totally ignorant oi Urn 
world, and a great knave at heart, as 1 had aiterwardt 
an opportuniQr of experiencing. 

K^mec, could not endure tliat, working with him, I 
should lodgp at Bradibrd^s. Ho had indeed a liouse, 
but it wasunfumisiied, so that he could not take ine 
in. He procured me a lodging at Mr. Keed'b, his 
landlord, whom I have already mentioned. My trunk 
and effects being now arrived, i tliought oi ijiaking, 
in the eyes of Miss Reed, a more respectable appear- 
ance than when chance exhibited me U> her view, eat- 
ine my roll, and wandering in the stieets 

From this period 1 began to contract acquaintance 
with such young people as were fond of reading, and 
spent my evenings with them agreeably, while at tius 
same time, I gained money by my uidustiy, and, 
thanks to my frugahty, Uved contented. I thus forgot 
Boston as much as possible, and wished every one tp 
be ignorant of the place of my residence, except my 
friend ColUus; to whom 1 wrote, and who kept my 
seocet. 

An incident however arrived, which sent me home 
much sooner than i had proposed. 1 had a brother-in- 
law, by the name of Robert Hohnes, master of a trad- 
ing sloop from Boston to Delaware. Being at iVew 
cutle, roity mdes below Philadelphia, he heard of 
me, and wrote to infonn mc of the chagrin which n^ 
sudden di^fMurtiue from Boston had occasioned my pa- 
rents, and of the affections which they still entertain- 
ed fi)r me, assuring me that, if i would return, evefy 
thing shotild be adjusted to m^ satisfaction -. and htt 
was very pietsmg in his entreaL«)s : i answered his let- 
ter, thanked him for his advice, and explained tht 
xmaom whiph had Jtndaced me to qtux ttotow^vrc^ 



ought to be encouraged ; that there wer 
f hia n3ne but very ignorant printers, and 
to set up for mjrself, he bad no dcubt of 
that, for his own part, he would procure n 
lie business, and would render me every 
iu Ills power. My brotiier-in-law related 
nfterwards at Boston ; but I knew notliii 
linvj ; when one day Keimer and I, being 
tber near the window, we saw the Cover 
ther gentleman, Colonel French, of New 
flOme^ dressed, cross the sjreet, and inak 
our house. We beard them at the door, 
believing it to be a visit to himself^ went 
down; but the Governor inquired for r 
stairs, and, with a condescension and ] 
which I had not at all been accustomed, pi 
compliments, desired to be acquainted wh 
ingly reproached me for not h&vmg made m 
to him on my arrival in the town, an^' w 
accomoanv him to a tavern, where he and 
were gomg to taste some excellent MadeL 

I was, 1 confess, somewhat surprised, i 
appearsd thunderstnick. I went, howev 
Giovemor and the Colonel to a tavern, at t) 



nnui-j -» ' 
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deubt would determine him. It was thus concluded 
that I should rotura to Boston bv the first ve:i9ri, with 
the letter of reconunendation, mmi the GoTemor W 
my fiather. Meanwhile the project was to be icept so 
cret, and I continued to woik lor Keimer as before. 

The Governor sent every now and theu to invite 
me to dine with hhn. I considered this as a very great 
honour; and was the more sensible of it, as he con- 
versed with me in the most afihble, familiar, and 
friendly manner imi^inable. 

Towards the end of April, 1724, a small vessel was 
ready to sail for Boston. I took leave of Keimer, up- 
on the ptetext of ^ing to see my parents. The Go- 
vernor gave me a long letter, in which he said many 
flattering things of me to my father; and strongly re- 
commended the project of my settling at Philadelphia, 
as a thine which could not fail to make my fortune. 

Going down the bay wcstruck on a flat, and sprung 
a leak. The weather was very tempestuous, and we 
vr^re obliged to pump without intermission ; I took my 
turn. We arrived, however, safe and sound, at Bos- 
ton, afler about a fortnight^s passage. 

I had been atbsent seven complete months, and my 
relations, during the interval, harl received no intelli- 
gence of me : for my brother-in-law. Holmes, was not 
yet returned, and had not written about me. My un- 
expected appearance surprised the family ; but they 
were all delighted at seeing me again, and, except my 
brother, welcomed mc home. I went to him at the 
printing-house. 1 was better dressed than I liad ever 
oecn while in his service : I had a complete suit of 
clothes, new and neat, a watch in my pocket, and my 
purse was furnished with nearly five pounds sterling 
m money. He gave me no very civil reception : and, 
iiaving eyed me from head to root, resumed his work. 

The workmen asked me with eagerness where I 
had lieen, what sort of a country it was, and how I 
liked it I spoke in tlie highest terms of Philadelphia, 
the happy life we led there, and expressed my inten- 
tion or going back again. One of them asking what 
sort of nKMiey we had, \ displayed before them a hand- 
Oil of silver, which I diew from my pocVf^l. T\\\% vi^ 
a cariosity to which they were not accu^om!^^^'g^^<^t 
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iniu\ted him oeiuiv ... 

get or forgive it; in this, however, he wi 

The Governor's letter appeared to ei 
ther some surprise ; but he said little. A 
Ci^tun Holmes being, returned, he si 
asking him if he knew Keith, and wfaai 
be was : adding, that, in biS opinion, i 
little discernment to think of setting up 
nesB, who, for Uiree years to come, wc 
an age to be ranked in tl^ie class of men 
every thins he could in favcur of the sc 
^ther firmly maintained its absurdity, f 
a positive refusal I^c wrote, howevf 
to Sir William, thanking him for the pr 
so obligingly oficred mc, but refusuig 
the present, because he tlioueht me t 
entrusted with tlic conduct of so in^p 
prise, and which would require so cor 
of money. 

My old comrade, Collins, who wf 
post-office, charmed with th^ accow 
new residence, expressed a desire ( 
and, while I waited my father^s dett 
off before me by land for Rhode I' 
"***-**» formed a handsome cc 
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vad saTcasm, to which he thought I was too 
inchned ; adding, that with persevereiice and 
c economy, 1 mi^t, by the time i became of a§^, 
lougb to establi^ myself io business; and Uiat 
.ail sum filiouid tiien be wantingi he would un- 
) to supply it 

was aU 1 could obtain £roai him, except some 
piesents, in token of friendship from turn and 
>ther. 1 embarked moe more for New-York, 
ed at this time with their approbation and 
{. The slo^ having touched at JSewport, in 
Island, I paid a visit to my brodier John, who 
' some years been settled there, and was matiied. 
i always been attached to me, and be received 
th great afisctiou. One of his fiiendf, whose 
iras Vernon, ha\nng a debt of about thirty-six 
i due him in Fennaylvania, beaed roe to receive 
um, and to keep the money ml 1 should liear 
im ; accordii^y he gave me an order for tiiat 
e. This affair occasioned roe, in tjie sequel, 
jneasiness. 

fe^vport we took on board c number of passcn- 
tnous whom were two young women, and a crave 
nsibfo (Quaker lady with hot servants. 1 had 
an obliging fo/wardness in rendering the quakcr 
riflng services, which led her, protobly, to feel 
rest in my wel&re; for when she saw a fiunili- 
ike place, and every day increase, between tlie 
lung women and me, she took me aside, and 
Yoyng man, I am in pain fur thee. Thou hast 
mt to watch over thy conduct, and thou scenicst 
gnorant of the world, and the snares to which 
s exposed. Rely upon what I tell thee: those 
men of bad characters : I perceive it in all their 
<. If thou dost not take care, they will lead thee 
noer. They are strangers to thee, and I advise 
f uie friendly interest 1 take in thy preservation, 
I no connexion with them/* As rM)peared at 
t to think quite so ill of them as she aid, she re 
lany inmgs she had seen and heard, which had 
d my attention, but which convinced me that 
.s in the right. I thanked her for her ohli^iu^ 
, «nd promisefi toMl<jw it. 



..*.<>yit ujv voasci «>uucik (lunng our passag 
another of a still more dangerous nature. 

At New- York, I found my friend Collii 
arrived some time before We had been ir. 
our infancy, and bad read the same boo 
but he had the advsntafe of being able to < 
time to reading and study, and an astonisi 
tion for mathematics, m which he left me 
him. When at Boston, 1 had been accusto 
with him almost all my leisure hours, h 
a sober and industrious.lad, his knowledge 
him a very general esteem, and he seemed t< 
make an advantageous figure in society, 
my abseiice, he had unfortunately addictec 
brandy, and 1 learned, as well from hums 
tlie report of others, that nvery day since hi 
New-Yoi^, he had been intoxicated, and lu 
a very extravagant manner. He had also 
lost all his money ; so that I was obliged to 
penses at the inn, and tc maintain him dur 
of his journey ; a ourthen that was ver}' in 
to me. 

The Governor of New- York, wlioso nam 
net, hearing the Captain say, that a young 
was a passeneer in his ohm haA a ivvoo* . 
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tved at Philadelphia. On the way I le c eiTCi 
iioney,.witbout which we ^ould have been 
have finished our journey, 
wished to get empioyineDt as a merchant's 
either his breath or his countenance hetray- 
habit; for though he bad recommendations, 
th no success, and continued to lodge and eat 
and at my expense. Knowmg that I had 
noney, he was continually asking me to lend 
of it : promising to repay me as soon as h 
t employment At last he had drawn aft 
his money, that I was extremely alarmed at 
It become of mc, should he &il to make good 
sncy. Uis habit of drinking did not at all 
and was a frequent source of discord bc- 
; for when he had drank a little too much, 
ly headstrong. 

ne day in a boat together, on the Delaware, 
) ether young persons, he refused to take his 
mng. " You snail row for me," said he, "till 
me." — " No," f replied, "we will not row for 
Vou shall," said he, "or remain upon the wa- 
it" — »* As you please." Let us row, said the 
company ; wliat signifies whether he assists 
(ut, silready angry with him for his conduct 
aspects, 1 persisted in my refusal. He then 
t ne would make me row, or would throw 
the boat; and he made up to me. As soon 
I within my reach, I took him by the collar, 
a violent thrust, and threw him head ibre- 
the river. I knew that he was a good swim- 
was therefore under no apprehensions for 
Before he could turn himself, we were able, 
(trokes of our oars, to place ourselves out of 
; and, whenever he touched the boat, we ask- 
he would row, striking his hands at the same 
the oars to make him let go his hold. Ko 
y- suflfocated with ragp, but obstinately refiis- 
; any promise to row. Perceiving, at length, 
trengtn began to be exhausted, we took him 
)at, and conveyed him home, in the evening, 
f drenched. The utmost coidu'Csa svx>a««kViv\ 
'3 afier this advcnturti M las:X ^a^ <:wg«^\\ 
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stationers and booksellers.'* Tliis I acknowledged was 
desirable. *«That beiug tliecase," added be, "hold 
yourself in readiness to go with the Annis.** This wa s 
the annual vessel, and the-only one, at that time, which 
niadt regular rqyages between the ports of London 
and Philadelphia. But the Aniiis was not to sail for 
some months. I therefore continued to vrork with Kei- 
nier, unhappy re^>ecting the sum which Collins had 
drawn from me, and almost in continual agony at tlio 
thou^ita of Vernon, who fortunately made no demand 
of his money till several years after. 

In ^e account of my first voyage from Boston to 
Philadeilphia, 1 omitted, 1 believe, a trifling circum* 
atanr?, wLk;h will not, perhaps, be out of place here. 
During a calm, which stopped us above Block Island, 
the crew employed themselves in fishing tor cod, of 
which they caught a great number. I bad hitherto 
adhered to my resolution of not eating any thing tiiat 
bad possessed life ; and I considered, on this occasion, 
agi:«eably to the maxims of my master Tyron, the cap- 
tore of every fish as a sort of murder, committed with- 
out provocation, since these animals had ncithei done, 
Bor were capable of doing, the smallest injury to any 
one that should justi^ the measure. This mode of 
reasonhis I conceived to be unanswerable. Mean- 
while, I nad formerly been extremely fonvl of lish ; 
axid, when one of these cods was taken oux of the fry- 
ing-pan, I thought its flavour delicious. I hesitated 
SQn'.e time between principle and inclination, till at 
last recollecting, that when the cod had been opened 
snne small fish were found in its belly*, I satd to my- 
wiiUi if you eat one another, I see no reason wliy wc 
may not eat you. I accordingly dined on the cod with 
no small d^ree of pleasure, and have smce continued 
to eat like the rest of mankind, retummg only occa- 
iiooally to my vegetable plan. How convenient does 
h prove to be a rational animalj that knows how to 
ihia or invent a plausible pretext for whatever it has 
«D ineUnatioD to do. 

i continued to live upon g^od terms with Keimer, 
who had not the smallest suspksion of my projected 
eittabUshnMDL He still retained a noilion oi\v\%S!i»xci- 
er mthasHtan ; ttndy beii^ fond of oigravcux,'??^ ^^' 



miliar question witliout previously askiiig nic — W: 
would you inter from that f Hence he funned so h 
an opinion of my talents for refutation, tliat hs si 
ously proposed to mo to become bis colleague in 
establishment of a new religious sect. He was to p 
pagatc the doctrine by preachmg, and I to refute ev< 
opponent. 

When he explained to me his tenets, I found ma 
absurdities whicli I refused to admit, unless he \n» 
agree in turn to adopt some of my opinions. Kein 
wore his beard long, because Moses had somrewb 
said, ^* Thou shalt not mar the comers of t)iy bean 
He likewise obser\'ed the Sabbath ; and these wi 
with him two very essential points. I disliked tb 
l)ot!i ; but I consented to adopt them, provided 
would agree to abstain from animal lood. ** 1 doub 
said he, '* wliether my constitution will be aUe to n 
port it" I assured him on the contrary, that he won 
nnd himself the better for it He was naturali^ra g} 
ton, and I wished to amuse myself by starving him. 1 
consented to make trial of this regimen, if I wot 
bewc him company ; and, in reality, we continued 
for three months. A woman in the neighbouriic 
prepared anci brought us our victuals, to whom I g^vi 
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I continued it cheerfully ; but poor Keimer suffered 
terriblT. Tired of the project, lie sighed for the flesh- 
|X)ts of Egypt. At length he ordered a roast pig, and 
mvifed mc and two of our female acquaintance to 
dine with bini ; but the pig lieing ready a little too soon, 
he could not resist tlie temptation, and ent it ail up 
before we arrived. 

During the circumstances I have related, I had paid 
some attentions to jMiss Read. 1 entertained for Iier 
tke utmost esteem and affection ; and I had reason to 
believe that these sentiments were rautuaL But we 
were both young, scarcely more than eighteen years 
of age ; and, as 1 was on the pohit of undertaking a 
long voyage, her mother thought it prudent to prevent 
matters being carried too far fur the present, judging 
that, if marriage was our object, there would be more 
propriety in it after my return, when, as at least 1 
expected, I should be established in my busine>'s. Per- 
haps also she thought that my exp.*ctations were not 
so well founded as I imagined. 

My most intimate acquaintances at this time were 
(yhaiies Osborne, Joseph Watson, and James Ralph ; 
young men who were all fond of reading. The two first 
were clerks to Mr. Charles Brockdon, one of the princi- 
pad attorneys hi the town, and the otlier, clerkjto a mer- 
chant. Watson was an upright, pious, and sensible 
youugiman : the others were somewhat more loose in 
their principles of n;ligion, particularly Ralph, whose 
faith, as well as that of Collins, J had contributed to 
bhake ; each of whom made me suffer a very adequate 
punishment. Osborne was sensible, and sincere and 
affectionate in his friendships, but too .nuch inclined 
to the critic in matters of literature. Ralph was in- 
genious and shrewd, genteel in his address, and ex- 
tremely eloquent I do not remember to have met with 
a more agreeable speaker. They were both enamoured 
uf the muses, and had already evinced their passion 
by some small poetical productions. 

It was the custom with us to take a charming walk 
on Sundays, in the woods that border the SkuylkiU. 
llere wc read together, and afterwards conversed on 
what we read. Kalph was disposed to give himself 
up entirely to jtoetiy. He flattered lriiv\st\t \\V6X V\^ 



^A««s»»«^ r *■ ^ 



quire tlie uieans of setting up ibr yourself 

eurred in these sentinientSf but at the sam 

pressed my approbation of amusing ourse 

time with poetry, with a view to in;prove 

In consequence of this it was proposed, tl 

next meeting, each of us should bring a cop 

of his own composition. Our object m thi 

tion was to benefit each other bv our mutui 

criticisms, and c;»:'rections ; and as s^le 8 

sion were all we had in view, we excluded 

of invention, by agreeing that our task si 

version of tlic eighteenth psalm, in which \ 

the descent of the Deity. 

The time of our meeting drew near, w 

called upon me, and told me that his p 

was reaay. I informed him that I had bee 

not much liking tlie task, had done uothmg 

ed me his piece, and asked me what I th 

I expressed myself in terms of warm aj 

because it really ap;)care(l to have c-onside. 

He then said, " Osborne will never ackn< 

smallest de^ivee of excellence in any pn 

mine. Envy alone dictates to him a tnc 

madversions. Of you, he is not so icaloi 

• * • » -1 _ __^ ^. 
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'Ralph did it justice, remariung a faw impeiTecLioits. 
and applauding sucii parts as were excellenc. We 
had huoAlf nothine to show. It was iiow my tium. 
I made some difiSculty ; seemed as if I wished to be 
cxciis(k1 ; pretended tl^t 1 bad no tiine to n:ake cor- 
rections, &,c. No excuse, however, was admissible, 
the piece must be produced. It was read and re-read. 
Watson and Osbonie inuncdiately resigned the palm, 
and united iii'apj^uding it Ralph alnie made a few 
. remariu, and proposed some alterations ; but I de- 
* fended my text Odbome agreed with me, and told 
Ralph that he was no more able to criticise than be 
was able to write. 

When Osborne was akme with me, he cxjpresferl 
himself still more stron^y in favour of what he con- 
sidored as my perifonnance. He pretended that he 
had put some restraint on himself before, apprehensive 
of my construing his conmieudations uito flatter}. 
*' But who would have supposed," said he, ** Franklin 
10 be capable^'of such a composition? What paint- 
ing, what energy, what fire! He has surpassed Uie 
original, lu his common conversation he appears nor 
lo have a choice of words ; he hesitates, and is at a 
loss ; and yet, good God, how he writes." 

At our next meeting, Ralph discovered tlic trick wc 
had played Osbonie, v> ho was rallied without n^ercy. 
By Uiis adventure Ralph was fixed in his resolution 
of becoming a poet I left nothing unattempted to 
divert hiia from his purpose; but he persevered, till 
at last the reading of Pcme* effected his cure : he be- 
came, however, a very tolerable prose writer. I shall 
speak more of him hereafter ; but as 1 shall probably 
rave no farther occasion to mention the other two, 1 
ought to observe here, that Watson died a few years 
aiwr in my arms. He was greatly regretted ; for he 
wae the best of our society. Osborne went to the is- 
lands where be gained considerable reputation as a 
kmxristvr, and wae getting mon^ ; but he died young. 

* VrtMtlf the Duoctad, wh«m we find him thus imm^r 
taliped bj tM antlMr : 

Silence Te wolvei, while Belph to C/nthia bowh 

And imIu aiflithideoHi; auwtr luia|o «^\«^ 



sary fum lor uie puioutww w. ^ ,. 

)aper. He appointed yarioiu timeg for me to 
for these letters, which would certainly be nadj\ 
when I came, always put me off to another dajk 
ese successive delays continued till the vesad, 
e departure had been several times deftoned^ was 
e pomt of setting sail; when I again veent to Sir 
iam*s liousc, to receive nw letters and take leave 
jn. 1 saw his secretary, Dr. Bard, who told me^ 
the Governor was extreme jy busy writing but that 
ould be down at Newcastle before the ▼eeeel, and 
the letters would be delivered to me there. 
Uph, though he was married and had a child, de- 
ined to accompany me in this voyage* Hm db- 
was supposed to be the establidii^ a corret' 
lence witn some mercantile houses, in order tc 
goods by commission ; but I afterwards leamei 
, having reason to be dissatisfied with the paienti 
lis wife, he proposed to himself to leave tier Of 
r liands, and never return to America agpdn. 
laving taken leave of my friends, and interchaqg 
promises of fidelity wim Miss Read, I quitttM 
ladelphia. At Newcastle, the vessel came to an 
tr. The Governor was arrived, and I went to U 
"'"'"' Mi« M>cretary received me with gieat dnH 
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1 had taJien a passage to England for himself ntv: 
ion, and, in conjuocticn with Mr. I>enhnTn, a qwa 
and Messrs. Oniam and Russel^'pruprictors cf a. 
i in Maryland, nad aerecd for the wlwle cabin » n 
Ralph and I were <»iiged to take 6p mir led.'- 
trjth tlie crew. Beiog unknown to every body U: 
hip, we were looked upon as of the common ci 
)f people : but Mr. Hamilton and his son (It wa 
es, who was afterwards governor) left us at Nev. 
e, and returned to Philadelphia, where ho wu» 
lied at a Yexy great expense, to plead the cause c\* 
sscl that had ueen «eized; ana just as wo wc;r 
It to siul, Colonel French caine on board, ai^a 
zed me many civilities. The passengers upon 
paid me more attention, and I was invited, to- 
sr witli my friend Ralph, to occupy the place i; 
Abin whteh the return of the Messrs. Hamiltc.: - 
made vacant; an oto which we very rcadil;: 
pted. 

iving learned that the despatches of the Govern •^; 
leen brought on board by Colonel French, . a^.cn 
aptain fur thd letters that were to be entrusted tr 
are. He told me that tliey were all put togethe 
e bag, which he could not open at present ; but. 
D we reached England, he would give me an of 
mity of taking them out. I was satisfied witt< 
uiswcr, and we pursued our voyage, 
le company hi the cabin were all very sociable. 
we were ijerfcctly well off as to provisions, a 
lad the advantage of the whole ot Mr. Kami^ 
, who had laid in a very plentitul stock. Dunn 
assaec, Mr. Denhain contracted a friendship fot. 
vhich ended only with his life: in other rc?pe«t« 
oyBgG was by no means an agreeable ouo, as wr 
nuch bad weather. 

ben we arrived in the river, the captain v^as •■ 
as his word, and allowed me to scarrh >n t] V 
for the Governor's letter?. I could not finrl « 
3 one with my name written on it, as committef .< 
r care ; but I selected six or seven, which J judc«!(i 
the direction to be those that were intenaed 
M ; particularly one to SJr. fiaskei^ xVa ¥^\!i3|^^>. 
sr, and another to a statiohw, w\\^^ 'x^"?. ♦Xv^ ^v\ 



1 






I 



i was astonished at finding t 
>lh)m the Governor. Reflecting^ 
'bitances together, I then began tc 
«i r^oined my Iriend Dcnhain, ai 
'..^^ 2%ffiur to him. He let me at on 

•jl j-acter, told me there was not t\ 

ifP *^^ ^^^ having TiTitten a binglc letti 

* r ( knew him ever placed any rulianct 

f Vd at my credulity hi supposing 

•j fnould give me a letter or crtdii 

•j W-redit (or liimstlf. As I showed i 

iii)Cctiiig wliat Slop I should take, t 
t'ro get employment in the iiousi 
• lou may there," said he, ** ir 
t 'business, and you will be able to 
jjcore advaiitagpously when you r 
p> We knew a!hready as well as the 
i KiddlcRclen to be a knave. He '. 
t the fother of Miss Read, by drawii 
(^curj^. We learned from his '. 
^|E«CFetly canying on an intiiguc, u 
:|i:ovemor, to the pzciudicc of Mr. 
^vas supposed, would, by this tii- 
l'J]tjeDham, who was Hamikon^s friei 
ellhat he outri*' »« »»« — ^ 
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play 80 Bcuiry a trick, and thus grosbly deceive a poor 
youn^ lad, wholly destitute of experience ? It was :i 
practice w*tb him. Wishing to please every body, aiul 
having If^le to bestow, he was lavisii of promises I Ic 
was, in other respects, sen^ble and judicious, a vcr> 
tolerable writer, and a good goremor for tiie people ; 
though not so for the proprietaries, whose iiistniction - 
he frequently disregarded. Many of uur l)Cbt la\\> 
were his work, and estabhshcd during his adniinistra 
tion. 

Ralph and I were inseparable companions. We. 
took a lodg^ig together at three and sixpence a-wecK. 
whkh was as much as we could aiford. He met with 
stPie relat'^s ki London, but they were i>oor, and not 
able to assist him. He now, for tlic fii*st tiuio, iiifonn- 
ed me of his intention to remain in England, anri tha*. 
he had no thoughts of ever returuiug to Philadclpljia. 
He wa6 totally without money; the little be l.aa occn 
able to raise having baicly suiliced for liis passage. I 
had still Qflcen pistoles remaining; and to n^e he ha(i 
frcxn time to time recourse, while he tried to get eni- 
pkn^ment 

At first believing himself possessed of talents for 
the staee, he thought of tunung actor; but Wilkes, to 
whom ne applied, frankly advised him to renounce 
the idea, as it was impossible be could succeed. He 
next proposed to Roberts, a bookseller in Faternos- 
ter-row, to write a weekly paper in the marmcr of the 
Spectator, upon terms to wnich Roberts would not lis- 
ten. Lasdy, he endeavoured to procure emplo}inent 
as a copyist, arid applied lo tiie lawyers and stationers 
about uie Temple, but he could find no vacancy. 

As to myself, I immediately got engaged at Palmer*s. 
at that time a noted printer in Bartholomew-close, 
with whom 1 contmued nearly a year. I applied ver\ 
assiduously to my work ; but 1 expended witli Ralph 
almost all that I earned. Plays, and other places of 
amusement, which we frequented together, having ex- 
hausted my pistoAes, we lived after this firom hand to 
mouth. He appeared to have entirety forgotten hi& 
wife andxhild, as I also, by degrees, foigot my cn< 
gagements wiUi Miss Read, to whom I never n71oV& 
UKire tlmn one letter, aiid that morely to Vittc^im V^"^ 






wrote a siiiall nicu.^ 
mad verted on those passages. .. 
sertation on Liberty and Necessity, Plei 
I dedicated it to my friend Ralph, auc 
number of copies, l^lmer, upon this, 
more consideration, and regarded me 
of talents; though he beriously took m 
prmciples of my pamphlet, which he 
abominable. The pnnticg of this wi 
orror of my life. 

While 1 lodged in Little Britain, 
quaiutance with a bookseller of the n 
J \vho«e shop was next door to me. C 

lies were not then in use. He had 
lection of books of all sorts. We ? 
reasonable retribution, of which I h. 
the price. 1 should have free access 
take what books I pleased, whici 
when 1 had read thorn. I conside 
as a very great advantage : and I 
much benefit as was in my powci 

IVly pamphlet falling into the 1 
i>f tlie i\amo of Lyons Jii'tlior rf 
fallibility of iTuman .'u.l^'nenl 
--c'l.ieruble iuti»nacy hetw 
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the asbestMy which fire only purifies. Sir Hans ."^luanf 
hearing of it, called upon nie, and invited me to hi.- 
house in Bloomsuury-Mjuare^ where, after showi:ig mc 
eveiy Chln^ that was curious, he prevailed un inv tu 
add tiiis piece to his coliectioa; for which he paid uv: 
verv handsomely. 

There lodged in the same house with us a youi:^ 
woman, a milliner, who had a bhop by the side ol tlic 
Eichange. Lively and sensible, and having it^cirsvoil 
an education somewhat above hor rank, her c(;:ivv;rs:i- 
tion was very agreeable. Ualph read (uiys to licr 
every evening. They became iutinatc. .Si:e tool; 
anotlier lodging, a..d be followed her. Th.ey lived for 
some time together ; but Ralph bem;; witliont cuiploy- 
mcnt, she having a child, and liiis profits ol l.ci bui: 
ness not sufiicing for the maiulciiance of tiiroe, ho re- 
solved to quit Liondon, and try a country scho..:. T i. . 
was a plan m which he thought hinij-elf iik"!y u.- ; v.c- 
ceed ; as he wrote a fine hand, aiul was Vvjsx; .i h. 
arithmetic and accounts. Bu: considering the '.Oj\ 
as beneath hiiii, and expecting come day to niai.c a 
better figure in Uic world, when he should be arTli.-.i.*..! 
of itG being known that he had exercised a prole.: io.. 
so little honourable, he chaugcd his name, am I li'.. 
me the honour of assuming mine. lie wrote i > wl, 
soon after his departure, inlornung mo that he was 
settled at a small village in Berkeslure. In h\^ I&ttci 
he recommended Mrs. T the mUhncr. to my caie, an(i 
requested an answer, directed to Mr. FranUln, school- 
master, at N***. 

He cmtmued to write to me fircquently, seiuling m(: 
large fragments of an epic poem ne was compo^iuj:. 
and which ne requestea me to criticise and corrcci. 
I did so, but not without endeavouring to prevail m 
!ii:n to renounce this pursuit Voung had just pub 
lishcd one of his Satires. 1 copied and sent i)!n> a 
great nart of it , m which the author demonstratt!.- 
ihe folly of cultivatin;; the nmses, from die hope. In 
t!'C:ir mstrumentalitv, of rising in the world, it wa- 
uii u) ^^^ purjjoso ; paper after paper of his poem con 
linuod to arrive every post 

Meanwhile Mrs. T*** having lost, on \ms ar.cQvvwv, 
loih }29r friends and biislucySi waa fivt\uo.\\\i'^' \\\ i?^ 



i Dreacn Detween us. When he retun 

• he gave me to understand that he co 

oblieatiox^s he owed me as annihilai 

ceeding ; whence I concluded that I y 

l pect the pa3nment of what money "^ h\ 

^ advanced on his account. 1 was the 

\ this, as he \/as wliolly unable to pay i 

losing his friendship, i was relieved a 

iVom a veiy lieavy burden. 

1 now began to tliuik of laymg b 
The printing-house of Watts, near 
fields, being a still more considerabl 
in whicli I worked, it was probable 
more advantageous to be employed t 
myself, and was accepted ; and in th 
tinued during the remainder of my sta 
On my entrance, I worked at first i 
conceiving that 1 had need of bod 
which I had been accustomed in Ame 
printers work alternately as raroposit 
press. I urank nothing but water. 1 
men, to the numoer of about fifty, wew 
ofbeer. I carried, occasionally, a larg 
m each hand, up and down stairs, wh 
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but he had need, he said, of all this beer, ia or-* 
I acquire strength to work, 
ndeavoured to convince him tliat the bodily 
;th furnished by the beer, could only be in pro- 
m to the solid part of the barley dissolved in the 

of which the beer was composed ; that there 
. larger j^rtion of flour in a penny loaf, and thar 
quentl^ if he ate this loaf, and drank a pint ol' 

witli It, he would derive more strength tirom i ( 
firom a pint of beer. This reasoning, however 
ot prevent him from drinking his accustomcl 
ity of beer, and {taking every Saturday nigjht a 

of four or five shillings a-week for this cursed 

age; an expense from which I was wholly ei' 

Thus do these poor devils continue all their 

in a state of voluntary wretchedness and po- 

the end of a few weeks, Watts having occasion 
e above stairs as a ccmipositor, I quitted thr 
The compositors demanded of me ^nish- 
y aiiresh. This I considered as an imposition, 
g already paid below. The master was of the 
opinion, and desired me not to comply. I tlius 
tned two oi^ree weeks out of the fmtemity. I 
consequently looked upon as excommunicated ; 
vlienever I was absent, no little trick that ma- 
:ould suggest was left unpractised upon me. I 
I iny letters mixed, ray pages transposed, my 
!r broken, &c. &c. all which was attributed to 
pirit that haunted the chapel,* and torraentea 
that were not regularly admitted. T was iflkut 
)d to submit to pay, notwithstanding the prokc- 
f the master ; convinced of the folly of not keep- 
p a good understanding with those among whou ' 
n destined to live. * 

er this I lived in the utmost baimony witli r.,^ 
Mabourers, and soon acquired consiaerable iii- 
:e among them. J proposed some alteration in 
Lws of the chapel, which I carried without r.ppo' 
I. My example prevailed with several of liiem 

nnting-honies io gfencral are thus denoiniiiiited by thr 
aeo : the spirit thcv isil\ by the name ot Ral-^V 
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? ii>..'n.rMT."n^.'' ^""^ .'^eer, ofte 



i^a;i\h^i^''' ^^'" neglecting to 
:/^ r ; w /■^^"f* ^ '"«■ to beet 

T -na.d at t.io pay-iable ererv 
.>/.\^*''^""'^"'^"^c'*' added to ' 

-' 'S..C. ,. never observing Saint ^ 

iV'"" ^o^'^ as was most unrent 

^.c^.yt>33tpaid,. and thus , ?'" 
^ V;?.v pioasant Planner. 

i;;:'^?r Vr'"^^ l^'^i' another in 
i»..^ Do ,w).naii Citholic chapel 
>Ji: an Italian warehouse tCa hr 
,^'ij^-, ^-D had a dau£hte?V^ 
bo^ »iM» *k<i i„4. "**"ft.iier. a sc 
*-^ ,'. '^••* "»e lairer slept out r.f 
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^)ersoi\s of distinction; of whom Hhe knew variouf 
anecdotes as Hblt back as the tiinc of Charles II. Be- 
ing subject to fits of the gout, wiiich often confined 
her to her room, she was sometimes disposed to aei- 
company, tier's was so amusing to me, that I was 
glad to pass the evening with her as oftm as she de- 
sired it. Our supper consisted only of half an a.i- 
cbovy a-piece, upon a slice of bread and butter, with 
half a pint of ale between us. But the entertainmein 
was in her conversation. 

The ea.ly hours I kept, and tlie litde trouble 1 oc- 
ca»oned 'm the fiunfly, made her lotli to part wltl'. 
me ; and whoi I mentioned another lodgiii^ 1 had 
found, nearer the printing-house, at fro shillings a- 
week, which fidl in with my plan of saving, she i>e/- 
suaded me to give it up, makmg herself an abatement 
of two shillings ; and thus I continued to lodgo with 
her, during the remainder of my alx)de in London, at 
eiehteen-pence a week. 

in a garret of the hou% tliere lived, in a must re 
tired manner, a lady^ seventy years uf age, cf whon: 
I received the following account from my luiuilady. 
She was a Roman Catholic. In her early years she 
luid been sent to the conthient, and entered a conveni 
with the desigp of becoming a nun ; but the cliniaie 
not agreeing with her constitution, she \vas obliger! 
to return toEnaland, where, as tliere were no monas- 
teries, she macte a vow to lead a monastic hie, m a:< 
rigid a manxier as circumstances would permit, ^'hc 
accordmgly disposed of all her property to be appliei! 
to chariw)le uses, reserving to herself only twoU * 
pounds a year : and of this small pittance she gave <'i 
part 10 the poor, Uving on wateicnie], and nevci 
iwaicitig use of fire but to boil it. She had lived in 
this ganret a ^reat many years, without paying rent 
to the successive Catholic inhabita ats that had kept 
the bouse; who indeed considered her abode wiih 
them as a blessii^. A piiest came every day to con -. 
less her. " I kave asked her," said my landlady, 
** how, living as she did, she cou^d find so much em- 
]nloymBBt fot a confessor ? To which she answered, 
that it was impossible to avoid vain thoughts." 
t^ I was ooeejmradtted to viAi to. ^\x% "^^^ ^i&t.x 



sufficient to maintain life and healtli. 

At the printing-bruse, 1 contracted an 
with a 8en8it)le young man of the name ol 
who, as his parents were in good ciicumsts 
i-eceived a better education than is comm 
printers. He was a tolerable Latin schc 
French fluently, and was fond of leadmg. 
IiiiD, as well as a friend oi his, to swim, 
them twice only into the river; after w 
striod in need of no farther assistance. Vi 
made a party to go by water to Chelsea, i 
see tlie College, and l>)n Soltero^s curio 
our return, at the request of the company, 
riosity Wygate had excited, I undr^sed r 
leaped into the river. I swam from near i 
whole way to Black-friars-bridge, exhibit 
my course, a variety of feats of activity ai 
botii upon the surnce of the water, as wc 
it This sight occasioned much astonis 
pleasure to those to whom it was new. I 
i took great delight in this exercise. I 
could execute, au the evolutions and 
Tlieveno*; and I added to them some 
Rivention, in which I endeavoured to un 
•■'''- ' •'^^lF ^ rtlpnsiire in disc 
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I was on the point of consenting, when I luentioncc 
it to my firiend, Mr. Denham, with whom I was glac 
to past an hour whenever 1 had leisure. He dis 
suaded me ton the j^'^mect, and advised ine to thinl< 
of returning to Philadelphiar which he was about tt 
do himself I must relate in this place a trait of thi; 
worthy man*8 character. 

He had formerly been in business at Bristf • lui' 
failing, he compounded with his creditors, aiu. de 
parted for America, where, by a^iduons applicatiot: 
as a merchant, he acquired in a few years a very con 
siderable fortune. Returning to England in the saint 
vessel witli mjrseif, as I have related above, he iu 
vited all his (M creditors to a feast. When assem 
bled, he thanked them for the readiiiCss with whici 
they had received his small composition ; and, whili 
they expected nothing more than a simple entcrtaui 
ment, each found umier his plate, when it came to b< 
removed, a draft upon a baniier for the residue of iVu 
debt, with interest. 

He told me that it was his intention to carry baul 
with him to Philadelphia,*a great quantity of goods 
in order to open a store ; and he ofiered to take vta 
with him in the capacity of clerk, to keep his books 
in which he would instruct n^e, copy letters, ar.d su 
perintend the store. He added, that as soon as I hat 
acquired a knowledge of mercantile transactions, hf 
would improve my situation, by sending nie witli f 
caigo of com juid flour to the American islands, auc 
b)^ procurhig me other lucrrtive commissions ; so thoi 
with good mana^ment and economy, 1 might in thiK 
b^in business With advantage foi myself 

I relived these proposals. London began to tire 
me ; the agreeable nours 1 had pai^sed at Philadclphir 
presented themselves to my mmu, and I wialied v 
gee them revive. J consequently engaged myself tr 
Mr. Denham, at a salary of fifty pomids a year. Thi: 
was indeed less tlian i earned as a compositor, bui 
then I had a much fairer prospect, i took leave: 
therefore, as 1 believed ior ever, of printing, and gave 
myself up to my new occupation, spending all m; 
time either in going from house to house with Mc 
Penbam to purcbasc goods, or \u \5^\Cvc\i> >\\tvcv\v 



in the course of a few hours. His two sons 
the point of setting out on their tiayels ; he 
•^irous thftt they smuld pieviousl^ learn to sw 
oiTerod me a veiy liberal reward if 1 would un 
to instnict them. They were not yet arrived i 
and the stay 1 should make was uncertain ; 
iiot therefore accept his proposal I was le 
ever, to suppose fiom this incident, that il 
wished to remain in London, and open a sw 
school, I should perhaps have gainea a neat 
money The idea struck me so forcibgr, th 
fhe one:«been made sooneri I should have dl 
the thought of returning as yet to Amenca. 
years after, you and I had a more important I 
to settle whn one of the sons of Sir mlliam 
ham, then Lord Egremont But let us not an 
events. 

1 thus passed about eighteen months in L 
working umost without intermission at my 
avoiding all expense on my own account, exc 
ing now and then to the play, and purchasin] 
books. But my friend Ralph kept me poor. H 
me about twenty-seven pounds, which was sc 
monoy lost , and when considered as taken fr 
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minutely related. We ianded at Philadelphia on the 
lltb of the fii^owiiig Ootober. 

Keith bad been deprived of his office of governor, 
and was succeeded by Major Gordon. I met him 
walking in the Greets as a private individual. He 
appeared a little ashamed at seeing me, but passed 
on without saying any thing. 

J should have been eqiudlv ashamed myself at 
meeting Miss Read, bad not her fionily, jusUy des- 

E airing of my return after reading my letter, advised 
er to give me up, and marry a potter, of the nait» 
of Roars; to wnich she consented: but he never 
made her happy, and she soon separated from him, 
refusing to cohabit with him, or even bear his name, 
on account cf a report which prevailed, of his having 
anoth^wife. His skill in his profession had seduced 
Miss Read's parents; but he was as bad a subject as 
lie was eroelient as a workman. He involved him- 
self in debt, and fled, in the }'ear 1727 or 1728, to the 
West Indies, where he died. 

During my absence, Keimer had taken a more con* 
siderable house, in which he kept a c^op, that was 
well supplied with paper, and various other articles. 
He baa procured some new types, and a number of 
workmen ; among whom, however, there was not our 
who was ^ood for any thing ; and he appeared not to 
want business. 

Mr. Denham took a warehouse in Water-street, 
where we exhibited our commodities. I applied my- 
iielf closely, studied accounts, and became m a short 
time very expert in trade. We lodged and eat toge- 
ther. He was sincerely attached to n)e, and acted 
towards me as if he had been my &ther. On my 
side, I respected and loved him. My situation was 
bappy ; but it was a happiness of no long duration. 

£arly in February, 1727, when I entered into my 
twenty-second year, we were both taken ill I was 
attacked with a pleuri^. which had nearly carric<l 
me off; I suffered terribly, and considered it as all 
over with me. 1 felt indeed a sort of disappointnient 
when I found myself likely to recover, and regretted 
that I bad still to experience, «QOi\et oi \^\^x , ^^. 
dame disagreeable seme again. 



profession ; and Keiiner ofiSsred ma a vei 
bLe salary if 1 would undenake the ma 
his printing-office, that he might devote 
tirely to tm superintendence of his sho 
and relations in londop had given me a 
tor of him ; and i w^ lotli, for the proi 
any concern witli him. I endeavoured ti 
ment as a clerk to a merchant ; but not 
ing a situation, 1 was induced to ace* 
pronosai. 

The Ibllowing were the persons I found 
ing-house. 

Hugh Meredith, a Teimsylvanian, abc 
years of age. He nad been brought up t 
was honest, sensibk, had some experie; 
fond of reading ; but too much adaictec 

Stephen Potts, a young rustic, just 
school, and of rustic education, with 
rather above the common order, and a c( 
tion of understanding and gayety ; but 
Keimer had engaged these two at vei 
which he had proi>nsed to raise every it 
shilling a week, provided their improvi 
tvDocraphic art snould merit it Tnis li 
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hiin for a compofiitor. I ahall qpeak more of him pre- 
sently. 

Lastly, "Daxid Hany, a country lad, who was ap- 
fircnticed to nim. 

I soon perceived that Keimer's intention, in engage 
hig me at a price so much above what he was accus- 
tomed to give, was, that I might fotm all these raw 
journe^en and apprentices, who scarcely cost him 
iiuy thmg, and who, oeing indentured, woiud, as soon 
ns th^ uiould be suflkiently instructed, enable him 
to do without me. 1 nevertheless adltercd to my 
agreement I put the office in order, which was in 
tlie utmost confusion, and brought his people, by de- 
^re^ to pay attention to their work, and to execute 
It in a more masteriy style. 

It was singular to see an Oxford scholar in the con- 
dition of a purchased servant. He was not mere than 
eighteen years of age ; and the following are the par- 
ticulars he gave me of himself Bom at Gloucester, 
he had been educated at a grammar-school, and had 
distingmshed himself among the scholars, by his su- 
nerior style of acting, when they represented drania- 
iic performances. He was member of a literaiy clul) 
in tne town ; and some pieces of his composition, in 
prose as well as in verse, had been inserte.l in the 
Gloucester papers. Fiom hence he was sent to Ox- 
ford, where he remained about a year: but he was 
not contented, and wished above all thinG;s to see 
ifx>ndon, and become an actor. At lengtli, haviji;; 
recehred fifteen guineas to pay his quarterns board, 
he decamped wim tl.e money from Oxford, hid his 
^own in a hedce, and travelled to London. Tliere, 
having no friend to direct him, he fell into bad com- 
pany, socm squandered "his fifteen guineas, could find 
no way of being introduced to the actors, l)ecamo 
contemptible, pawned his clothes, and was in want 
of brc^. As he was walking along the streets, almost 
iamished with hunger, and not knowing what to (\o, a 
recruiting bill was put into his hand, which ofTcred 
an immediate treat and bounty-money to whoever 
was disposed to serve in America. He instantly re- 
paired to Uie house of rendezvous, enlisted himself^ 
was put on board a shtpi and cotwc^^^ Vi K\\^R\^R.^^ 



uom me every <iay. We never worl 
day, it being Keimer's sabbath ; so 
days a-week for leadiofp. 

1 increased my «cquamtance with f 
ledge and information in the town, 
treated ire with great civility and ap 
and 1 had nothing to give me uneasin' 
to Vemoni which I was unable to paj 
yet being very little. He had the goo 
not to a^ me (at the money. 

Our press was frequently in want o 
quantity of letter; and tlieie was no 
that of letter-founder ui America. J 
practice of this art at the house of Jar 
hut^d, at the time, paid it very littj 
however contrived to fabricate a moul 
of such letters as we had for nunchc: 
letters of lead in matrices of clay, anc 
in a tolerable manner, the wants tj 
presung. 

I also, upon occasion, engraved vari 
made hik, gave an eye to tlie shop ; u 
in every respect, the faeiotum. But u 
myself, I perceived that my services 
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iug tliat bis ill-humour was partly occasioned by the 
derangement and embarrassment of his affisurs. At 
last a slight incident broke our connexion. Hearing 
a noise in the neighbourhood, 1 put my liead out at 
the window to see what was the matter. Kcimer 
being in the etrect, observed rr.e, and, m a loud and 
ang^ tone, uild me to mind ipy work ; adding &omc 
repnMichiiii words, which piqued me Uio morn, as titcy 
wero uttered in tl^e street; and the neigbboiirs. whoin 
the same noise had attracted to the windows, v-cw 
witnesses of tlie manner in which i was treated. He 
immediately came up to the printing-room, and con- 
liuued to exclaim against me. The quarrel became 
warm on both sides, and h? gave me notice to quit 
hiin at tlie expiration of three months, as had bueii 
agreed upon between u<^; i-egrctting that iie \va> 
oblvjed to give me so long a term. 1 toUi him <hai 
his regret was superfluous, as i was ready to quit bun 
Instantly; and 1 took my hat and came out of the 
house, beggin;^ Meredith to take care of soii'c tiiini;^ 
whicn I left, and bring them to my lodging?. 

Rleredjtii came to me in the evening. We talkcvl 
for some timo upon the quarrel lliat had taken piaco 
He had conceived a great veneration for mo, and wa- 
EOrry 1 should quii. tht- liousc while hercmaiimd ir it. 
He dissuaded me from returning to my native ccur. 
try, as i I>^E;an to thhik of doijig. He i-ciMJndcfl n f. 
that Keimer owed nie n>oie than he nossesscd : thai 
liis creditors began to be aiarmed; that hekcpt}.!^ 
shop in a wretched Ftato, often selling things at pnr.-ic 
cost, for tlio sake of ready money, and contimialh 
giving credit without keepmg any accounts : ll at c*. 
consequence, hemu«jt very soon fail, which wouk' oc- 
casion a vacancy from which J might derive advan- 
tage I objected my want of money. Upon whicli 
he inlonnea me that his father had a very hii^h opin- 
ion of me, and, from a conversation that bad p-i^stu' 
between them, he was sure that lie would acvunci 
whatever might be necessary to establish ui, if ) wa'-- 
willing to enter into partnerslilp with hha. *' :*>\v 
time witii Keimer," added he, *»will be at an t^ni! 
ue.xt spring. In the mean time we«va>i "i^VvV v*.^ V .v.\ 
Inn foj- r.iir pivss and types. I Vlwo'w \vvO. \ \\\-\ ^ 
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him entirely of this unfortunate habit. 

I gave the father a list of what it would be 
ry to import from London. He took it to a n 
and the order was given. We agreed to kcc 
cret till the arrival of the materials, and 1 
the mean time to procure work, if possible, ii 
printing-house ; but there was no piace vaca 
remained idle. After some days, Keimer bf 
expectation of being employed to print sot 
Jersey money bills, that would require tyues 

fAvings which i only could furnish, and fea 
radford, by ou°a^iug me, mi^t deprive hii 
undertaking, sent me a very civil message, te 
that old friends ougjit not to be disunited on 
of a few words, which were the effect only < 
mentary passion, and inviting me to retum 
Meredith persuaded me to comply with the in 
particulsirly as it would aflford him more oppo 
of improving himself in the business bymeai 
instructionB. I did so ; and we lived upon beti 
than belbre our separation. 

He obtained the New-Jerfcy business ; an 
der to execute it, I constructed a copper-plate ] 
press, the first that had been seen in the rni; 
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ihan the law had preEcribed. Accordingly tliey were 
f^DSiantly with us, each in his turn ; and no that came, 
commonly brought with him a friend or two to beeii- 
him company. My mind was m(M« cultivated by 
reading than Keimor's; and it was for this reason, 
pmbably, that they sot more valye on my conversation. 
They took me to their houses, introduced me to tlicii 
friends, and treated me with the greatest dvUity ; while 
Keimer, though master, saw himself a little neglected. 
He was, in met, a strange animal, ignorant of the com- 
mon modes of life, apt to oppose with rudeness gen 
erally zeccived opinions, an enthusiast in certain points 
of leli^on, disgustingly unclean in his person, and a 
llitlo Imarish withal 

We remained there nearly three months ; and ar 
the expiration of this periocf I could include in tho 
list of nw friends, Judge Alien, Samuel Bustil, scr.rr 
tary of the province, Isaac Pearson, Joseph Cooper, 
scveraTof the Smiths, all members of the Assembly, 
and Isaac Decon, inspector-general. The last was a 
shrewd and subtle old man. Ho told me, that wlieu 
a boy, his first employment had been that of can^'in?, 
r.Iay to brick-makers ; tliat he did not loam to wriiu 
till he was somewhat advanced in life ; that he was 
afterwards employed as an underling to a .surveyor, 
w1k> taught Iiiro this trade, ?nd that by industry he 
had at last acquired a compeUnt fortune. ** I foresee,^' 
said he one day to me " that you will soon supplant 
this man (speaking of Keimcr,) and get a fortune in 
the busmess at Philadelphia." He was totally igno- 
rant at the time, of my mtention of establishing my- 
self there, or any where else. These friends were 
very serviceable to me in the end, as 1 was also, upon 
occasion, to some of them ; and they have continued 
ever since tlicir esteem for me. 

Before 1 relate the particulars of my entrance into 
business, it may be proper to inform you what was at 
that time die state of my mind as to moral principles, 
that you may see the degree of influence they had upon 
the subsequent events of my life. 

My parants had given me betimes religious inipres- 
siooe, and I received from my uafauc^ ^ ^\qm:& ^^\x- 
cMtianm the principles of Caivaii\sm. "fixxX ^\i.vc^V: 




I 



.viiicn were citc<i iii order to bo r 
lue much more forcible Uian the r* 
a word, 1 soon became a perfcc 
mcnta pervertCKl some other youn 
larly Collins and Ralph. But in t 
recollected that tliey had both usee 
without the smallest remorse ; wiic 
behaviour of Keith, another frco-thL 
conduct lowards Vernon and Mis 
times, gave me great uneasiness, 1 \ 
thai tiiis doctrine, though it might 
very useful f hqgan to entertain t 
opinion of my London pamphlet, to 
fixed, as a mottn, the following lines 

Wiiatever is is rifrht ; though purl 
Sees but part of the chaio, tbc att 
Hit eyes not carrying to the equal 
That poises all above. 

And of which the object was to provt 

butes of God, his goocbiess. wiitdom 

- there could he no such tiling as evil in 

^. vice and virtue did not in runlitv 

! J. ■ nothin*^ mf*'' 



At. 
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lesolutkin in my Journal, to practise them as long a<: 
lUved. 

Rovelation, indeed, as such, bad no influence on 
my mind ; but I was of opinion that, though certain 
actions could not be bad meroly because revelation 
had prohibited thoin, ur cQod because it enjoined 
them, vet it was probable that tfaosa actions were pro- 
hibited because they were bad fot us, or enjouied 
because advantageous in their nature, aJl things con- 
sidered. This persuasion, Divine Providence, or some 
gMardian angd^ and perhaps a concurrence of favouv- 
ablfi circumstaoces co-operating, preserved me from 
all immorality^ or gross and vohndury injustice, to 
which nry want of religion was calculated to expose 
me, in ue dangerous period of youtli, and in tlie 
haEardoufl situations in which 1 sometimes fmmd my- 
self, among strangers, and at a distance from the eyr 
and admonitions of my father. I may say vohmtat-y, 
because the errors into which 1 had fallen, had been, 
in a manner, the forced result either of iny own inex- 
^rience, or the dishonesty of others. Thus, beforo 
1 entered on my own new career, I had imbibeii !>oliri 
principles, and a character of probity. I knew theiv 
value ; and I made a solemn engagement with iny- 
i^clf never to depart from them. 

I had not long iffhirued from Burlincton before our 
j>riuting materials arrived from Loudon. 1 «ettleri 
my accounts with Keinier, and quitted him, with his 
own consent, before he had any knowledge of our 
plan. We found a house to let near the market. Wft 
took it ; and, to render the rent less burdenKimt: ; it 
was then twenty-four pounds a year, but 1 have bince 
known it let for seventy), we admitted Thomas (iod- 
frey, a glazier, with his family, who eased u» of a 
considerable part of it; and with him we agreed to 
board. 

We had no sooner unpacked our letters, and put 
our press in order, than a person of my acquaintance, 
George House, brought us a countryman, whom he 
had met in the streets inquiring for a printer, (hn* 
money was almost exhausted by the number of things 
we had been obliged to procure. The five dvllUuv 
w't rctic'jved from this cuuitlT3rtt\a.w^ x\v^ ^w'tV.^^vwviS 



stamp at Philadelphia. He was a is 
declined in yean, had an air of wlsdo 
grave manner of speaking. His iiarv 
Mickle. I knew him not ; but he stop] 
my door, and asked me if I was the yc 
had lately opened a new printing-hou; 
ans>vcring in the affirmative, he said th 
sorry for irie,as it was an expensive un 
the money that had been laid out up( 
lost, Philadelphia being a place falling 
inliabitants having all, or nearly all 
(Obliged to call together Uieir creditors, 
from undoubted fact, the circumstance 
lead VIS to suppose tlie contrary, sucl 
ings, and the advanced price of rent, 
appearances, which, in reality, contri' 
the general ruin ; and he gave me.80 1 
misfortunes, actually existing, or whic 
take place, that he left me almost in a 
TIad I known tliis man before 1 entei 
should doubtless never have ventured, 
liowever, to live in this place of decay 
in the same style, refusing for man; 
house, because all was gomg to wrei 
■" ■* - — *=-<'~»»*!rtn tn onn hn 
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rality, folitjcs, or philosophy, which wc/e to be du- 
cuseed aj the society ; and to read, once in three 
months, an essay of his own composition, on what- 
ever subject he pleased. Our debates were under the 
direction of a president, and were to be dictated only 
by a sincere desire of truth ; the pleasure of disput- 
ing, and the vanity of triumph, haying no share ui 
the business; and in order to prevent undue waniith, 
every expression wliich implied obstinate adherence 
to an opmion, and all duect contradiction, were pro- 
hibited, under small pecuniary penalties. 

The first members of our club were Joseph Breint- 
nal, whose occupation was that of a scrivener. Hi 
was a middle-aged man, of a good natural disposi- 
lion, stronger attached to his friends, a great lover oi 
]ioetjry, resuHnc every thing that came in his way, an(; 
writui^ tolerdbly well, higenious in many little trifles, 
and of an agreeable conversation. 

lliomas Godfrey, o skilful, though self-taught ma 
thematician, and who was aftcrwaras tlie inventor ot 
-.vhat now ^oes by tha name of Uadley*s dial ; but lie 
had little knowledge out of his own line, and was ir- 
supportable m company, always requirmg, like the 
majority of mathematicians that have fallon in ni> 
way, an unusual precision in every thln^ that is said, 
continually contradicting, or making trifling distinc- 
tions ; a sure way of defeating all the ends of con- 
versation. He very soon left us. 

Nicholas Scull, a surveyor, and who became, after- 
wards, surveyor-general. He was fond of books, and 
w'kAq verses. 

WiUiam Parsons, brought up to the trade of a shoe- 
maker, but who, having a taste for reading, had ar- 
rjuired a profound knowledge of mathematics. He 
nrst studied them with a view to astrology, and was 
afteru'ards the first to laugh at his folly. He also be- 
came surveyor-generaL 

William Mawgride, a joiner, nnd very excellent 
inechaiuc; and in other respects a man of solid un- 
derstanding. 

Hu^ fillerodith, Stephen Potts, and George Webb, 
of whom I have already spoken. 

Bol>en Gracc^ a young man oC fbiu.\iyfi\ %^\\^wv£> 



. .^ ciut> conunued to exist alinost as 1( 

' 1^ j ■' This was the best school for polit 

;.-'. fi that then existed m the province ; 

\ ; \ which were read once a week pr 

i| -i' cussion, induced us to peruse atten 

t^ , ' as were written upon the subjects 

* might be able to speak upon them 

We thus acquired tne habit of conv) 
ably; every object being discussed c 
' regulations, and in a manner to pr 

< gusL To this circumstance may I 

long duration of the club ; which ( si 
occasion to mention as I proceed. 

I have introduced it here, as liciug 
on which I had to count for success 
every member exerting himself to | 
us. Breintnal, among others, obtain 
part of the quakers, the printing o 
their history \ of which the rest wai 
Kcimer. Our execution of this w< 
means, masterly; as the price was vi 
iu folio, upon pro patria paper, and i 
^i with heavy notes, in tiie smallest ty] 

*•] a sheet a-day, and Meredith put it 1 




Uie stab «fnkti^ nd ba b > 
beftM Ui Bi^bboan an ou 
■track )taa iMt cf tbe un 



._,, . __ ..Jt poctiTcd by 

- _ _.. , -- „ A BCIIldH M I^UM&MI ud 

RNdit, Jkame^umnKOlhcrftliigi^tbMauinnv 
pnteteBM, tabs iba «m^aM of cmmnMim ai • 
dob M mmMDI^ iriiD nut mm ■nnfa^ H wa« 
thsjmaral «|ribkii d>M k wmdd ftilt then btiog 
alnttdj- tifo Brauiiis-hauMi in iha wni, Kehaei's 
mdJndfan iV Bnt Di. Btid, vhooi tc« and I bad 
□ccalilB ID at, DMn* jnui Bfia, at mi Datne ttnrn 
of St. Andiaw'L b> ScatUiid,«B*of a dlBtaeiu cwAi- 
■». " Tka MuHiT of tlui Vnnkfo (iud ha) is 
gqwrida to ao^ ilnng of dia kind I ban ever wit- 
ni M il I tM Idm 1^ atwDikirMalietumfiQin 
: it 4iwii in Iha .jiMniiiE 
of bad." TfaUaocauin 

iblTi «id, riwnlj aiftar, 

onaof itinMadM*oainetoauiJK)un,aiidoaar8d to 
supplj w wiA attidM of stationaiyi but w« wulied 
iM^ ai iM^ M ■mbanan ounalm with keening n 
■iHfi. Ittanot ficlheakeof af^duMethuIan-et 
ao rawhr into tiM paitienlan of n^ industiy, but tliat 
90eh or Biy daawnitnti u aball wad tbue memcFis 
map kmw tba lua oT thii virtue, bjr semng, in the n- 
ciitiof nnU^tbeoffiKtB it i^iefated in my favour. 
Gmb|B W«U^ baviDi tbund a tnmi who lent hini 
ihs iipiiiiij *nni to buy out hie ihne of Keuner, 
came cM dij to oBet himwlf to us as a joumeTmajt. 
We cootd tot ennddyhiia immediately; bull fool. 
idtly (old Km, undeT tba rose, that i intended EhoiU^ 
to polifiih a mtvpenoifical paper, aod that vie should 
than banirMk fer bbo. MTna(iMofnieces9,«hlcl> 
I tanpaittd toJun, were tbaodedmilheurcuniitaiicp. 
■bM tbo onlr puec wa bad in Fhbdalphia at thai 
timat and wAch Bndfind printed, ma a poliij- ihlng. 



wUob }« wai fnifitBUe. I coomoeutlT mppose 
that ajBDodwodEof ttaia kindeosld not lail oF euc 
HON. mbb betnnd mjMoiMtnKahDer, who, k 
provaM at, ImiuadkiBlf uiblialMd tba pnspictui o: 
a iiapi^llMlbo hitandadtoiatfnilahiiii^, acdir 
wBoh W*b wu to be ew^Bd. 

~ at tlui noeeediiie, and, niUi a 
ot MtD( abw «\ ^c9tw.^ 



Upon myseu, and in a few years it proi 
profitabte to me. 

I peirejve that I am apt to sneak in 
son, though our paitnership stiU contii 
perhaps, because, m fact, the whole busi 
upon me. Meredith was no coinpositoi 
indifferent pixissman ; and it was rareV 
<;tained from hard drinking. My frien 
to 8ee me connected with iiim ; but I co: 
rive from it the utmost advantage the c 

Our first number produced no other ei 
other paper which had appeared in the 
to t^pe and printing ; but some remarke 
liar sttrle or writing, upon the dispute 
prevailed between Governor Burnet as 
1 ;husetts Assembly, struck some persons 
cJL. ri^, caused the paper and its oditon 
of, andf, in a few weeks, induced them ti 
subscribers. Man^ otiiers followed thi 
and our subscription continued to inc 
was one of the first good efiects of the 
taken to learn to put my ideas oa pane 
fifais farther advantage fiom it, that ttie 
^ the place, seeing in the author of thii 
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AM>iriilylDtheOofwnBr,h«dbCMi«BMCiitedbyhiin 
Invimf €tmt» wad ineomtttmaom. Wefepnotad 
it wWi momamsf and ja t mt mmB,mid mt a oofiy to 
VfWf flMriMB^ ^uMj pwcaif 0d tb6 diflimiGS ; ftod 
it m nwiitflmird the mflaeaoa of «ir ftiendi in the 
Ai— aMy» ttl we new aooiitud Iti printer for tbe 
tbDowinig yeer.- 

Aaong tbeflefUoids, I 'MMifaft not t» ftn^ cMie mein- 
bar at putiovku^ Mt. Haaniton, w)wai i hare men- 
tteed m a IbroMr paK of niT narimtife, and wbo was 
iww laiin—d finxR Engiaoa. He wam^jr interested 
himiif forme on this occasion, as he did FikewiM on 
nanj odien afterwards; having contimiecl kiis kind- 
nase 10 m tia his death. 

Abaotthie period Mr. Yeraoix reminded me of the 
debt I owed hhn, but without pressing me for fmy- 
ment I wrote a hoiidsome letter ua ihe occasion, 
blessing him to wait a little kmger, to which he con- 
sented ; and as soon as I was able, I paid liini prin- 
cipal and hnlerest, with many expresiaonsof gratitude ; 
so that diis error of my life was, in a manner, atoned 
fof. 

But another tsoable now happened, te me, which I 
had not the smallest reason to expect Merest ith^s 
fiither,wlK>, according to our agreement, was to de- 
tibe whole expense of our prmting materials, liad 
' paid a hundred pounds. Anotlier hundred was 
dttis said the meiciiant being tired of waiting, 
commeneed a suit aiamst us. We bailed the action, 
but with the melancholy prospect, that, if the money 
watttot iMthoomingat the time fixed, the affair would 
eoDW to i s o a e , jadgmeot be put in execution, our de- 
Mitfal hopee be annihilated, and ourselves entirely 
nnned; as the type and press must lie sold, perhajM 
at half their value, to pay the debt 

£b this distress, two real firiends, whom generous 
eonduet I have never fojqgotten, and never nail for- 
gBL while I retain the remembfanoe of any thing, 
dine to nw sepaiately, without the knowledge of 
aaeh otfaei^ and without my having applied to either 
of thSBL fisdi ofiered whatever money might be 
iMDeawr to take the business into my own hands, 
if the tilatwas pTacUBabto|aftte9«iALtti:^x^^^'\ 




.tioos to tliem lor wnav w..^ 
ere still diq)09ed to do, if ihey had the powcu , 
1 the end, should they ^1 in their eneageinent 
ur partnen^ip be dissolved, I should men think 
3lf at liberty to accept the kindness of my fn 
Things lemained for gome time in this state, 
ast, 1 said one day to my partner, ** Tour fiul 
>erhi^ dissatisfied with foui having a share on 
Jie business, and is unwilling to do ror two, wht 
would do for you alone. T^ me frankly, if th 
ihe case, and I will resign the whole to you, au 
for mjrs^ as well as I can.** <' No, (said he) nr 
ther has really been disappouited in his hopes; 
not able to pay, and 1 wish to put him to no fi 
inconvenience. 1 see that 1 am not at all calci 
for a printer ; I was educated as a farmer, and 
absura in me to como here, at thirty years of og 
bind myself apprentice to a new trade. Many 
countrymen are going to setde in North Ce 
where the soil is exceedingly favourable. I am 
od to gQ with tliem, and to rcsiunc my forme 
pation. You will, doubtless, find friends w) 
assist you. If you will take upon yourself tl- 
of the partnership, return my father the 1 
— ♦»« A«» has advanced, pjiy my little (lersom 

— '^ n new saddl 



t. I publiibed ihoD 
ia tmamnf^pn, odA Hmjinn meivcdvitb gnal 

Asnon n ta WH goo*, r upUed to lEj' tm> ftiendf, 
■nd MtwHUDf-tD gin « f»ibHging pnference to 
cdtbtrvf dHm,! « oe« p lBd Una ocb, lialf wbat Ec 
had And tsa, ud nMcb ii 



. nnowniccounti ikUdi 

• MAiie, bif Mfertitamnt, of tha paiteenhip bc- 
dimdnd. llin wai, I think, in tb« ;m ms, 

Smi^ U Ik* Mnx period, the pao] 
new «BidDB of {i^ier-moDBv ; ttieei 



eyoT mt of naw cm 
pi« Aufcw, tirirtd^ tl 

hdm, MiaMlvmoMd'iStii iMMUMi V 
cnand lUi afiao m anr Jumd, in wfaioh I ' 



nbuildiDg; vhanas 1 lauBmbered to 
--jn 1 Snl pandad the aneclg of Fliils- 
^ mjp Kdl, tM mBrorily of thoM in Wai- 
iiat-iita«t,,S«ocnd-it(eat,Fouitb-gtmat,as well as n 
tfUX amtba inCbeaunand otimriiaeti, witb pa- 
pax an ibao, idpn^ing that ili^ wan to ba let; 
which Bad* roe ihiidc,aitbatinia, tlWthB inbaM- 
anlaaf tha town weia daNiting it ana aAar anoihar. 
Om driMaa mada DM K> fii% miner of Iho subject, 
thtti wiCMMid puHldiad onanoi^moaijnunplei, 
enHaad,'<*Aabiqniir Into tbaSatnie and necesaity 
of hparComn^.'* h wu nn wan raetiTed t^ 
■-. tlietnMiiBd BiddtnuchiMaofpecple; but iidis- 
' plaiwd iheopnleni, ai it iaw«a»d the clamour in la- 
( 'voutof ihaaaw'cniinioa HaTtnE,bowevei, no wri- 
' tar amcnfi-ftAa a^iabla of Bnm«ntt> "*• '**" QW'- 
lition tennM k» vWent ■, (uiA ll«TO Wtoj, to v^--- 



lyself to write. 

Time and experience so liill^ demonsu«vM 
itility of paper currency, that it never alter 
rienced any considerate opposition ; so that it 
nmounted to 55,000/. and in the year 1739 to 8C 
It has since risen, durhig the last war, to 35C 
trade, buildines, and population, liaving in the 
val continual^ increased : but I am now con^ 
that there are limits beyond which paper money < 
be prejudicial 

I soon after obtained, by the influence of my 
Hamilton, the printing of uie Newcastle paper d 
another pn^table work, as I then thoii^t it 
things appearing great to persons of moderate fc 
and they were rc^y ereat to me, as proving p 
couragements. He also procured me the pnr 
the laws and votes of tha^ Eovemroent, whic 
tained as long as I continued in tne business. 

I now opened a small stationer's shop, 
bonds and agreements of aU kinds, drawn 
more accurate form than had yet been see 
part of the world ; a work in winch I was ai 
ray friend Breintnal. I had also paper, pe 
nasteboard, books, &c. One Whitemash, 
- -:•«,» whom I had known in Lou* 
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by fltttdiiLtn&ooeasioiied no scandal; aiid,totfaofi» 
that 1 did not tiunk mytdf abofe my piofrssioii, I 
convgfed-hwm ■ni#iiiiieB in a wbedbaoidir, the pa- 
per 1 m|d puc^aMd at the wanhount. 

IthnsoMlSMd the vtpMioa of teng anindoa* 
triom jamsgiiiaa, and veiy punctual in his payments. 
The mentiantav who Imixmed artidea of statitmanr, 
sf^citedmyciutain; others oflfisred to furnish roe w^th 
boeiw, andTngr little trade went on^prosperously. [ 

Meamrliilev the oiedit and bushiess of Keimer di- 
miaishiqgemaj dayviw was at 1^ forced to seil bis 
stock to Mt|8^ his crtodhon; and he betook himself 
to Baifaadoes^ wheie he lived for some time in a veiy 
ImpoveridHd stale. His i^ppicntice, David Hanyy 
whom f bad iaatructed while I woriwd with Keimer, 
haviqg btaght his materials, succeeded hhn in the bn- 
sinessL i was anpiehensive, at first, of finding in 
Harry % posrerfiu competitor, as he was aTled to an 
opulent and Mspectable fiimily; 1 thei^bre proposed 
a partoer^p, which, happily for me, he reiectea with 
disdain. He was eztremefy proud, tboufjit himself 
a fine gendeman, lived extravagantly, and pursued 
amusemeBtswhJB^ sufibied him to bei scarcely ever at 
home ; of oopsequenne he became in debt, nedected 
his buidnesBy and budness negljcted him. Finding in 
a diort tiowy nothiug to do in the coun^ he followed 
Keimer to fiaibadoes, canying liis prinung materials 
with him. Ttidw the apprentics oroj^oyed his old 
master as a jouxnmnaan. They were continually 
qoandliog: and Harry, still getting in debt, was 
oblked, at hut, to eeD bis press and ^Fpes, and return 
to Ms old oceimatkm of husbandry in Pennsylvania. 
The petspn who purchased them, employed Keimer 
tomanaythebugnew; but he died a nw years after 

I had -now at Philadelphia, no competitOT but Brad 
find« who, bafaig fai easy circumstances, did not engage 
in me priati i ig of tiooks, except now and then as 
wuiiin e a ehamd to offer thems^ves ; and was not 
aindous to eittnd his trade. He iiad, liowever, one 
advantage ovar. me, as be had the direction of dve 
poatoftca,aad was, of consequence, supposed to have 
better oppdtiuiiltieB of obtaawia nav^. ^v& ^^As^t. 
was a]m> teppamd to be nioit tii&astitaigj&ovv&x^ ^^^v^- 



,f 



:;'.c;uiii, lirauiorci being so illiboi-ai a« 
Tills treatment of liis cxcitod my r 
iny ins-.c;ust was so rooted, I'nat, whc 
s:iiccecriv;'l !ii;n in tlie post-otiicc, i toe 
oopyin^i; liis example. 

I hail iitnerto continued to boar( 
wIjo, with liis wife and chilcJrcn, occu 
.lojpc, and half of tlie sliopfor his husi 
indecil, lie worked very little, bein^ a 
hy mutlicriiatics. iVlrs. Godfrey lorr. 
marrying rue to tlie daughter of one r 
She Cv^ntrived various opportunities oJ 
j;etli'ji\ !iU she saw that I wascaptivat 
not ('jit'ioult ; the lady hi question p 
•. lioroonal merit. The parents encoii 

dresses, by invit'uig mi continually i 
leaving us tOj^etliei*, till at last it was i 
H!i explanation. Mrs. (iodfrey undert* 
our liltlo treat3r. I ^ave iier to unders 
pected to receive with the young Iftdy 
I noy that would enable me, at least, t 

(■ rciiiainder of tho debt for my piintirg 

I was then, I believe, not more than a hi 
Sjie brouglit me for answer, that tlie 
«:iim ftt tKr»Jt» *li«^»-.»».-»»I I •-' .1.1-. 
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not If tbnr hsd m% ehai^id their mindsi or if i( 
was moni^ an aniifee, Bttrabaqg ow afitctions to be 
' too ftr afifft^ Ibr us tooMitt, and tiat w<s sboold 
contrifs to many secntly, WidBb would kave them 
at lAniy logif* or. not, as -tef pkassd. But, sus- 
pectkig^tfeiis BMtivo, I n et Ai. ip aa t again tetheir house. 

Sound tims aftsfa MMt Ckidfrfiy inftiinad me that 
tbey WHO ftfOkiibiiMy dispoahl ti^vraid as, and wish- 
<id me to ie»sw the asquaintanee; to I declared a 
film laeolatiiHi never to have an; tldns more to do 
frith tt^ fiunilT. The Godftsya ttmmeed some re- 
BCHti n sy a at tinst and as we- could no longer agree, 
th^ i^ianjpd their lesidenee, kaviag me in posses- 
sion of thawfaole bMse. I tbm reecdved to take no 
morelod^Mlk This affiurhavingtomed my thoughts 
to aamjjBfl looked asound me, and made overtures 
of aHianoe Br other quarters; but I soon found that 
the ptofca si o n of. a printer, being generally looken 
upon as a pter tradc» I could expect no money with 
a wife, a( leasl^ if t wished her to pomms any other 
chaimi. Meanwhile, that passion af^^mb, bb diffi- 
cidt loAyyein, had<^en drawn me mto iAliigfDe»witIi 
dospicaMo, women who fell in my wb;^; wliich were 
not unaoGompenief'. with SKoeose and mconveuience, 
beodes th»perpetod risk or injurii^; nr^ health, and 
catchfngf-diaaMB which 1 dreaded above all thbgs. 
Bat I waeibirttuiate enou&h to escape this danger. 

As a nei^bbour and old acquahitance, J had kept 
up a fiattsdiy intfanacy wllh the fiunily of Miss Rf^ad. 
Her danmsluBd letamed an aflbctseaicHr me fron. the 
time'of iny kNbpng in their house. I was often in- 
vited thither; tbejr consulted ma ahoot theur afiairs, 
andlhadbeensQBietimesserviceittiletathem. I vims 
touched wUh the unhappy situation, of their daugh- 
ter, who was ahnosji always melauchdiy> and continu- 
ally ladEingsolitcdC ]- regarded ihylfHietlulness and 
Infwwiian q^ daifaig my alwde ht London, as the prin- 
dpsal part er her misnrtune, thoi^ her mothei had 
m caadoor to attribute the fiwU^ tp herself, rather 
ten 10L M haaause, after having prevented our mar- . 
ifaps |a a fhiu4y to my departure, die had induced . 
bar ta amiy another hi my abamce. \ 
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She proved to ine a gotvi and feithft 
and contributed esseiitially to the succe; 
VVe prospered together, and it was our 
to rfiiider each other happy. Thus I 
well as I could, this great error of my y 
Our club was not at that time establ 
vem. We held our meetings at the 
<~rrace, who appropriated a room to 
Some meniLier observed, one day, that 
were frequently quoted in the course e 
sioD.s, it would be convenient to have tl 
:n tlie room in which we absembled, u 
• onsulted upon occasion ; and that, by tl 
"ointnon library of our individual coll 
A'ould have the advantage of using the 
•he other members, which would neariv 
as if he possessed them all himself J 
iipp -over!, and we accordingly brought s 
we tnoiight we coulrl spare, which were 
end of the club- room. They amounted 
iiy as we expected ; antl though we mad 
sic use of tnem, j'ct some inconvenient 
Toni want of care, it was agreed, after i 
*o discontinue the collection ; and eacl 
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[The life of Dr. Franklin, as written by himself, sc 
tar as it has yet been cotnmunicated to tiic 'vorld. 
breaks off in this place. Wi understand tha* it wa^ 
continued by him somewhat &rther, and we hope 
that the remainder will, at some fiiture period, be 
communicated to the public. We have no hesitation 
in supposing, that every reader will find himself 
greatly interested by the firank suupUcity, aiid t^c 
pliil isophical discernment by which these pag.^b are 
so eminently characterized. We have thcreibre thuugk 
proper, in oider, as much as possible, to relieve his 
regret, to suirioin the following continuation by oiu> 
oAhe Doctors intimate friends. It is extracted from 
an American periodical publication, and was writtcr 
by the late Dr. Stuber,* of Philadelphia. 



* Dr. Stitber was bora ia Fhiladelfiiia, of 0«;r(ii)in |iart:uts 
lie was sent, st »a early a^e, to the uuiversity. where tti^ 
^eniin, dilirence, and amiuble trruper, sooi' acquired hiro 
the particular notice and favour cf those under who9e itn 
mediate direction he was placeo After paaMni; through 
the common course of study, in a much shorter time tiian 
usual, be lefi the university, at the age of sixteen, w ith great 
reputation. Not loo|^ after, he entered on the study of phy 
sic ; und the ceal with which he pursued it, and {hi: ad- 
vances be made, gave his friends reason to form the mosi 
flatteriiy prospects of his future eminence and usefulness in 
his pronsston. As Dr. Stub'^r's circumstances wert: very 
moderate, he did not think this |iurcuit well calculated to an- 
swer them. He therefore relinquished it. after he had ob- 
tained a decree in the profenion, and qualified himself t( 
practice with credit and success ; and immediately entered 
on the study of the law. While in purw't of the last-men- 
tioned object, be was preverted, by a premature death, from 
reaping the fmit ot those talents with which he was en- 
dowed, and of a yeoth spent in the ardent and succetsfu! 
I'lirsuit of useful end elegant litf^ratitrt. 



trom uie warn oi uoraries siuiicieiiuy i 
circumstances, the establishment of a 
was an important event This was f 
by Franklin,* about tlic year 1731. 
subscribed forty shilling each, and 
icn shilUngs annually. The number i 
in 1742, the company was incorporate 
uf " The Library Company of Fhila 
vcral other companies were formed 
imitation of it. These were aR at len£ 
the Library Company of 1 'hiladeK)hia, 
ccivt'd a considerable accession of book 
It nov.' contains about eight thousand 
suhj(!cts, a philosophical apparatus, an« 
collection of natural anff artificiad ci 
its support, the Company now possess 
perty of considerable value. They hi 
an e'leg&nt house in FiiUi-street, in the 
will be erected a marble statue of thci; 
jam in Franklin. 

This institution was greatly encoi 
friends of literature in America and ir 
The Feno fiunily distinguished them 
donations. Amongst the earliest firien 
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-unifonDlT refused to accept of aaj compensation. 
Durii^ Oiif tfane, he oomnMnriMttact to the directon 
everf Mfanwlina rdative to aiipiovainents and dia- 
coveon in the aits» agricahun. and phifeiopby. 

The beneficial influroceof tfala hutifirtkin was soon 
evident The tenne of anfaac i ytion t» k were so mo- 
derate, that it was aocessibfe to emjr one. Itsadvau' 
tafM weie notcoofined to the opuMit Thecitizens 
in tlie .middle and lower wallu of life were equally 
parttdpen of them. Hence a dmiree of informatioii 
was e&ieoded amonnt all claMBs of paople. The 
enmmlBW^'Mwn followed. Liboriea were estab- 
Uebed hi mornus places, and tliey are now becooic 
very mimCBiin in uie United States, and particularly 
in muy^faaia. It is to be hoped that tney will be 
sUU toon widely extended, and that information will 
be every wime increased. This will be tlie best se- 
curity for maintaining our liberties. A nation of well- 
infooned meoy who nave been taught to know and 
priae lbs ri^ts which God has given them, cannot bo 
enslaved. It is in the repons of ignorance that ty- 
rann;^ sc^fe. It flies before the ligjbt of science. Let 
the citiMDS of America, thm, encourage institutions 
calcutated to difiiise knowledge amongst people; and 
amoog^ thMS, paUic libraries are not tne least im- 

In 1738, Fiwikiio began to publish Poor ilichard^s 
Almanac. This was lemarkable for the numerous 
and valuable concise maxinis wtiich It contained, all 
tending to ezliort to industiy and firugahty. It was 
continued iot many years. In the ahnanac for the 
last.year,aU the maxinis were coUected in an address 
to the leadnr, entitled, *' The Way to> Wealth." This 
has beep translated hito various languages, and in- 
serted in difierent publication& It has also been 
printed 60 a large sheet, and inay be seen framed in 
many bouses in this city. This address contains, 
perhaps, the best practical system of ecdnomy that 
ever has appeared. It is written hi a manner intelli- 
gible to evaiy one, and which cannot fiul of convinc- 
ing evaiy daider of the. justice and propriety of tho 
remaiks aod advke which it Qontains. Thft dcvvv^^cc^ 
for tirif ahnanac was to 9«aV ^kaX >»cy. ^^vysaKv>^ 
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.» tu iiie general assembly of Peur 

was re-elected *)y succeeding assembl 
years, until he was chosen a represei 
citvof Philadelphia 

Bradford was possessed of some ad 
Franklin, by being post-master, thereby 
portunity of circulating nis paper inor 
and thus rendering it a better vehicle 
mentss ^c. Franklin, in his turn, enjc 
Tanta^s, by being appointed post-maste 
phia, m 1737. Bradford, while in offit 
ungenerously toward Franklm, prevent 

= s as possible, the circulation of his paner. 

an opportuniw of retaliating : but nis 

, ' soiU prevented him from making use of : 

The ^x)lice of Philadelphia had ear 

watchmen, whose duty it was to guard 

r'nst the midnisht robber, and to give t 
m in case of Are. This duty is, {Mr 
the most important tliat can be committi 
( of men. The regulations, however, wei 
>.{;•■ ciently strict. Franklin saw the dangers 
! • 41 this cause, and suggested an alteration, « 
■W^: the guardians of the night to be more v 
*|j| ; the lives and nmnor*-"*'*' 
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I^any ia thaicity. This- wnq^B was soon foil 
bY oilmi And then ub now asmecous fire coi 
fdesiDtitooityaiidUbartles. To these ma^ be i 
imiad, ia a crtat d^ma, the aeckfitY in extingMis 
fiVB^-i* wldoh the dtinna of Fhiladelphja are 
tJngawfcad, and tliaincoBridaiaMa damage which 
c^ has susiafaied fiom thb cause. Son.e time af 
FiaakUn suggested the plan of an association for 
soriug bouses (xooi losses fagrfira» which was adepts 
and the associatioo continues to this day. The a 
vantages esperienoed firam it have been great 

FiDm.the first establishment of Pennsylvania, 
spirit of dispute appears to have prevailed amongt 
its inbabirants. Dunng the lifo-time of William Penn 
the coBsdtution had been ^vee times altered. Afte 
this peiiod| the histoiy of Pennsjdvania is little els 
than a recilal of the quarrels between the proprieta 
ries, or their govemws, and ttie Assembly. The pra 
prietaries contended for the right of exempting tnei 
lands -fimn taxes; to which iie Assembly would b; 
110 means ccHisent This subject of dnqpute injterferei 
in almost every auesdoigt, ana prevented the most sa 
lutaiy laws firorn oeing enacted. This, at times, sub 
jected the peo^ to gjreat inconveniences, lu th 
year 1744, dunng a war between France and Grea 
Britam. some French and Indiaiis had made inroad 
uponthe frontier inhabitants of the province, wh 
were unprovided for such au attack, it became ne 
cesBarytnat Uie citizens should arm for tlieii* defence 
Oov«mor Thomas recommended to the Assemblji 
who were then sitting to pass a militia law. To thi 
they would agree, omy upon condition that he shouh 
fdve his asient to certam laws, .whiqh fkppeared h 
wem calculated to promote the intevests ot the peo 
pie. As he thought these laws would be injurious t 
the propcietaries, he tefiised his assent to them ; an( 
the Assembly broke up without passiqg a militia law 
The situation of the proviuoe was, at this time, truh 
alaomog; eaposed to the continual inroad of an ene 
my, destitute of every means of dsfimce. At thi 
finish Fianklia stepped focth, and proposed to i 
niaetuig of Hm eitiiens of Philarialphia, a plan oC -> 
voluntary aaoNation for tha dafbnce tA lihe \)>x^\\v\r 



unourkWd lo ten thousand, 
mel of Oic Fhiladelpbia re- 
link proper la accept of the 



discovery wnich clmnicici- 
ntday. Ofalltliebranchc< 
ij, ek-ciricity liaii hecti lean 

ni Plhiy, aiiil from them, h\ 
year ItJUO, (iilhcrl, an Eng 
G4>abLrlGrabLy, the rataloeue 
c (hft jKOperty of attmcuni: 
■ C-ii*ncke, a burgomaslcc of 
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and 1741, DesaimiKerB made a. inmbflir of flKpni. 
mentt^ Imt added mde of importmnk He first used 
the tmmfianductonBnddteitie$rjftrm. lo 1743, 
gevernl inaaoioQS Gennaiifl anmM io tfais sutriect; 
of these the piiocipal weie^ [nuwiiiw JImb, of Wit- 
tembeiE* proAssoT vl^inUer, of Liripricif OcMrdoiif a 
Scotch Benedictiiie nMrnk^jiioieseor of philosophy at 
Ei&it, aad Dr. Ludol^ of Bcsfin. The ranlt of tfaeii 
reeeaichea astooisfaed- the phUosophen ^ Europe. 
Their apparatas was hu^ and by'meaiA of it tbey 
were enabled to collect hue? quantities of the electric 
fiqid, ajnd thus to (Mroduce fmnomena which had been 
hitlierto unobserved* T^ kBlad small birds, and 
set spirite on fire. Their experiroents.Bscited the cu- 
riosity of o^er philosophers. Ck^nson, about the 
year 1745| sent to the Library Company of Philadel- 
phia, an accoimt of these experiments, together witli 
a tube, and directions how to use it Franklin, vritb 
some of his friends^ immediately engafiBd in a course 
of experiments ; the lesuh of whicn u well known. 
He was enabled to make a number of important disco- 
veries, and to propose Uieorles to account for various 
phenomena, wliich have been universally' adopted, 
and which bid fair to endure for ages. His obser- 
vations he communicated, in a series of letters, to 
his friend Collinson ; the first of whkh is dated 
Match 2ft, 1747. In these ho shows^ the power of 
points in drawing and throwing off the electrical 
matter, which had hitherto escaped the notice of elec- 
triciana He also made the grand discoreiy of a phis 
and mimuj or of a positive and negaiim state of elec- 
tricity. We give him the honour <tf this, without 
heatation; although the English have claimed it for 
tbojt ^pUhtryman, Dr. Watson. W^atson's paper is 
dated January 21, 1748; Franklin's, July 11, 1747 ; 
several months prior. Shortly aiter, Franklin, from 
his prioclides of the plus and minus stata, explained, 
in a satkBiotory manner, the phenomena of tno Ley- 
dOn phial, first observed by Mr. Cuneus, or by pro- 
fessor Muscheobroeck, of Leyden, which had much 
per]^xed pSbilosophers. He showed clearly, that the 
bottle, when chaiged, contained no moxQ cX^cxtvO^n 
Uian befoft^ b^nmat as much was x^^kavv It^w^ qnn<^ 
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anew coating, the shock mighi 
the year 1749, he first suggested 
the phenomena of thunuer^st 
borealis, upon electrical princi 
many particiUars in which ligh 
agree ; and he adduces many 
from &ct8, in support of his po. 
year he conceived the astonislii 
idea of ascertaining tlie truth ol 
tually drawing down the liglitnin 

glinted iron rods raised into the i 
ven in this uncertain state, his 
!" .' • \ to mankind displays itself in a po 

' ? : i mitting the identity of electricity 

, f knowing the power of pomtsmrepc 

^' ' with electricity, and m conductiri 

■ and imperceptibly, he suggested t 

'. ' houses, ships, &c. from being dar 

' -' by erecting pointed rods, that shi 

above the most elevated part, and 
. ' into the ground or the water. Tii 

'^ , .]^ concludra, would be either to pre> 

v«'<iV pelling the cloud be3r'md the stril 

drawing off the electrical fire wHm 
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would> be coocerrod, imixin t6 It • portion of their 
eleetikiqrt wldoh would be lendendT evident to the 
senseB bjiimrin being einHted, wjbflB akefff^ luiucUe, 
oroCberoiMMUictor,w«spiegeotedt»it Fhiladelphia 
at this tkne mfibfded no oppoitunitf of Hying an ex- 
peiinientof this kmd. While FnaAM was waitmg 
Bir tlie erection of a spiile, it oocuned to him that he 
niil^ haive mora ready access to the legjkm of clouds 
bj fllhea:ai of a common kite. He pr^aied one by 
fhwlfii i in g two cross sticks to a silk handkerchief, which 
woukl not suffer so much fiom the rain as paper. To 
the uprigjht etiek Was affixed an iron point The string 
iviis,a8 osual, of hemp, except the Ibwer'end, which 
was riUL Where die hempen string terminated, a key 
was fiuleBed. With ttiis apparatus, on the appear- 
anee of a thondergust approaching, he went out into 
the commons, accompanied by hu stki, to whom alone 
he eoromanioued his intentions, weU knowing the rid- 
icule winch, too generally for the interest of science, 
awaits unsuoeesoul experiments in ^hilosoph^. He 
niaoed iiimeeif under a shade, to avoid the ram — his 
nie was raised— a thunder-clond passed over it — no 
sign 6f deetiicity appeared. He abnost despaired of 
succees, wiien, sudoenly, he observed the loose fibres 
of his stiAig to move towards an erect position. He 
now prasmted his knuckle to the ke|^, and received a 
strong spaj^L How exquisite must his sensations have 
been at this moment ! On this experiment dc^jended 
the fiue of his theory. If he succeeded, his name 
woidd rank hu;h among those who had improved 
science; if he railed, he must inevitabl]^ be subjected 
to the derision of mankind, or, what is worse, their 
1^, as a wcU-meaning man, but a weak, silly projector. 
Tlie anxiety with ¥rhich he looked for the result of his 
expermmit, may be easily conceited. Doubts and 
despair had begun to prevail, when the foot was ascer- 
taiMd in so clear a manner, tiiat eiven the most incre- 
dttleiiecoidd BO longer williboldtheirassent Repeated 
sfMokfl weie drawn from the key, a phial was charged, 
a ahoiBk f/jif^ and all the experiments made which 
ace osuslly performed with electricity. 

About a BMUth before tliis period, soitA Sxvi^xA&ivy;. 
Vwmebamn bad completed the discovery \tv ^^m^^> 



)erimeiits and Obseiv4».. 
iladelphia, in America." I'hey ,. . 
idity, and soon translated into dinbront languu^ 
very incorrect Frencii translation fell into the ban 
the celebrated Biiffon, who, notwitlistanding t 
isadvantages under which the work laboured, w 
inch pleased with it, aiul repeated the experimei 
vitli success. He prevailed on liis iiiend, M. WA 
.)ard, to give his countrymen a more correct tnuid 
tion of the works of the American electrician. Tt 
contributed much towards spreading a knowledge 
Frai\klin*s principles hi Fmnce. The king, 1^ 
XV. hearing of these experiments, expressed a wi 
to be a spectator of iliem. A course of experimM 
was given at the seat of the Due D*Ayen, at St Gt 
main, by M. de Lor. The ap])lausc8 vvhich thfi Kt 
bestowed upon Franklin, excited in Buffon, D'Alibai 
and De Lor, an earnest desire of ascertaining the in 
of his theory of tlumdergust. Buifon ercct^ his 
paratus on the tower of Montbar, M. D*Aliban^ 
iVIary-la-ville, and De Jx)r at his house in the £« 
pade at Paris, some of the highest ground in that r 
lal. D*Alibard's machine first showed signs of 
tricity. On the lOtli of May, 1752, a thunder-^ 
•'»•• it, in the absence of M. D^Alibard, i 
"» drawn from it byCoi/ 
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^liiacoveiy. HioiessnlUchiioajibiidelkirtoaddinueh 
to tiM'rtddE fif knowtedgp on thb JubtBct, when an 
unibrtiBHte iadi from- his coodaetoCpiit a period to 
bis OTWUmoo. The finends of sdienc* will long re- 
meiiiber widi regtet, the amisUB martyr to electncitv. 

B^ tiMsa ezprnmants Fianklin's . tbeoiy vms estao- 
lisbed In the most convinch^ manner. When the, 
trodiof it could no longer be doubted, eii?y and va- 
m^endeavoiRod to detract liom its rnent That an 
Ameripan, an inhabitant of the obscare city of Phila- 
^Ijjy^, Ihe name of.i;i4ucb was hardly known, should 
be ftbte to make discoveries, and to frame theories, 
wbkfa bad eeeaped the notice of the enlightened phi- 
loia^MKsof Europe, was too mortifyinff to be admit- 
ted. He most certainly have taken toe idea from 
some one else. An American, a being of ^an inferior 
Older, make discoveries I-^mpossible. It was said, 
that the Abbe Nollet,l748,1i^ soggrated the idea of 
the snoSlarity of lightning and electiicity, in his Le- 
eont de Phijftiqtte. it is true that the Abbe mentions 
the idea, but he throws it out as a bare conjecture, and 
proposes no mode of ascertaining the truth of it. He 
nimaelf acknowledges, that Framdin first entertained 
the bcUdkoi^t of bringing li^iitning from the hea- 
vens, by means of pointed lOds nxed in the air. The 
simiUunty of ligfatiun^ and electricity is so strong, that 
we n0ed not be surprised at notice being taken of it, 
as soon as ^eotricaf phenomena becmnc^ ramiliar. We 
find it mentioned by JDr. Wall and Mr. Grey, while the 
science was in its mfruncy. But the honour of form- 
ing a MKular theory of tbundeiipsts, of suggesting a 
modectfoeterminingtheirutfa of it by experiments, and 
of putting these experiments in practice, and thus es- 
tamiihing the theory upon a firm and adM basis, is 
incontiBiwJly due-to Franklin. D'Alibard, who made 
the fijrst exper im ents in France, says, that be only fol- 
lowed the tract which Franklin had pointed out 

It baa been of late asserted, that the honour of com- 
pleting tbe-teaiment with the electrical kite, does 
notbdaMttoFxanklm. Some<late£iig|&^ paragraphs 
have attxtoutad it to some Frenchman, whose name 
thev da not aMatMo ; and the Abb^ BeitSnoXoxv ^\^^%\x. 
to fdL de Hmmt^ useseor to tho presided ol ^^\^c. 



covery, and wbcu it was km 

ia Europe 

Besides these great princi 

electricity contain a number 

have contributed greatly tow 

of knowledge to a science. 

Icy communicated to him a 

kinds of electricity, excited I 

phur. This, we have £aid, \ 

du Fnye ; but it was tor mar 

philosophers were disposed t 

mcna, rather from a diflferenc 

iricity collected, and even Du 

last to liave adopted tliis doct 

entertained the same idea; 

experiments, he perceived ti 

.i rigliti and that the ot<reou« ai 

Y Du Faye were nothing more t 

f^aiive states which lie had be: 

!.- the glass globe chaiged posi 

i quantity of electricity on the 

' "• (^. the globe of sulphur diminisli 

y :' l^.^ ,;■ or chaiged negatively. These 

vadons opened a new field 
which p1«i#>t»J/»s«»— • —* — * 
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inla iha cfaudi^ and aMA»(ta«illl>at iirike invi 
(ho MitL' Ths Imkt staMntaSflMB otMervatioix 
isilMtdlninliidMi.inai aDdiMtfaaribcoieiTDf 
ajoaMMlliiSKUabMBNldtatoofsMKlenidue, 
udkM&n Mributod w te AhM BMAolom wbo 
poUMwdMi moMlt te the M^^ la 171& 

Fq^aVi iBtMD baia Ian H— iTiWi inta most 
iiflliiriiiniiwnliiHi^w. iitil liilii tath Innropor- 
'nBttbaf has* bwoaM known, li bfriu a iu fa hava 



rhMrisa. fstOetilMlr 1? tlMiU)MNoIlM,whowB», 
\:inm»tut Ittblj roffuivi, whU* ihBfltstpliJbMii- 
pben J»Smg» tUppBi fiua in deftooe oT Fnuik- 
liQ'B p rfnaliiM, uaODgM irtiomD'AUbaiduid Uec- 
rarin v«e At matt (HsUB^dthed. Th* opptHiott 
i» pKdndr eaaitd, tad ttaa FntiUinitn i^stcin is 



pniud! 

dnedm faiU Bm 



^Uj^lning, bi 
:aiHM;lon aM 
di 

^' 
__^ ...li difficult b« braa^ to lay eslde 
d BtlMkt t, oi to adopt n*1T ones. And 
ptriittM mtee DMiie imuod to b* niipriwd tbai s 
faeoem, komrer nttional, whldi wti propowd 
aboot n^ tfp^ ibonld in ttiM dmt bore bom adopt- 
ed Is M tMitr [|1*BM, than Ibtt itbai not uniTsreal- 
Ij 'pranflad. It ii enly br degnu dnt the great 
btcy </ DMutkind can be led into BUT ptacticet, tew • 
■FKulntBiyfiMdruiidaaor. It 1* Downea^irighty 
yeare since inoculalinn wiis iniroJuced into Europe 



present, Aat it will cequice one or two cantutist to 
rsadoT iliQ. 

la ihejioai 1T45, Franklin published an account of 
hit new imented P«Dn«yJvaiua fiiB-places ; in which 
he minutelr and accurately statu the adiantages of 
iliflerent kindv of firtt-places \ and eiadaa.voxu% \ik 
■how, that (he dob which he deKi'ibes ta Vi^^tc- 
fennJ w aoc oOicr. This canuiTSBCB l»8 VNcn ivw 



tr: — 



air may enter thioqgh araoL. ^ 
which are coldi. tooto-aohiMi, Aie. . 
Ahhom^ phfloinpiy was a pri; 
Franklin's nn^dtiir several yaark 
felf not to ttiis. In tiHo ywr 1747, bi 
ber of the nnerel aMsmbW of Pet 
bujig|B88fi}r UM city (tf Fhikdelphia. 
subsisted at this time between the ^ 
proprietaries; each cootending for w 
ed to be th^ just r|ri|t8. . Franklii 
rijB^ of man firom his inikncy, 8 
hmiself a steady otmoi i e a t or the < 
the proprietaries. He was soon jkx 
head ot the omMMMm; and to bio 
buted many oifthe spirited rofdies c 
the messages of tbejovenKurs. H 
body was veiy gnat TtUs arose q 
rior powers m eloquence; be 90k 
he nefcr was known to inake an} 
borate harnu^^oe.^ His^eeoheso 
single sentence, of a well-told stoiy, 
was obviously to the point Hem 
floweiy field of oratory. His rose 
mild. His.Mij^ in speakhig wu 



nanendy flBavet wl^Aeaiion^btdoiiebymakins 

^®"^ T^^^JET^^"'''^"^* y yj^"! "'^ depend 
upon inflnnfag and ffiwiiidiBg InfenMtkni to e?erf 

clEUM of BMO. We have mmdf not that he was 
the feo afcr jof a» pubti o lUyaiy^ ipfaidli contributed 
ttieaUv Uwudi luipiOfiDg^tfiB mndi of the citizens. 
But lUa was not sufflcienL tile nliiMls then sob- 
ailiq|w«» hi geneial of litte otilitf. The teachers 
won men 91 quafified for the importaat Soty wluch 
thoT bad ondnrtaken; and, after alt, nothing more 
cotud'be obtained than the lodimoits of a common 
EngaUb. odocation. FranikUn diew ira a. plan of an 
acadSHiji-to be erected in the city of Philadelphia, 
suitod to .** the state of an infimt oountry;" but in 
thiOp as fai «H his plans, he confined not ms riews to 
the pseMnt time only. He lodLed forward to the pe< 
rkM when an imtlt u t i un on an enlarged plan would 
btcome necessary. With this ^ew, he considered 
his academy as ** a foundation for posterity to erect 
a seminaiT of lestniing more extensnre, and suitable 
(o ftrtmn clrcnmistances.** In pursuance of this plan, 
tho oonslhutions were drawn up and agncd on the 
13th of November, 1 749. In these, twenty-four of the 
moot respectable citixans of Philadelphia were named 
as trustees. In the choice of these, and in the for- 
mation of hisj^an, FranUin is said to have consulted 
chkdEly trHh Tboma'* Hopkinson, Esq. the Rev.Richard 
Feter8,ifaai secretary ofthe urorince, Tench Francis, 
Esq. attomey-^eneral, and Dr. Pliineas Bond. 

Tlia foDowm| article diows a spirit of benevo- 
Isnoo wortby d imitation ; and, for the honour of our 
d^y wa hope that itcontinnes to be in force. 

■* In case of tiie disability of tiie nefor, or any 
masts^ (ostahttshed on the foundation by receiving q 
eanain sidiuy) through sickness, or any other natu 
Ad lafinnity, wfaoreby he may bt lednoed to poverty 
ttaa tmstses shall hare power to contribute to bis sup- 
pose In praportion to his distress and merit, and the 
siMk inMrhands.'* 

Tbo lastelanse of the fondamental rule is express- 
fd In langiiagi so tender and benevolent, so truly 
Mientaly t hrtjt win do eveiiasthis iicn\o>Qix xs) vv^vi 
flMXts SDod JhsMli of tbo lbiiil§Ki^k 



"J«>"5? ,their studies, aid""^ 
^eyshaU zealously ?nite,a^ 
^hl^^ .be^inade to promot 
whether in business, offices, r 
^hmg for their advantage, in i 
peijwns whatsoever, e^n of e, 
-rci !u *^°"stitution being sicr 
wj^ the names of the ien^ 

«Jves as trustees and founde 

I hiladefphia, that the sum of 
per annum, for five years, wj 
few weeks subscribed for ^ 
Jion; and in the beginrdng o 

!!*»?; j«°d the English scho< 
caung sixty boys and thirty i 

SSf »*^!? ?;« Charitable S 
J«d, amidst all the difBculties ! 

-=iV- a^ K*r "'^^^^ ^n respect 

Hjjlj SHU been continued fun for 

m. ISf?L5>«.^owing thnje 
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Dr. WmA3m\ who, notwiriMlM^liK tiie multinli- 
olty of UivMte enctgememi 4nA ^Mtsuits, at that 
htuf^tmtik^tilnm IHe, wM a tdMWht attendant at 
tha iiijiklj -irbfaitioBB ' and '#iitnmilteBB of the 
flcbooii^aiMttCdah l^iijpaitteidaralirijt by means 
of Im oitHifiVa mmpoMMM alaiM 
tha mamiiim of ,lfaa aartihkxr, 9ibA% cbaW stu- 
dMMK a»d lebnlan'to h ikom AM dtfl^rant parts of 
AaMkAi and ilia Wan Indiq^. lliroorii the inter 
III Hilton of hi* beMvbWnt and Uiuned liiend, Feter 
CoUfaMon of LoodoiD, upon the application of the 
tfiHmiiJSi a ehaaiar' of ine o rpo ra tien, dated July 13, 
1753, was olitafaNd fic^ii tns honourable pioprietors 
of Peanqrlvaiiia, Thomas Pann, and Richard Penn, 
EafpB. aeoompanitdt 4#ith a liberal benefaction of 
five buDdred pounds stexlhig; and Dr. Franklin 
now biigan in grioA aameet to please himself with 
tl>» hoops of a apeadj accompfishment of his ori- 
jpaal 4M8i9^ vis. tha establishment of a perfect in- 
Bunftioiiy vfpon the plan of the European colleges 
and m^vanitias; mr which his ecaoemy was m- 
tended at a nursery or ibundatien. -To elucidate 
tidt- fiuol, is a matter of considerable importance in 
laspeet to tha memory aud character of Dr. Frank- 
lin aa a pidiosophar, and as the friend and patron 
of iHundiif; and science ; Ibr, notwithstanding what 
is aapi a ssq r declared by him in the preamble to 
tka oooimliona, viz. that the academy was begun 
fi» •* Haahing tha Latfai and Greek languages, with 
aU aiiAil teancbes of the arts and sciences, suita- 
bla lotbaitaM of an uiftnt couatiy, and laying a 
fanidatiwi finr posterity to eieot a seminary of 
laafiiing moia axtenrive, and suitable to their fii 
tma dHwetanoes;" yet it has boas piggested o 
IfetK.^:am Dr. Franklfai's ambw Hy, that tha 
l4|tm«DdtikM« or the daa4 langjnagei, are an in- 
cHiJitaiiB a'a|ioii a scheme of Imal education, and 
diat the 'ingmfting or fbundhag a coUege, or more 
a amadv a ieBdBaQr» npon his academy, was with- 
out Ids MnraMtion or agency, and gave him dis- 
content Tf iba laverse of tids does not already ap« 
pe«r fiom iritat has been quoted abQ^a, t)!cA lo^^uorv- 
mg tetMi wfll jHtt the faattot \)«:^<^ ^S£<g^\«. 



the head ot ooui, *•«<«..„ _ 

period of thir^-six years, to presidi 

guished reputation. 

Fromlthese letters also, the state of 
at that time will be seen. 

" Philad. Apr 
"Sir, 

" I received your favour of the 11th 
your new piece* on Education^ whicl* 
full^ peruse, and give you my sentimen 
desure, by next post 

" I believe the young gentlemen, yoi 
be entertained and instructed here, ii 
and philosophy, to satisfaction. Mr 
was educated at Glasgow) has been Ic 
to teach the latter, and Mr. Grew( the 
think their pupils make great proere; 
has the care of the Latin and Gre^s 
has now ^ree good assistants, || he c 
ford some hours every day for the ins* 
who are engaged in higher studies, 
tical school is pretty well furnished v 
The English library is a good one : 
* •'" •♦ ^ "liddline apparatus 
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t)C^ will shortly be opened ; so that neither books 
nor instruments will be wanting ; and as we are de- 
termined always to give ^)od salaiiest we have rea- 
son to believe we may have always an opportunity of 
choosing good masters ; up<»i which, indeed, the suc- 
cess of the whole depends. We are obliged to you 
for yomr kind ofiers in this respect, and when you are 
settled in England, we may occasionally make use of 
youi friendship and judgment 

** If it sirits your convenience to visit Philadelphia 
before you return to Europe, I shall be extretncly 
g^d to see and converse with you here, as well as to 
correspond with you after your settlement in England ; 
for an acquaintance and communication with men of 
learning, virtue, and public spirit, is one of my great- 
est enjoyments. 

" 1 do not know whether you ever happened to sco 
Che first proposals I made for erecting this acadeiny. 
I send them inclosed. They had (however imper- 
fect) the desired success, being followed by a sul)- 
scription of four thousand pounds, towards carrying 
them into execution. And as we are fond of receiv- 
ing advice, and are daily improving by experience, 1 
am in hopes we shall, in a few years, see a perfect 
insUtuiion, 

" I am, very respectfully, «fcc. 
" B. FRANKLLX. 

^» Mr, W. Smith, Long Island.'' 



'*Philad.May,2. 1753. 
"Sa, 
*• Mr. Peters has just now been with me, and wo 
have compar^ no-es on your new piece. We find 
nothing in the scheme of education, however excel- 
lent, but what is, in our opinion very practicable. 
The great difficulty will be to find the Aratus,* and 
Other suitable persons, to carry it into execution: 



* Th« nuam firtn to tb« principal or haad of the ideal coU%^«^\Xx^ 
•jiUm of •duoatioa ia which hath neverthelen been u*MVy t^iMvx^^s 
or foUowad ag a mo<hh in tba oollepe and academy o« Y\k\\«.^*\^\t. 
mii4$omt othtr Amerieu Hmiatriu for M\er*,\ 7«m» *w\i 



{ 



^ tted not only the que 

wnich you are now justly . 

expressions of resentment 

m pages 65 and 79. In si 

7»!? obtained by neglect 

"Mr Allen has been ou^ 

im before he went he dir 

^x copies of your piece. 
He proposed to have writte 

nere. He desires me to ore 

jiS^"^ to yo«, and to assi 
very welcome to him. IsS 
depend on my doing all in 
visit to Philadfelphia a^eeat 



J' " Mr, Smith. 



It T. 
" BKAR SIR, 



<■ "DKARSIH, 

?• ■ iJ V r Ji* '^^^"Jg Written you follv 

■••-iT-; m^*'-^*^^- Matters Sat 
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!, unlcBS Ihe piopriuUm (of die province) ehal] 

_ J fil to pill the finishing hand w our inE------ 

DiUBtillear, wail soma few j8ara longer I 



Uiiok &I to put the finishing hand w our instiluti^ 
_. . ,___ .__.-. ^niB few j8ara longer befot^t 
IB o[ pecfection, wbich lo 



W capable of; and all the ^euuie I pio- 
iaed aiyse]S in seeing you settled among us, vniuib- 

>' ISui good Mr. CoUinron wriies me word, that do 
deavoui- of hia fhall be wanting ; and ho hope* 
ih liic arcLibiEdop'f BSEislance, lo beablolnpietail 



, ••PhOal.OfTilW.USt. 
■ -nun*,' 

" I hm had but onfe lettar fion yaa nnca jout 
airiral ta *^^"^i »Uch wti but k rtioit one, vim. 
Boatoa, 4aM Onobei 18th, : '" - 



nipidMmMit^— Mcnud and Gibbon bBTc aine* 
imdban tad I bew: ticMbiBg Cun von. Mjec 
itt it, an Iwainatlnii that jtni <ml; omil writ 
bmoM you MS eooiiiiE, and {DopoM to tell ma every 
"tUacataMc*. So BDtkfKnringwhMfaathlaletisi 
«iBnMh jM, and hoploseiibei to MV or hear Aon 
nil lgrtb»ltriifUK,"C^ia3D Boddsn'i ifaip, whidt 
tt dal^ ay agidj I ody add, that I am, with gi«a 

"BTfRANKLIN." 



tional charter, dated May 27in, i /do. 

Thus far we tliought it proper to oxhil 
«^iew Dr. Franklm^s services in the foundi 
ustablishinent of this seminaiy. He sooii a 
embarked for En^and, in the puMlc s^rv 
country; and having been generally 
ubroaa, in the like service, for the greate 
tlic remainder of his life (as will appear u 
sequent account of the same) he nad bu 
portunities of taking any further active p 
a£fairsof the seminary, until his final reti 
year 1785, when be found its cnarters vio] 
his ancient colleagues, the original founders 
of their trust by an act of the legislature 
though his own name had been inserted an 
|iew trustees, yet he declined to take his sf 
them, or any concern in the management c 
fairs, till the imititution was restored by 
original owners. He then assembled ni: 
leagues at his " -^n house, and beuig chosen 
sident, aU theu future meetings, were at h 
iield there, till within a few months of his dc 
witli reluctance, and at their desire, lest h( 
too much injured by his attention to Uieii 



Kttivt, he ami j^fct ldd of Franklin, 
igBeBd in the GvkM% holb b; uau 

iUi )iis friendt, Ind-igr M>tiog the uf 

ilageoui influence cf ihe pnHiid bulitulim ■■ 

paper. Tbeae eSOtts 11 IIWM Willi auccew. 

ia!derable Eumg were Bubsoribodi MdM^mR 
. _l short of tfha.% was neciiiiy. VhnUia dov 
m«dB«iiotliai«nnicnL HaappliadUtlMAntml^;* 
and, 4fker«nB apptwMw^ obttliMd tone tobiine 
m > bill, naelMiK' Umk u noB u two UxHuand 
puundi w«n ailMSbad, th* Mna-Hin Aould bi 
diawa tram tko-Mumr hv d* niMlwc^ mmnt, 
" d W Aa pmpaMi of llMliiMltutidn, Tlui 



^iioiilii iirova aborli 

Caiu!d 

sttJl short of 



dSn, Itlh* Mnt-wMgi^MdapiaAc 

r,jrh>k tt9 aipnad would Inii lake place, 
dlwt, Md *• UD puMd. Tb« Modi ofthe 
DOW lodudM their eSwti, to oboUa aubjcrip- 

lotbbmmoaat Miled in the bai, and ware soon 

sueeenfi^ "Oh wm the BwadMkD of the Peoo- 
t,wUdi,vhh die BeoiHa^ouEe and 
n ainple tMdaiony of the humaniLy 
'^iWdiljd^ 

id candueted hlvielf w welt in ilie 

-filBca of po«4BaiiBtt and had diom himeelf 10 be aa 
wdljcqwnMd witli the banten WftiMt depanrnent, 
that hwaaduMiglit expedient to laieebim lo a more 
di|piB«d MBtion. InlTfiSbewu^ipointed depuQ 
poat-mafMr ganetal Ihr the Biidah cdoniea. The 
pradli aiimw fiom the Foetage of letien ibrmed ne 
SueoniUendda paM of the teranua, wbiA the crowo 
otOmx'&AMn derirttd ftom tbaee ocbgaea. In the 
bUdt at nt^dln, it 1* aOd, that the poet-oSce in 
AMdMjMded aMuiall; thos* ti awoti ai that 

Iba AMitan colODia* ««(• uuBh aapoMd to 
driMddBW OB dwitAootienl^dM Indians j and 
BOM MniMIidr> adMoenr a war Uok place be-i 
ww» T jam II I Tinlaiid Theealndet.uidiTida- 



idish this, in tne jw». 

HamTOhire, Massachusetts, Kbotin ao. 

sey, rennsylvania, and Maryland, met 
Dr. Franklin attended Iiere, as a commiss 
Pennsylvania, and produced a plan, whic 
I place of meeting, has l)een usually tern 

J Albany Plan of Union!" This proposed, 

} cation should be made for an act of par 

^ establish in the colonies a general governr 

•^ administered by a president-general, ap] 

A me crown, and by a grand council, cc 

Y' members, chosen by the representatives o 

ent colonics ; their number to be in direct 
to the sums paid by each colony into 
treasury, with this restriction, that no cc 
have more than seven, nor less than twc 
lives. The whole executive authority i 
ted to the president-general. The pow 
tion was lodged in the grand council ; 
dent-general jointly; his consent bein^ 
sary to passing a bill into a law. The 
in the president and council was, to de 
peace, and to conclude treaties with 
lions ; to regulate trade with, and to it 
— ♦ lands from them, either in t 



I A «-J^«.«.1«1k M, 
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olfictrs of tbo land or sea service were to be nomin- 
ated by the president-general, and approved of by 
the nneral council ; civil ofiicers were to be nomi- 
nated b7 the council, and approved of by tlie presi- 
dent Such are the outlines of the plan proposed, 
for the consideration of the congress, bj Dr. Franklin. 
AAer several days discussion, it was unanimously 
agreed to by the commissiouers, a copy transmitted 
to each assembly, and one to the king's council. The 
(ate of it was singular. It was disappro\-ed of liy 
the ministry of Great Britain, because it gave ux^ 
much power to the representatives of tlic people ; aiu! 
it was rejected by every assembly, as giving to Uie 
presiden^general, the representative of the crown, 
an influence greater than appeared to tJS^n proper, 
in a plan of government intended for frceiiioii. For 
haps this rejection, on botli sides, is tlie stron^ebr 
r)roof tliat could be adduced of the excellence of it. 
as suited to the Htuation of America and (ireat Bri- 
tain at that time. It appears to iiave steered exactly 
in the middle, between the opposite interests oif botii. 
Whetlier the adoption of this pleui would have pre- 
vented the separation of America from Great Britain, 
is a (question which miglit afford much room for spe- 
culation. It may be said, that, by enabling the colo- 
nies to defend lliemsclves, it would have removed the 
pretext upon which the stamp-act, tea-act, and other 
acts of the British parliament, were passed ; which 
excited a spirit of opposition, and laid the founda- 
tion for the sei>aration of the two countries. But, on 
the other hand, it nmst be admitted, that the restric- 
tion laid by Great Britain upon our commerce, oblig- 
ing us to sell our produce to her citizens only, and to 
tako from them various articles, of which, as our 
manufacturers were discouraged, we stood in need, 
at a price greater than tha.t for which they could 
have been obtained from other nations, nmst inevi- 
tably produce dissatisfaction, even tliougii no duties 
werb imposed by the parliament ; a circumstunco 
which might still have taken place. Bosidee, as the 
president-general was to be appointed by tho crown, 
lie must, of necessity, be devoted to its views, an/t 
\\'QV.](^., therefore, refuse ioa3S'i\AVo\scw']Vi:?;'s^\NSN^-..- 






brltatii: while the colonies continued weai 
would be obliged to submit, and as soon as t 
quired strength, they would become more ux 
ihcir demands, until, at length, they would si 
•he 7okc,' and declare tliemsclves iudependen 
\Vhilst ^e French were in possession of C 
their trade with the natives extended very faj 
to the back of the British settlements. .The 
disposed, from time to time, to establisnposts 
the territory, which the English claimed as the 
Independent of tlie injury to the tbktrade, whi 
considerable, the colonies suffered mis further 
venience, that the Indians were fireouently if(s 
to commit depredations on their nontiers. 
year 1753, encroachments were made upon th 
daries of Virginia. Remonstrances had no efii 
the ensuing year, a body of men were sent ou 
the command of Mr. Washington, who, thou^I 
young man, had by his conduct in the precedir 
shown himself worthy of such an important t 
Whilst marching to take possession of the pos 
junction of the Allegany and Monongahela, 
informed that the French had already erectei 
there. A detachment of thoir men marched 






ditloB. Xmt WW the waatfll WHfUn FranUm 
new ittipiwd ftnTwud, and ivilhjte juaUiance of his 
sont.in « litdo thiie pnxnired ft Wadnd and fifty. 
BndiotkmiSafffBammy fiffl iatoftn vm^MPcade, and 
perished, iHth cnnmMrof htomen. Wuhington, 
who had acciotmitnied him aa^an aid-de*eamp, and 
had warned him, in vahi of Jtiediiyt, notr du^y- 
ed great miUlaiy talents bi aifcrniag a i^tnat of the 
remain8'4if the anqy, ejid in fimnhiig a jonction with 
the lear,, under celkmdi Danbani vpoa whom the 
chief eommaiid now dwolrad. With some difficulty 
they brondit theinlittle body to ajpl^peof safety, bnt 
they fomid itjoeoMiry to destroy their wuKOns and 
bagsage, to peerent them fnnii &Ilmg intcMie hands 
of me enemy. Far the waggons wnich he bad fur- 
nished, Franklin had given bonds to a laige amount. 
The owners dedaied their uiteiftkin of oUidng him 
to malEe a lestiftitioft of thehr property. ■ Had they 
put their thniats in execution, rain mast inevitably 
ninre l^een the consequence, uovemor Shirley, find- 
ing that he had incuned those debts for tlie service of 
gpivenunent, made arrangements to have them dis- 
chaindt and rdeased Frankiin ficomhb disagreeable 
sittanoik 

Tiie alarm sprsad dirough the colonies, after the ' 
defeat of Braddock, was very great Preparations 
to «rm were every wlme made, in Penn^lvania, 
the pievalenoe of the qualur interest prevented the 
adoption of any system ot defence, which would 
conmel the citiiens to bear asms. Franidin introduc- 
ed mto the Assembly a bill for oigai|isfaig a militia, 
by which every man was allowed to take arms or not, 
as to Idm should appear fit The iquakers, being 
drai Isft at liberty, suffered the biU to pass: for al* 
fiiom^ their principle would not suffer uem to fight, 
they had no objection to th^ nelgjbbdars-fightmg for 
them. In consequence of this act si voy rospectable 
militia was fbrmed. The sense of impending danger 
infhsed a miUtary spirit hi all, whose rdigious tenets 
wMO not apposed to wigr. Franklin was appointed 
colonel efft Ngunent in Fhilsdel^^i tiVvaV. ^ts^^ 
sisiedoflSllpiiieii. ■ 



would enai)le them to withstand the inro 
(he inhabitants had been previously e 
iciiiaincd here for some tiir.e, in cider tl 
pleiely to dib'chargc the trust co* ■ -it 
b'on:e bu^ess of importance at length 

10 ' Ia'V!r»i H 

The defence of her colonies was a { 
to Great Britain. The most effectual n 
ing this was, to put arms into the han( 

f ' 1 bitants, and to teach them tlieir use. 

■'^ . wished not that the Americans shoul 

quainted with their own strength. S; 
hensive, that, as soon as this period 
would no longer submit to that nion 
trarie, which to them was liighly inji 
treinely advantageous to the mothei 
con>parison with the profits of this, 
maintaining armies and fleets to def 
trifling. She fought to keep them d 

( her for protection ; the best plan whi( 

vised for retaining them in peacea 

-■ ^•. The least appearance of a military s] 

U/i fore 10 be guarded against; and altho 
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tates, 1»t Utit fgamxban ooamuBtw nfhsed their . 
sent ta llJimeiwiifs withodCliikicB ooliill could pass 
into a UkW^ Cnrased at thsf d|MiB«By, and what 
they CQiioalYed to be uajmt pmeaadfaci of their op- 
poiMnli, Uie Amem t^ at lebgth diliiBmied to ap- 
ply lathe inbtber-coaiitrf.ltHr mitll A petition was 
addieised to^4li»kBi& iDooimci], Miiiig the inpon* 
venjences under which ^e iHhahHayrte labouied* 
from the attention of thefumMrietaries to their private 
intsreetSy to the nei^t ai toe general welfiure of the 
oommunitjy and fnyjiag for redresn. Franklin was 
appolntect to present, tms address, as agent for the 
province of PemiiiylVapia, and d^fMuted from Ame- 
rica in Jip^ 1T57. In conformity to the ii|||tructJons 
which he had leceftf ed from the legidatore,* he held 
a conference with tiie proprietaries who then resided 
in England, and endeavoured to prevail upon them 
to give up the long-eentested point Finding that they 
would hearken to notennsot accommodation, he laici 
liis petition iSefore.the council During this time Gov- 
ernor Denny flssented to a law imposinga tax, in which 
no disoiknmation was made in favour of the estates 
of tiiie Peqn fiunily. They, alarmed at this in- 
telligeiiee^and Fraiudin's exertions, used their utmost 
cndeavaors to j^ventthe royal sanction bein^ ^veh 
to tMsiaw, which they r^resented as highly miquit- 
ons, dedgneii to throw the burden of supporting go- 
vernment upon them, and calculated to produce the 
motH rainouB consequences to them and their poste- 
rity* The cause was amply discussed before the 
pnvy council. The Penns found here some strenu- 
ous advocates ; nor were there wanting some who 
vnapaufy jespoused the side of the people. After some 
time .•jpmt in debate, a proposal was made, that- 
Fraakfin should solemnly engage, that the assess- 
nwBt of the tax should be so made, as that the pro- 
piktaiy Mtates diould pay no more thian a due pro- 
OOitian. 'Hiis he agreed to perform, the Penn fami- 
iv wi^idvewtlMir opposition, and tranquillity was 
thus ofwa men restond to the province. 

The modt m which this di^mte was terminated^ 
If a urildhttiifiQCof the hi|^ on&bViQKi enXcivVdAw^^cA 
FfanUb^iuiBi^ ind hoivoQQc;«v«a^^ v^t^%<!;^v< 

- - ei • 



Aliei ^> 
Franklin remained at uic «.w . 
Bj^nt for the province of Pennsylvai 
nve knowledge which he possessed c 
the colonies, and the regard which 1 
fested for their interests, occasioned 
to the same office by the colonies ol 
Maryland, and GeoKia. His condi 
tion was such as rendered him still i 
countrymen. 

He had now an opportunity of inc 
ciety of those friends, whom his mer 
him while at a distance. The regar 
entertained for him was rather incn 
nal acquaintance. The oppositior 
made to his dicoveries in phiiosop) 
cd, and the rewards of literary mei 
ly conferred upon Iiira. The Roy 
don, which had at first refused hr 
mission into its transactions, now 
nour to rank him amongst its 1 
scieties of Europe were equally t 
him a member. The university 
Scotland conferred upon him the 
^«wft. Its example was follov 
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<;0iintr7 was highly advantageous to France, it was 
a |rievoii8 inconvenience to the inhabitants of the 
Bntish colonies. The Indians were almost gei.e- 
rally desirous to cultivate the friendship of the 
French, by whom they were abundantly supplied 
with arms and ammunition. Whenever a weur nap- 
pened, the Indians were ready to &U upon tnu 
frontiers : this they frequently did, even when 
Great Britain and France were at peace. From tiiese 
considerations, it appeared to be the interest of Great 
Britain to gain the possession of Canada. But the 
importance of such an acquisition was not well un- 
derstood in E^^and. Franklin atx>ut this time pub- 
lished his Canada pamphlet, in which he, in a very 
forcible manner, pointed out the advantages which 
would result from the conquest of this province. 

An expedition against it was planned, and tiio com- 
mand given to General Wolle. His success is well 
known. At the treaty in 1 762, France ceded Cana- 
da to Great Britain, and by her cession of Louibiauu, 
at the same time, relinquished all her possessions ot\ 
the continent of America. 

Although Dr. Franklin was now principally occu- 
pied with political pu/suits, he found limc for philo- 
sophical studies. He extended his electrical re- 
searches, and made a variety of experiments, particu- 
larly on the tourmalm. The smgular urojycrtic^ 
which this stone possesses, of being electrined on our 
side positively, and on the other negatively, by heat 
alone, without friction, had been but lately observed. 

Some experiment.* on the cold produced by evapo- 
ration, made by Dr. Cullcn, had been comnuniicaiec: 
to Dr. Franklin, by Professor Simpson, of Glasgow. 
These he repeated, and found, that, b^ the evapora- 
tion of either in the exhausted receiver of aji air- 
pump, so ereat a degree of cold was prodiiceu in a 
summer's day, that water was converted into ice. 
'i his discovery he applied to the solution of a number 
of phenomena, particularly a singular fact, whicn 
philosophers haci endeavoured in vain to account for, 
viz. that the temperature of the human body, wlien 
in health, never exceeds 96 degcesB o( ¥^\vtw\\Ni\S!- 
\]i(irmometer, although the atmospYiw^i nn\\kv\ "t^v 



wnicn tiAicuuou 1* v~. 

at Philadelphia nearly four hours be 
at Boston. — He endeavoured to accoi 
supposing that, from heat, some rai 
place about the gulph of Mexico, tliat 
north being cooler Irishes in, and is su 
pooler and denser air still farther nortl 
a continued current is at length prodi; 

The tone produced by nibbing thel 
ing^ass witn a wet finger'had been gf 
A Mr. Puckeridge, an Irishman, by pi 
a number of g^isses of different si: 
them by partly filling them witii wat* 
to form an instrument capable of pla 
was prevented, by an untimely enc 
his invention lO any degree oi perfet 
death some improvements were mad 
The sweetness of the tones induced 
make a variety of experiments; a 
formed the elegant instriunent, wh 
the Armomca. 

In the summer of 1762, he retu 
On his passage he observed the s 
duced by the agitation of a vess* 
n,.o»;n« nn water. The surface o 
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was also decreed him fiir his services during six 
3'ears. 

During his absence he had been annually elected 
member of the Assembly. On his retium to Penn- 
sylvcjiia he again took his seat in this body, and con- 
tinued a steady defender of the liberties of the people. 

In December, 1762, a circumstance which caused 
great alarm in the province tools place. A number 
of Indians had resided in tiie county of Lancaster; 
and conducted themselves uniformly as friends ta 
the white inhabitants. Repeated depredations on 
the frontiers had exasperated tlie inhabitants to such 
a degree, that they determined on revenge upon 
every Indian. A number. of persons, to the amount 
of about 120, . principally inhabitants of Donegal and 
Peckstang or Paxton township, in the county of York , 
assembled; and, mounted on horseback, proceeded 
to the settlement of these harmless and defenceless 
Indians, whose number had now been reduced to 
about twenty. The Indians received intelligence of 
the attack which was intended against them, but 
disbelieved it. C onsidering the white people as their 
friends, they apprehended no danger from them. — 
When the party arrived at the Indian settlement, 
ihey found only some women and children, and a 
few old men, the rest being absent at work. They 
murdered all whom they found, and amongst others 
the chief Shsdieas, who had been p'—^ys distinguish- 
ed for his friendship to the whites. This bloody 
deed excited much mdignation in the well-disposed 
part of the community. 

The remainder of these unfortunate Indians, who, 
by absence, had escaped the massacre, were con- 
ducted to Lancaster, and lodged in the goal as a 
{dace of security. The Governor issued a proclama- 
tion, expressing the strongest disapprobation of tl a 
action, offering a reward for the discovery of the 
perpetrators of the deed, and prohibiting all injurioa 
to the peaceable Indians Li future. But, notwith- 
standing tiiis, a party of the same men shortly after 
marched to Lancaster, broke opeiY \h& ^"^X^ ''^^^^ ^^-. 
bumanlr butchered the innoceivX. \ivA\^\\'3. vqV^ \>5v 
ftwn placed there for secuxiw. XtvcA}w^.\ Y^^^Ov^n^ 



i principles are uppw.. 

{ defence, were most active upon u<t^ >. 

' : rioters cain<) to Grennantown. The C 

. V- for safety to the house of Dr. Frankli 
^. home others, advanced to meet tiie Pa: 
.r ihey were called, and had influence c 

' ^ vail upon them to relinquish their undc 
return to their homes. 
, The disputes between the propriety 

Assembly, which, for a time had su 
again revived. The proprietaries wei 
'i with the concessions inaae in favour < 
' _ ^ and made great struggles to recover U 
exempting tiieir estates from taxatior 
liad been induced to give up. 

In 1763, the Assembly passed a 
which the Governor refused to give hi 
the Assembly would agree to certa 
whicli he proposed. These consistc 
the fines , aiid in some cases, substi 
fines. He wisiied too, that the of 
appointed altogether by himself, ar 
atcd bv the people, as tne bill had p 
amendments the Assembly considr 
■**- ♦»»« gpirit of libcrt)'. ' 
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NIr. Oickenson, on the subject, was published, with 
a pre^ice by Dr. Smith, in which ^eat pains were 
taken to show the impropriety and unpolicy of this 
proceeding. A speech of Mr. Galloway, in reply to 
Mr. Dickenson, was published, accompanied with a 
preface by Dr. Franklin ; in which he ably opposed 
the principles laid down in the pre&ce to Mr. Dick- 
cnson^s speech. This application to the throne pro- 
duced no effect. The proprietary government was 
still continued. 

At the election for a new Assembly, in the fall of 
1764, the friends of the proprietaries made great ex- 
ertions to exclude those of the adverse party ; and 
they obtained a small majority in tlie city of l^hila- 
delphia. Franklin now lost his seat in the house, 
which he had held for fourteen years. On the meet- 
ing of the Assembly, it appeared that there was siill 
a decided majority of Franklin's friends. He was 
immediately appointed provincial agent, to the great 
chagrin of his enemies, who made a solemn protest 
against his appointment; which was refused admis- 
sion upon the minutes, a^ be.ui; unprecedented. It 
was, however, published in the papers, and produced 
a spirited reply from him, just before his departure 
for England. 

The disturbances produced in America by Mr. 
Grenville's stamp act, and the (^position made to it, 
are well known. Under the Marquis of Rocking- 
ham's administration, it appearcvl expedient to en- 
deavour to calm the minds of the colonists; and the 
repeal of the odious tax was contemplated. Amongst 
other means of collecting information on the dispo- 
sition of the people to subtnit to it. Dr. Franklin 
was called to the bar of the House of Commons. — 
The examination which he here underwent was 
published, and contains a striking proof of the extent 
and accuracy of his information, and the facilllo'' 
with which he communicated his sentiments.- He 
represented fects in so strong a point of view, that the 
inexpediency of the act must have appeared clear to 
every unprejudiced mind. The act, after some op- 
position, was repealed, about a ycax ^.ll^tW.^'^'^^xs 



Sit J"*" iT^ he ua^e^ 

f*'if,Sr^o«?5fJ„rie^VToral 

i^re^he uiet With ai»« ^jniany- 
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ptivy-cDUBCil. Dr. Franklin altcndeit as agent Ibr 
the Assembly; aod hete atorreol of Ihe mosi violeni 
nnd unwuianted abuse was pound upon hiiu by the 
solicilot-genera), Wedderbume, who was sngaged a> 
ruunsel liir Olicer and Hulchinson. The pediion 
n-an dcclarad lo be scandalous and ve^tious, aDd 
tha prayerpf It refused. 

Allhougli Ihe parlionient of Gidbi Britain had re- 
pealed ihe slamp-act, it waa ouly upon the nrineiple 
of enpediency. The; still tnsitied upou iheii right 
*"'-' Ihe colonies; aud, at Iho same time the siamp' 
[j declaring the 



was repealed, an act was pssi 

t d( parliament to bind the coiumco m lui tniKa 

iisoever. This laiisuage was used eiren by the 

~ enuous opposera of the stamp-act: and, 

ollisre, by Mr. i'itt. This tight wte nevei 



not very active in romonstratiug against it Had this 
pretendBd right be«i su&ered id reinahi dotniant, Ihe 
rolooislB would obeerfiiUy havB fiitnisbed their quoia 
of supplier in the mode to which Ihey had been ac- 
customed; thatiB, bjlhaaetaof iheirownassemMioB. 
in cansaqueocB of regiiiaitiDns from Uie Secietary of 
State, irthis praciioa had been pursued, such was 
tliG disposition at the colonies tooards their mothet 
country, thai, noiwiihsuuiding Ihe diiadTiuilageB un- 
der whicb they latxHired, from leitraints upon their 
Hade, calctJaled solely for the benefit uf ihe com- 
meroial and nianufaciurin; interests of Great Britain, 
a separation of Ihe two countries might have been a 
far distant event The .Vraeticans, Sma their car- 
lieBt infancy, were taught to venerate a people from 
wham they were descended , whose language, laws, 
and manners, were the seme as their own. They 
loolwd up to them as models of perftclion; and. lu 
their prejudiced minds, the loost ejilighlened nulions 

comparison with Eiuliahmen. The name of an £n 
gllslunan conveyed to an American theidea of every 
ihir)g|K>od and great Such sentiments ininilled inlo 
ihem m early ufe, what but arepelition oC uni,us,^ 
(reatment cetild hive ioiIUGKk AiHKUi^AVatv^^'^ 



'f A 



►» 



iP 5^ .*'■ lay this by a more lenient conduc 

J ':i . y 6d resolutely bent on reducing 
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made use of to prevail upon tli( 
I (losi/^s, to convince them of the 

rying tlicm into effect, and of the 
. ■ quences which must ensue froi 

. ■ ' ♦he attempt They persevered ' 

. . ". flexibility scarcely parallelled. 

The advantages which Great 1 

. - lior colonies was so great, that r, 

of infatuation, little short of m 

produced a continuance of mei 

keep up a spirit of uneasiness, wj 

the slightest wish for a separatic 

sider tlie great improvements ii 

vemment, the eeneral diffusion 

lilHirty amongst the people of Euro 

these have already produced in h 

>■ hablc consequences which will 

elsewhere, all of which are the off 

can revolution, it cannot but a 

in', ' events of so great moment to thr 
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listened not to his advice. They blmdiy persevered 
in their own schemes, and left to the colouists no al- 
ternative, but opposition, or uncanditional submis- 
sion. The latter accorded not with the principles of 
freedom, which they had been taiubt to revere. To 
tlie former they were compelled, tnough reluctantly, 
to have recourse. 

Dr. Franldin, findmg all eficnts to reAore harmo- 
uybetween Great Britain and her coloniei useless, 

M^ctumed to America in the year 1775 ^ just after the 
commencement of hostilities. The day after his re 

vtarn he was elected by the legislature of Pennsylvania 
a^deU^te to congress. Not long after his election a 
• omiimiQe was appointed, conusting ofMr. Lyncli, 
Mr. Harrison, ana nimself, to visit the camp atCaui- 
bf idge, and, in conjunction with the cominandcr-iii • 
nnicf, to endeavour to convince the troops, wli03(.> 
tonn of enlistment was about to expire, of the neces- 
sity of their continuing in the field, and persevcriiii; 
in the cause of their coimtry. 

In the fall of the same year he visited Canada, to 
endeavour to unite them in the common cause of 
liljerty ; but they could not be prevailed upon to op* 

{)ose the measures of the British governments. M. 
c Roy, in a letter annexed to Abb^ Fauchet's c.;l j 
glum of Dr. Franklin, states, that the ill succcs.s ot 
this ne^iation was occasioned, in a great degree, 
by religious an'inosities, which subsisted between tl;*'. 
( anadians and their neighbours, some of whom had 
at different times, burnt their chapels. 

When Lord Howe came to America, in 1776, vcsl 
cd with power to treat with the colonists, a corrcs* 
pondcnce took r^e between him and Dr. Franklin 
(m the subject of a reconciliation. Dr. Franklin wui 
afterwsurds appointed, together with John Adams and 
Edward Rutledge, to wait upon the commissiono«'. 
in order to learn the extent ot their powers. Thcb;i 
ware found to be only to grant pardons upon suU 
mission. These were terms which would not be ao- 
cepted ; and the object of the commiasiouers coiiM 
not be obtained. 

The momentous question of Uidc^xv^^^xA 
shortly after brought hito view, aX ^cXvkv^ \\\vr.\\ ^ <» 
6 



In this question, ur. t ranium was uv 
vour of the measure proposed, and hi 
^ce in bringing others over to liis senti 

The public mind had I>cen already 
this evpnt, by Mr. Paine^s celebrated pa; 
jrum Sense. There is good reason to be 
iVanklin had no inconsiderable share 
lumishing materials for this work. 

In the convention that assembled at 
ia 1776, for the purpose of cistHblishin 
of govenmient for the state of Fenn; 
jPranklin was chosen president. The 
tion of this state, which was the result 
4)crations, may be considered as a digc 
oiples of government The single le^ 
ihe plural executivCf seem to have beer 
tenets. 

In tlie latter end of 1776, Dr. Fra 
pointed to assist at the negociation w; 
set on foot by Silas Deane, at the cd\ 
A conviction of the advantages of a c 
fercourse with America, ancf a desire 
the British empire by dismembering it 
ihe French court to listen to proposals 

■^ - -t . 1 . I -.1 t ... 
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vas licM in the highest estimation, lie was receiv- 
id with the greatest marks of tegpeci by all the iitc- 
-ary ciiaracters; and this lesjpect was extended 
unongst all classes of men. His personal influence 
,vas hence ^reiy considerable. To the effects of this 
jvete addod those of various peirfbrmances which he 
published, tending to establish the credit and charac- 
:or of the United States. To liis exertions in thii» 
Aray may, in no small degree, be ascribed the success 
3f tne loans negociated in Holland and France, which 
greatly contributed to bringing the war to a happy 
conclusion. 

The repeated ill-success of their arms, and more 
particularly the capture of Comwallis and his army, 
it length convinced the British nation of the in)i>os- 
sibility of reducing the Americans to subjection, fho 
trading interest particularly become clamorous for 
peace. The ministry were imable lon^r to oppose 
their wishes. Provisionl articles ot peace were 
agreed to, and signed at Paris, on the 30th of Novetu- 
ber, 1782, by Dr. Franklin, Mr. Adams, Mr. Jay, 
and Mr. Laurcr.s, on the part of the United Stiitci» . 
and by Mr. Oswald on the part of Great Britain. — 
These formed the basis of the definitive treaty, which 
was concluded the third of September, 1783, and 
signed by Dr. Franklin, Mr. Adams, and Mr. Jay, 
on the one part, aud by Dr. David Hartley on tlie 
other. 

On the third of April, 1783, a treaty of amity and 
commerce, between the United States and Sweden, 
was concluded at Paris by Dr. Franklin and the 
Count Von Kiutz. 

A similar treaty with Prussia w<is concluded in 
1 785, not long before Dr. Frauklin^s departure frorii 
Europe. 

Dr. Franklin did not suffer his political pursuits tu 
engross his whole attention. Some of his perforin- 
auces made their aiipearance in Paris. The object 
on these were generally tlie promotion of hiMustry 
and economy. 

In the year 1784, when animal magnetism made 
I^Toat noise in the world, particularly ^\, V'dxv?»V\\^^^ 
vhought a matter of such impQiXuasc, x\\'^\>^vi'^\^^ 
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DVas president The labours of these bodies have 
been crowned with great success ^ and they continue 
to piYMecute, wHh unwearied diligence, the laudable 
des^ns for which they were estabushed. 

Dr. Franklin's increasing iofirmites prevented his 
regular attendance at the council-chamber; and in 
1788, he retired wholly from public life. 

His constitution had been a remarkably gpod one. 
He had been little subject to disease, except an at- 
tack of the gout occasionally, until about the ycar 
1781, when he was first attacked with symptoms of 
the calculous complaint, which continued during his 
life. During the mtervals of pain from this grievous 
disease, he spent many cheeruil hours, conversing in 
the most agreeable and instructive manner. His fa- 
culties were entirely unimpaired, even to the hour oi" 
his death. 

His name as president of the aljolition society, wii- 
signed to the memorial presented to the house of re- 
presentatives of the United States, on the twelfih of 
February, 1789, praying them to exert the full extent 
of power vested in them by the constitution, in {li^- 
couraging the traffic of the human species. Tliis was 
his last public act — In the debates to which this me- 
morial gave rise, several attempts were made to jus- 
tify the trade. In the Federal Gazette of March 25th. 
there appeared an essay, signed Historicus, written 
by Dr. Franklin, in which he communicated a speech, 
said to have been delivered in the Divan of Algiers, 
in 1687, in opposition to the prayer of the petition ol' 
a^ set OBdIed jErikoj or purists, for the abolition ol' 
piracy and slavery. This pretended Aifncan speech 
was an excellent parody of one delivered by Mr. 
Jackson of Georgia. All the arguments used in fa 
vour of negro slavery, are applied with equal forcr 
to justify the plundering and enslaving of Europeans. 
It affords, at the same time, a demonstration of thb 
futility of the ailments in defence of the slave trade, 
and of the strength of mind and ingenuity of the 
author, at his advanced period of life. It fiirni.^hc<l 
too, a no less convincing proof of his power of imitat- 
ing the style of other times and nations \\\Tiv\ \\\% vv; 
lebrated parable njainst ocrsecutiou. M"\A ^i. An 



Dr. Jones. 

" The stcHie, with which he had i 
several jcan, had for the last twclvi 
cd him chiefly to his bed ; and, du 
painful paroxysms, he was obliged to 
of laudanum to mitigate his tortui 
inter\'als of pain, he not only anui^ 
leading and conversing cheerfully 
and a few friends who visited hin 
employed in doing business of a [ 
private nature, with various person 
him for that purpose : and in every 
ed, not only that readiness and rUf 
j;ood, which was the distinguished 
his life, but the fullest and cleares* 
uncommon mental abilities; and 
indulged himself in those jeux d^tsj 
ing anecdotes, which wore the c 
heard him. 

'* About sixteen days before h 
seized with a feverish indisposi 
paiticular symptoms attending : 
fourth day, when he complainc 
left breast, which increased till i 
^--1 ii'hh acoueh a 
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ftiDOng men— and made no doubt but bis {iresent af^ 
flictions were kindly intended to wean him from u 
world, in which he was no loi^ fit to act the part 
assigned him. In this frame of body and mind he 
continued till five days before his death, when bis 
pain and difficulty of breathing entirely left him, and 
nis &mily were flattering themselves with the hopes 
of his recovcnr, when an imposthumation, which cad 
ibrmed itseu in his lungs, suddenly burst, and <Ms-. 
chained a great quanti^ of matter, which be con- 
tinned to throw up, while he had sufficient stren^b 
to do it ; but, as that failed, the organs of respiration 
became gradually oppressed— a calm lethargic state 
succeeded — and, on the 17th of April, 1790, about 
tdeven oVlock at night, he quietly expired, closing a 
long and useful life of eighty-four years and three 
months." 

It may not be amiss to add to the above account, 
that Dr. Franklin, ui the year 1735, had a severe 
pleurisy, which terminated iji an abscess of the left 
lobe of his lungs, and he was then ahnost suffocated 
with the quanti^ and suddenness* of the discharge. 
A second attack, of a similar nature, happened some 
years after this, firom which he soon recovered, and 
did not appear to suffer any inconvenience in his 
respiration ftqm these events. 

The following epitaph on himself, was written b^ 
htm many years previous to his death— 

THE BODY 
of 

BENJAMIN f RAXKLIK, 

Printer, 

(like the cover of an old book, 

its contents torn out, 

and stript of its lettering and gilding) 

lies here food for worms ; 
vet the work itself shall not be lost. 



EXTRACTS 

FROM THE IJL3T WILL AND TESTAMENT OF 

DR. FRANKUN. 

With regard to my books, those I had in Fn 
ftod those i left in Philadelphia, being now assen 
together here, and a catalogue rniule of tliem 
my inteniion to disjpose of the same as fbUows: 

My ** History or the Academy of Science 
sixty or seventy volumes quarto, I give to the 
sophical society of Philadelphia, of which t he 
honour lo be president. My collection in f 
" Lea Arts et les Metiers," I give to the An 
philosophical society, established in New £ 
of whicn I am a member. My quarto editio- 
samc, *• Arts et Metiers," I give to the libra 
pany of Philadelphia. Such and so raan;i 
books as I shall mark, in the said catalogue, 
name of my grandson, Benjamin Franklin 
• —ohv ffivo to him : and such and so ma 
'- ^"^ the said catalog^ue 
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i was bom in Boston, in New England, and owe 
my first imtructions in liteiature to the free grammar- 
8cho(^ established there. I therefore give one hun- 
dred pounds sterling to my executors, to be by them, 
the survivors or survior of ttiem, paid over to the man- 
agers or directors of the firee-schools in my native 
town of Boston, to be by them, or the person or per- 
sons, who shall have the superintendence and man- 
agement of the said schools, put out to faiterest, and 
no continued at interest forever ; which interest an- 
nually shall be laid out in alver medals, and given 
as honorary rewards annually by the directors of the 
said &ee schools, for the encouragement of scholar^ 
sliip In the ssud schools, belonging to the said town, 
in such manner as to the discretion of the select men 
of the said town shall seem meet. 

Out at the salary that may remain due to mc, as 
president of the state, I give the sum of two thousand 
pounds to my executors, to be by them, the sur\ivor> 
or survivor of them, paid over to such person or per- 
sons as the legislature of this state, by an act of the 
assembly, shall appoint to receive the same, in trust) 
to be employed lor making the Schuylkill navigable. 

During the number of years I was in business as a 
stationer, printer, aiid post-master, a great main- 
small sums became due to me, fx books, advertise- 
ments; postage of letters, and other matters, which 
were notcoUected, when, in 1757, 1 was sent by the 
Assembly to England as their agent — and by subse- 
quent appointments continued there till 1775^when, 
on my return, I was immediately engaged in the 
alfairs of congress, and sent to France in 1776, where 
I remained nine years, not returning till 1 785 ; and 
the said dobts not being demanded m such a length 
of time, have become in a manner obsolete, yet are 
nevertheless justly due. These as they are stated in 
my great folio ledger, E, I bequeath to tlie contribu- 
tors of tlie Pennsylvania hospital, hoping thai those 
debtors, and the descendants of such as arc d<u;eased, 
who now, as I find, make some difficulty of satisfying 
«uch anti(juated demands as just debts, may, bow« 
ever, be induced to pay or give them as charity to 
that excellent insiitutioiu \Qcnv^Tii^\^'^\^'^\v^\^>^ 
6 « 



■ 



i^^: of Bonfield, in Iiiiladelpkia county, to t 

I'- totsof this o^ last vdn and testament, ) 

I 1. nominate and appoint them for that puii 

■J 'I I would have my body buried with as I 

'a* or ceremony as may be. 

''\j PHILADELPHIA, 

July^ 17, 1788. 



CODICIL. 

I, Benjauin Franklin, in the foregpinj 
last w:U and testament, hayine furUier co 
same, do think proper to mue and put 
'owing codicil, or addition thereto : 

It having long been a fixed and politic) 
niine, that m a democratical state tnere a 
•Qices of profit, for the reason I had give 
«:le of my drawing in our constitution, il 
tention, when I accepted the office of ] 
(lorote the appointed salary to some pub 
rordingly I had already, before I made ; 
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certifieaiBi I hUTe for what renaaAf due to me of that 
salary, be aoM towards raising the sum of two thou- 
sand pounds steriing, to be disposed of as I am nou 
about to order. 

It has been an ophuon, that be who receives an 
estate from his aneestors, is under some obligation 
to transmit the same to posterity. This obligation 
lies not on mc, who never inherited a shilling from 
any ancestor or relation. I shall, however, if it is 
not diminished by some accident before my death, 
leave a considerable estate among my descendants 
and relations. The above observation is made mere- 
ly as some apology to my fiimily, for my malung be- 
quests that do not appear to have any immediate re- 
lation to their advantage. 

I was bom in Boston, New England, and owe my 
first instructions in literature to the free gra.iiniar- 
schools established there. I have therefore consic'er- 
ed those schools in my will. 

But I am also under obligations to the state of 
Massachussetts, for having, unasked, appointed mc 
formerly their agent, with a handsome salar>', wiiich 
cmitinued some years ; and, although I accidentally 
lost in their service, by transmitting Governor Hut- 
chinson!s letters, much more than the amount of 
what they gave me, I do not think that ouglit in tht- 
least to diminish my gratitude. I have considered 
that, among artisans, good apprentices are most like- 
ly to make good citizens; and having myself been 
bred to a manual art, printing, in my native *own, 
and afterwards assisted to set up my business in Phi > 
ladelphia by kind loans of money from two friends 
there, which was the foundation of my fortune, and 
of all the utility in life that may be ascribed to me — 
I wlrii to be uefiil even after my death, if possible, in 
forming and advancing other young men, mat may be 
serviceable to their country m both tiiese towns. 

To this end I devote two thousand pounds sterling, 
which I give, one thousand thereof to the inhabitants 
of the town of Bostcm, in Massachusetts, and the 
other thousand to the inhabitants of the city of Phi- 
ladelpUa, taf trust, to anijl foi Vci« >aAit&>Vev\^sv>N%x'«!c^ 






. w|^<vuvH«c8uip in uie s&id 1 

.. fully fulfilled the duties required in t 

..^K ■ ^ so as to obtain a ^ood moral characti 
ivf - ' \ two respectable citizens, who are w: 
/ t'!' sureties id a bond, with the applici 
payment of the money so lent, with i 
( •: .• ing to the terms herein after prescrl 
•} bonds are to be taken for SfMmish 

' or the value thereof in current gold 

I minagers shall keep a bound boo^ oi 

:\ r .^ in shtdl be entered the names of thos< 
ply for, and receire the benefit of i 
und of their sureties, together with 
the dates, and other necessary and p 
respecting the business and concerns 
tion : and as these loans are intended ' 
married artificevs, in setting up their 
are to be proportioned by tne discretio 
ugers, so as not to exceed »xty pounds 
person, nor to be less than fifteen poun 
And if the number of appliers soe 
« lie s ^ lavge as that the sum will not s 

io every one some assistance, these sa 
. 1. fore bo small at first, but as the capita 

I'.j . the accumiilati*H ir»»«i«»^» •' — *" ' 
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aging thia outitiition gratis ; it is hopccf, that no part 
of the money will at any time lie dead, or be divert- 
ed to other purposes, but be continually augmenting 
by the interest, in which case there may in time be 
more than the occasion in Boston may require : and 
tlien some may be raared to the neighbouring or 
other towns in the said state of Massachusetts, which 
may desire to have it, such towns engaging to pay 
punctually the interest, and the proportions of th 

{)rincipal annually to the inhabitants of the town o 
ioston. If this i>Ian is executed, and succeeds, a** 
projected, without interruption for one hundred years, 
the sum will be then one hundred and thirty-one 
thousand pounds; of which I would have the mana- 
gers of the donation to the town of Boston then lay 
out, at their discretion, one hundred thousand pounds 
in public works which may be judged of most general 
utility to the inhabitants: such as fortifications; 
bridges, aqueducts, public buildings, baths, pave- 
ments, or whatever may make4ivins m the town more 
convenient to its people, and render it more agree- 
able to strangers resorting thither for health,* or a 
temporary residence. The remaining thirty-one 
tliousand pounds I would have continued to be let 
out to interest, in the manner above directed, for one 
hundred years ; as I hope it will have been found, 
that the institution has had a good effect on the con- 
duct of youth, and been of service to many worthy 
characters and useful citizens. At the end of this 
second term, if no unfortunate accident has prevent- 
ed the operation, the sum will be four millions and 
sixty one thousand pounds sterling, of which I leave 
one million and sixty one thousand pounds to the dis- 
position and management of the inliabitants of the 
town of Boston and the three millions to the disposi 
tion of the^vemment of the state ; not presuming ta 
cany my views &rther. 

All the directions herein given respecting the dis* 
position and management of the donation to the 
inhabitants of Boston, I would have observed re- 
respectuiE that to tiie inhabitants of Philadelphia, 
only as Philadelphia is mcorpoTOXe^, Ix^to^^-^N.^^ 
iiorporatiOB of that city to uudeiva2&<& n^\^ 'waxv^^* 
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end of the first tauxuired years, if not done h 
eorporation of the ci^ employ a part of th( 
thousand pounds in bringing by pipes tli< 
the Wissahicon-croek into the town, so as 
the inhabitants, which I apprehend may 
without great difficulty, tlie level of that ci 
much above that of the city, and may be ma 
b^ a dam. I also recommend making tb 
kill completely navigidile. At the end of t 
hundred years, 1 would have the disposit 
four millions and sixty-one tliousand pouni 
between the inhabitants of the city of Ph 
and the govenmient of Pennsylvania, in 
manner as herein directed with respect to 1 
inhabitants of Boston and the govemmen 
sachusetts. It is my desire that this 
should taJce place, and begin to operate \ 
year after my decease ; for which purpose 
should be publicly given, previous to the 
of tliat year, that those for whose benefit 
blishment is intended may make their resf 
plications: and I hereby direct mv exec 
survivors and survivor of them, within s 
oAac nriTT H<t/>oaso tn wav nver the said 81 



Da FRAN&LUr. 13T 

powdl; -I hope, however, that if the ?Qhabi- 
the two cities should not think fit to under- 
Bsecution, they will at least accept the offlur 
lonations, as a mark of my good will, token 
atitude, and testimony of my desire to to 
them even after my departure. I wish, in- 
they may both undertake to endeavour the 
I of my project, because I thmk, tlmt, thouch 
n difficulties may arise^ eipedfente will be 
remove them, and the acneme bo iMmd 
le. If one of them accepts the monev with 
tions, and the other refuses, my willuMn is, 
sums be given to the inhabitants of the city 
; ; the whole to be applied to the same pur- 
id under the same regulations directed ibr 
rate pfurts ; and if bow refuse, the mcmey 
>f course in the mass of my estate, and it fs 
posed of therewith, according to my wHl 
seventeenth day of July, 1788. 
) crab-tree walking-stick, with a gold head 
wrouglit in the form of the Cap of Liberty, 
my friend, and the firiend of mankind, 
Washington. If it were a sceptre, he has 
:, and would become it. 



ON EARLY MARRIAGES. 
To John AUeyn, Esq. 

OEAB JACK, 

You desire, you say, my impartial tboittl 
subject of an early mamage, by way ofi 
the numberless ol^ections that have been 
numerous persons to your own. You may n 
when you consulted me on the occasion, that 
youth on both sides to be no objection. Ind 
the marriages that have fallen under my ofc 
I am rather inclined to think, that eady c 
the best chance of happiness. The temper 
of the young are not yet become £0 stiff a 
plying, as when more advanced in liJfe ; 
more easily to each other, and hence, mar 
of disgust are removed. And if youth ha* 
prudence which is necessary to manage ; 
the parents and elder friends of young 
sons are generally at hand to afford f 
which amply supplies that defect ; and, ) 
*^ i« sooner formed to reguL 
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J dMiie h. Late marriages are often atteaded, 
with this finrther inconvenieiice, that there is not 
ame chance that the parents should live to see 
oSsp/KDg educated. ** Late children," says the 
.ish proverb, ** are early orphans.'* A melan- 
r reflection to those whose case it may be ! With 
America, marriages are generally in the mom- 
f life ; otur children are therefore educated and 
ii in the world by noon : and thus, our business 
; done, we have an afternoon and evening of 
:ful leisure to ourselves, such as our friend at 
mt enjoys. By these early marriages we are 
ed with more children; and from the mode 
ig us, founded by nature, of every mother suck- 
and nursing her own child, more of them arc 
d. Thence the swift progress of population 
ig us, unparalleled in Europe. In fine, I am 
you are married, and congratulate you must 
ally upon it You are now in the way of ba- 
ng a useful citizen; and you have escaped 
unnatural state of celibacy for lifie — the &te of 
f hei^, who never intended it, but who having too 
postponed the change of their conditions, nnd, 
nigth, that it is too late to think of it, and so live 
heir lives in a situation that greatly lessens a 
's value. An odd volume of a set of books, 
! not the value of its proportion to the set ; what 
I you of the odd half of a pair of scissors; it 
well cut any thing ; it may possibly serve to 
M a trencher. 

ay make my compliments and best wishes ac- 

ible to your bride. I am old and heavy, or I 

Id ere this have presented them in person. I 

make but smaU use of the old man's privilege, 

of giving advice to younger friends. Treat your 

always with respect ; it will procure respect to 

not only from her, but from all that obser\'e it. 

>r use a slighting expression to her, even in jest ; 

ilifhts in jest, uter freouent bandyings, nic- apt 

(id ha angry earnest be studious in your pro- 

9n, and you will be learned. Be industrious and 

il and you will be rich. Ba sctoct ^sANfcxw^x- 

aadyou will be heaAth^. B^ VBi^gsoK»S.Nvew. 
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ON «B PEATB or BIS BROTHER, 

MR. JOHN FRA^KLI^ 

TO MISS HUBBARD. 

I CONDOLE with you. We have lost a 
and valuable relation. But it is the will c 
naturei that these mortal bodies be laid as 
the soul is to enter into real life. This i: 
embryo state, a prejiaration for living. A 
com{detely bom mitil he be dead. Why t] 
we grieve that a new child is)x)m among t 
tals, a new member added to their hap| 
We are spirits. That bodies should be ler 
while Uiey can afford us pleasure, assist m 
ing knowledge, or doing gpod to our fellow 
is a kind and benevolent act of God. "^ 
l)Ccome unfit for these purposes, and affc 
instead of pleasure, instead of an aid b 
incumbrance, and answer none of the int 
which they were given, it is equally kind 
volent that a way is prf)vidcd by which v 
rid of them. Death is that way. We on 
some cases, prudently choose a partial 
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and I be gjrieved at this, ance we arc soon to follow, 
and know where to find him ? 

Adieu^ 

B. FRAPfKLIN. 



TO THE LATS 

DOCTOR l^UTHER, OF BOSTON 

ftEV. BIBy 

1 EscsivED your kind letter, with your excellent 
advice to the people of the United States, which I 
read with great pleasure, and hope it will be duly 
regarded. Such writings, tliougli they may be lightly 
passed over by many readers, yet if they make u. 
deep impression on one active mind in a hundred, 
the effects may be considerable. 

Permit roe to mention one little instance, which, 
though it relates to myself, will not be quite uninter- 
esting to you. When I was a boy, 1 met with a 
book entitled " Essays to do good,*^ which I think 
was written by your fatlier. It has been so little re- 
garded by a iormer possessor, tliat several leaves of 
It were torn out ; but the remainder gave me such a 
turn of thinking, as to have an influence on my con- 
duct through Lfe ; for I have always set a greater 
▼aliie on the character of a doer of good, than any 
other kind of reputation ; and if I have been^ as you 
seem to think, a useful citizen, the public owes the 
advantegeof it to that book. 

Tea mention your being in your seventy-eighth 
y^. 1 am in my seventy-ninth. We are grown old 
togather. It is now more than six^ years since I left 
Boston ; but I remember well both your father and 
grandfather, having heard them both in the pulpit, 
aiid seen tham m their houses. The last tune 1 saw 
your fothtr was the beginnmg of n^» "wYviwv\M\i>J3^^ 



^«.u.ti. Eie was a roan who nev< 
''S" 'l' ' sionof siving iiistruction ; and r 

* ■? w't ■ '^® • " *°" *"* young, and hav 
i 'l^ i vf ; )' you : stoop as you go through it, 
1 *i.' v'" many hard thuinps." This advi 

* ♦'.■,■'- n»^ head, has frequently been of 
7 ' 1 i -'■' often think of it when 1 see pride 
( -I fortuues brought upon people by t 

. ' ■ heads too high. 

, ■' .; : I long nnich to see a^in my i 

i . * .'i once hoped to lay my bones there. 

I visited it in 1733, 1 743, 1753, and . 
,^ « ' I was in England, in 1775 I bad 

cculd not enter, it being in possess. 
I did hope to have been there in 1 7 
obtain my dismission from this empU 
now 1 fear I sliall never have tliat 
i)est wishes however attend my dea 
perpetual It is now blessed with { 
stitution : may it last for ever ! 

This powerful monarchy continii 
for the United States. It is a friej 
most importance to our security, anc 
ftilly cultivated. Britain has not ^ 

' . the Ineo /»f •«•« J 
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now not haw suou we may again ha^e occasion for 
H of than. 

With great and sincere esteem, 
I have the honour to be, 
» Rev. Sir, • 

Tour most obedient and 

Most humble sea/ant, 

B. FRANkUN. 
i'assy, May \2ih, 1784. 



THE WHISTLE 
A True Siory—Wriiten to his JSTephew. 

Whhv I was a child, at seven years old, my friends, 
Ml a holiday, filled oiy pockets with coppers. I went 
lirectly to a shop where they sold toys for children ; 
md, being charmed with the sound of a whistlct that 
[ met by the way in the hands of another boy, I vo- 
untarily offered him all my money for one. I then 
:ame home, and went whistling all over the house, 
•nuch pleased with my whistle, but disturbing all the 
family. My brothers, and sisters, and cousins, un- 
Jerstanding the bargain I had made, told me I had 
g^iven four times as much for it as it was worth. This 
put me in mind what good things I might have bought 
with the rest of the money ; and they laughed at me 
so much for my folly, that I cried with vexation ; 
and the reflection gave me more rhagrin than the 
lehistle gave me pleasure. 

This, however, was afterwards of use to me, the 
impression continuing on my mind ; so that of^en, 
when I was tempted to buy some unnecessary thing, 
I said to myself^ DonH gioe too much for the whistle ; 
and 80 1 saved my money. 

As I grew up, came into the world, and observed 
tlie actions of men, I thought I met with many, very 
many, who gave too much for their whistle. 

"When I saw an3r one too ambitious of court fa- 
vours, sacrificing his time m a.tXQYvd'ttsff:.^ ^tv \«n^^%> 
liis rejKise, his liberty, \us Vii\ml«, ^^^"^^"^Xi^^^^ 



• I 

• I 

. 1 



omers, au ine esteem oi am leuu 
joys of benevolent fiiendship, fi 
mulating wealth; PloormaK, sa; 
pay too much Jbr yourtohisile. 

When I meet a man of pleasu 
laudable improyement of tne mii 
to mere corporeal sensations ; Al 
you are providing pain /or yog^i 
4Urt : you give too mudifor yot 

If I see one fond of fine clothei 

' -I equipages, all above his fortune 

tracts debts, and ends his can 

says I, he has paid dear, very dea 

\Yhen I see a beautiful sweet 
ried to an ill-natured brute of 
pity it iSf says I, that she has 
whistle. 

In short, I conceived that gr 
ries of mankind were brought up 
estimates they had made of the 
by their givuig too much for the: 
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oilier, thao my sister and imriel^ w«re it not for the 
partial}^ of our parents, wno made the most injuri- 
ous distinctions between us. From my infancy, I 
have been led to consider my sister as a being of a 
more elevated rank. I was suffered to grow up with- 
out the least instruction, while nothing was spared 
in her education. She had masters to teacn her 
writing, drawbag, music, and other accomplishments : 
but if, by chance, I touched a pencil, a pen, or u 
needle, I was biiterhr rebuked ; and more tnan once 
I have been beaten for being awkward, and wanting 
a graceful manner. It is true, my sister associated 
me with her upon some occasions ; but she always 
made a point of taking the lead, calling upon me 
only from necessity, or to figure by her side. 

But conceive not, Sirs, that my complaints are in- 
stigated merely by vanity — ^No; my uneasiness is 
occasioned by an object much more serious. It is 
the practice in our nimily, that the whole business 
of providing for its subsistence fells upon my sister 
and myself. If any indisposition shomd attack my 
sister — and I mention it m confidence upon this oc- 
casion, that she is subject to the gout, the rhumatisin, 
and cramp, without making mention of other acci- 
dents — what would be the fate of our poor family.^ 
Must not the regret of our parents be excessive, at 
having placed so great a difference between sisters 
who are so perfccdy equal ? Alas ! we must perish 
from distress : for it would not be in my power even 
to scrawl a suppliant petition for relief, having been 
obliged to employ the hand of another in transcrib- 
ing the re(}uest which I have now the honour to pre- 
fer to you. 

Condescend, Sirs, to make my parents sensible of 
the injustice of an exclusive tenderness, and of the 
necessity of distributing their care and affection among 
all their children equalty. 

I Brxif with a profound respect, 
Sirs, 
Totir obedient servant, 



' '^'TX;^r2t;;;:Ua; men can be i 

: find convenience w^din^ 

I or less P^^^^'^Lfof bSter and worse 

.- meats and d""*^^^^^"^^ whatever - 

, terandwor8edres^a.ui 

:: find good and bad wea^^r • ^ 

K^nties- to almost every fece, 
ISy may aLTver fin. features anc 

pie above "!«""'««'l^p*'";„ ti 
'are ^posec *o be tappy. o^ 

dressed d^'*- 57„fiy all with c 

ro^t^-eties. HenSS *«, are . 
tented themselves, and, by thei 
Sutes of society ; offend pers 
piwsure^^ ,i,.m«elve8 every whi 



vUeK Om^ h lb* tsmiN it b sUiCr •■>•«*' 
macui*<t»ii jMJt bu MrioasaiMquBacet in lift, 
u it biii^^i^pieA and mulixtuiMB. Forai 
nuij u am cAodMbflr, uulBobodjlOTMitkiiioit 
>f peotdai no am riiowi tben mon than the dmii 
:DniiiM>a urili^ and laqiaei, and naical; that; 
ind ttaii fr«quMlhr pUi Ifaaai outof buaxnt, and 
inw* them idio ai^uMa and ccalentkM. If tba; 
lim at obtaining wau$ advantaas in rank or IbrRine, 



iieiciaa, andmaaj kiiD to^(iaf*MtbaimlaMO' 
luct, andnnda ttomcampktahradioua. V Iheaa 
>ei)|da win not dunga ttaia badliabii, and cenda- 
cand to In plaawd witli wbat ii plaaaiss, witlkoUt 
ratting Oamidvai or othen about tbe conttaiiatiai, 
t ia good fiu otliatt lo avoid on acauaimance with 
ham, which iaalwayit 



an incoDTaniant, aipeciitiK \ 
all mangled in ibeii quurals. 
An old [AikMophlii«f"— ' 



•ipeiicDC«,*eiTcaiitiou>iD Uiii paiticnlal, and 
iiUy anndad an; iotlmacy with nub people. 
lad, like otlm ^liknopban, a thannometei to 



«nAiUy ann^d an; intlinacy « 
{a had, like otlm ^dloaupban. 
bow bioi tiM baat of tbe waatliet; and a tnranelai 



ml tbeiab^H no 
a fint alght, ait m. „ , 
M, f» tnat puipon, aude nn tf Ua lap : aoeof 
vinoh wai lenaAab^ baadMma; the oUmt, bj 
Noe acddant, crooked and ddbnoad. Ifaattanger, 
U Snt IntarTiew, tagatdad hi* vglf leg won uau 
hii handnuM one, ha doobtad liini. IT be noke of 
il,andtocAnonoticaef tbahandwmalB^ thatwaa 
HSeiMit to detannina mi philoaophv to baTo no 
hAv aoquuntanca witbnim. Emr body hai not 
*'-- ^-fo-leoad intfTument; but aven one, with a 
" — ' — ' aigoa at that ctiinag. 



S if thei vtfi tataittv 



VO lOMHB MILLIAK 

^ ' Ymt may ttmnalMb, ray dear £ 
we IttU^ ij^ ibat hippy day, 
pudM ind sweet sode^ of the 
«t0pt a Itlde in one of our waUu 
time behmd the company. We 
numberless skeletons of a kind of 1: 
J^hemene, whose successive gene 
told, were bred and expired within 
pened to see a living company of thi 
appeared to be engaged in conversi 
I understand all the inferior .animal 
great application to the study of th 
cuse 1 can pwe tot the little progre; 
your charming language. I listenei 

2to th . discourse of these little < 
ey, m tiieir national viTacity, 8| 
together, 'I could make but litde < 
tion. I found, however, by som 
sions that I heard now and then, th 
warmly^vn the merit of two foreign 
coumn, 'the otner a mmtcheio ; in w 
spent their time, seaming as regar 



tt ivQl Vimhm •muse her to ynbom I am so much 
bMbM te the most ptearing of all amusements, 
hMT delieioni ooiMpany and heavenly harmony. 

** It vnisy** 11^ he, "the opmkn of learned phi- 
losophers of ogr ni9e» who lived and flourished long 
before my timCL that diis faalworid, the MnUinJofy 
could not itsdu auftimt more than eighteen hours : 
and I think there wasaome foondation for that opi- 
nion; since, by theanpareDtmoCkmofthegreatiu- 
ininaiy, that gives life to all atture. and which in 
my time has evidently deefined eoMiderablT towards 
the ocean at the end of the eailh» it must men finish 
ita course, he extmguished in the waters that sur- 
round us, and leave the world in cold and darkness^ 
necessarily producing miiversal death and destnie- 
tion. I have lived 7 w those hours ; a ^at age, being 
no less than 4S0 minutes of time ! How veiy lew of 
us continue so kog? I have seen generations bcnrn, 
A>ijrish, and ezpise. My present frimids arechil- 
dten and grandHchildren of Ae friends of my youth, 
Who are now, alas, bo more ! And I must soon fol- 

fe^lem ; to, by the common coiirse of nature, 
Sh stiU in health, I cannot expect to live above 
1 or eigjht minutes longer. Woat now avails all 
way toil and laboas, in amassing the honey-dew 
OB this leaf, which I cannot live to -enjoy. Wliat 
WBcy flolit^nd struggles I have been engag^^ m, for the 
fpoa of my compatriot inhabitants of this bush,* or 
^ngr philosophical studies, for the benefit of our race 
In fmeral ; for in polities (what can laws ^o with- 
out noralsf) our present race of ephemeza will in a 
nmnrsa ci minutes became corrupt, like thoae of other 
nDo older bushes, and consequently as wretched ? 
Aflkd m philosophy how small our progress. Alast 
art is loo j^ and lim is short ! My firiends would com 
:£rc me with the idea of a name, they sav, I shall 
lN,fa batdnd me ; and th^ tell me I have lived long 
«Mnigh to natuie and to gfonr. But what will fame 
ba to an epheroerss who no longer exists.^ and what 
will become of all history in the ei|^teenth hour, 
iHian the would itself^ even the whole Moulin Joly, 
iWl oome to Hs end, and be hncicd vev «avv\tC\^^T&^ 
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Puiac It ditti h the 
Ml nuBon kpnm among n 
Tona tte memoiy of hi^i 
Im ages, been the amusi 
nations of Asia, the Fersi 
Chinese. Europe has had 
tfw Spaniards nave sprea 
America, and it begUis t< 
these States. It is so mt 
need the Tiew of gain to ii 
thenoe it is never j^yed i 
ibie, who ha7e leisure fo 
find one tliat is more im 
piece, written with a viev 
young finends) some little 
tioe of it, shows, at the r 
its eflbets on the mind, be 
advantageous, to tiie var 
▼iot«r. • 

The nune of chess is i 
xnent Several very valua 
tusfiil in the course of hum 




J iaak»'(tHmmaUfm»t What 

II. CI , ^_ 

board, or nana oTaatlai, Iha nlaaai 
itoaboo*, Ite daagen 



pioca* and ntoaoOB*, ■• daapen tbajr are mpae- 
liralr axpOfBd to, tba wMKl KMOtOitNi of tlwir 
•idisc aacb odiat, tba pMbabflniai that tba advar- 
•■17 naf taka tiria at that tntm, and attack thit or 
tba ollKT (Haoa, and wbu dlnnMl.Maanacaa be 



iMwa <tf tba gaaw, 
yoo rouatnaraiii 
auat lat it iiaad :" 



■ wmaa mara tba iinaaa of bumao Ufa, aod paiticu- 
iBrtr <* "" ' " whi^, if jou faave mcaulioutljr put 
ymuMltitanm bail and d«[»aroui poijtioa, you can- 
Bat nbabt yaur apamr'i laave to wilhdnw yaui 
tmraa, aad plaoa ttwm mon wcuralr, jut you id 



h»b^ Juetmragti by frttntbad aapnu-caKO in Ue 
«*»«# ft^axr a^*, the habit of iopnij/ir o/anour- 

. .._ _■ J ..._. _* -ifrievtriHg t» Ou itarch of 

All! of nnui, than is Hicb 

'la fotuDv of it it u> aub- 

t, and toa ao ftequenttr. 

[ODntamplBban, diacovan tb* awans of ei 

OBTaiJrfr 



mg auamtagm oy fru 
a* aftur ^mirt, the ha 
b dUv^nd ibal off 

HdMir tliaffmanao 



ttODabaiieounuedtocanlinua the con 
utfia bopa of ncloty bv otu own skill, 

' «(«!••« of fMu a ftala raata, br laa o^igance of 

. ao advatNiT' Aod « ' 



J cfaaaabonAwaaaiaitanoaaof^tbatiianicularpieces 
•I at ■■ u enaw Ma aptu produce pneum^ion, «.nd\>& 
(I i —aa n iii i il to m i iiii o^ tir wtitehthahm™*'; ^««- 
f mwiavttrfltitaiBDMtabatoainwGbijscaui^^.^'^ 
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trl&himiiU InrevujkiiidareMl t^Mnionihat 
majrtw vwinuitniihiiuEbti, •• Tin andcnund 
th* (iBl bMM dMn I, bul ;ou ue aUtfla hntUntin; 
or. Toa'[j^lao &«; 6c, jm had lk« bMt of im 
game, bin Mmnhhit h«wp«n»d M d)*an jom 

Seitaaj,Vyaaa»mtfi»anuwbB»«lttn§flmj, 
obMrre tbe row* jMftct dlnea. F g^lf ^ gw 

jOD nnii, b«cMiM K mgr cm* lb* loM «f Ui pmwi 
■nd Mm, in wbon fimr joy |m« h, Iwgmm; 
tbouili it bpno^tiKl h« laawi fc ha h«M tin 
pleanm ba td^ liave bad, If m iad BHmitlail 
bim toddak oMilitbadoccuiTM toblaiMlC Ena 
a£Ut matm, or miin*,]^au mintnot, bjH ' 



» tb* plajait lawipi w dirvti tb^ Bttantion, and 
IS tbuMon iiDplMn^ Na ihould jou ^m lbs 
(mm bint to rithat ptuty, by any Una of ntiw or 
BKHiaai If you da, jcNi.aie imwoitl^lobaaipMi 
tator. If yoa hsnainiDdtaeiMclMartbawyopr 
■odpssit, do It b) [dajbig your ownnnw, whtD vou 
Mva aa apportniii^, not' in eiilkini^ m medduDf 
wllbt 01 eounatllbis Iba pb^ of otban. 

SMij, If tba lame ia not to ba i^ad ligoraiulj', 
•fri)nting (o'lba nibi abovamailiaDMt tbaamode* 
MM.mur dMiie of tietbi; om yow adfmair, and 



._ ... iraryoonalE ! 

M» a* necj adranlacB offend bf bii unAQAilncw 
r faanmtkDi but pomt mk to bun fcbiOr, tbatt^ 
Mb a more ba jdacei or leavei a ^esi in dajilK 
ad onHippaRed ; diat by aoodMi be will put bis 
bH in a pnilom AnbtkiD, &«. By tUi go n t n nw 
lm9 <Ki oppo^ to tba aotUiatrnMbon Ibrlnd- 
■i) yon may, bidMd, happen to Iom tba pine ui 
inr OWD onBiMMnt, but jmi will win whu i> bet 
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kinc^ a. 



7. M 



painful dj 
. disturbed : anrt rf;.. ™ ' 
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wbicb Ibey skcp till doomsday. NoUiing is more 
coiiunon in the newspapera, twui instances of peo- 
ple, who, after rating a hearty supper, are found aeati 
a-bed in the mominf. 

Another means of preferring health, to be attend- 
ed to, is the having a constant supply of fresh air in 
your bed-chainber. It has been a great mistake, the 
slfvitping in rooms exactlv closed, and in beds sur- 
it)unded by curtains, ^o outward air, that may 
come into you, is so unwholesome as the unclianged 
air, often breathed, of a close-chamber. As boilmg 
water does not grow hotter Inr hmger boiling, if the 
particles that raceme greater heat can escape ; so liv- 
ing bodies do .not putrefy, if the particles, as fast as 
they become putrid, can be thrown off. Nature ex- 
pels them by the:pores of the skin and lungs, and in 
a free open abr, tney are carried off; but, hi a close 
room, we receive them again and again, tliough they 
become more and more corrupt. A number of per- 
sons crowded into a small room, thus spoil the air in 
a few minutes, and even render it mortal, as in the 
Black Hole at Calcutta. A sin^ person is said 
only to spoil a gallon of air per minute, and there- 
fore requires a longer time to spoil a chamberful ; 
but it is done, however, in proportion, and many 
putrid disorders have hence iheir origin. It is re- 
corded of Methusalcm, who, being the longest liver, 
may be supposed to have best preserved his health, 
that he slept always in the open air ; for when he had 
lived &ve hundred years, an angel £aid to him, 
*' Arise, Methusalem, and build thee an house, for 
tliou shalt live yet five hundred years longer." Bui 
Methusalem answered and saio ; ** If I am to lire 
but five hunilred years longer,* it is not worth while 
to build me an house — I will sleep in the air as I 
have been used to do." Phvsicians after having for 
ages contended tiiat tlie sick should not be indidgtd 
with fresh air, have at lensth discovered Xhat it may 
do them gpod. It is therefore to be hoped, that they 
may in time discover likewise, that it is not hurtful ta 
those who are in health ; and that we may then be 
cured of the aerophobia Uiat at present dlstcassAA 
4vcak iziijjds, and makes them cVioose Vi>a^ ^'oSi't^^st^ 
J* 




experiment i., . twcome 

iien ft^V th„* '^'^ "^covered c 
'Viil inf^o^^ iP**"' suddenly re 
i2~n^'^^«ly .relieve the^slL, 

air th!; '"'^O'n'noded it. For e- 
f - fore heavier^I * "* '""^«''. ' 
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to the air, and that which, remainuig sunk in tlie 
bed, dentes the air access : for this part now mani- 
fests its uneasiness more distinctly by the compari- 
son, and the seat of the uneasiness is more plainly 
perceived, than when the whole sur&ce of the body 
was affected b^ it 

Here then is one great and general cause of un- 
pleasin^ dreams. For when the body is uneasy, the 
mind will be disturbed by it, and disagreeable ideas 
of various kinds will, in sleep, be the natural conse- 
quences. The remedies, preventive and curative, 
follow. 

1. By eatine moderately (as before advised for 
hcalth^s sake) less perspirable matter is produced in a 
given time ; hence the bed-clothes receive it longer 
before they are saturated ; and we may, therefore, 
Fleep longer, before we are made uneasy by their re- 
fusing to receive any more. 

2. By using thinner and more porous bed-clothes, 
which will suffer the perspirable matter more easilv 
to pass through them, we are less incommoded, such 
being longer tolerable. 

3. Witen you are awakened by this uneasiness, 
and find you cannot easily sleep again, get out of bed, 
beat up and turn your pillow, shake the bed clothes 
well, with at least twenty shakes, then throw the 
bed open, and leave it to cool .- in the meanwhile, 
continuing undrest, walk about your chamber, till 
your skin has had time to discharge its load, which j 
it will do sooner as the air may be drier and colder. 
When you begin to feel the cold aur unpleasant, then 
return to your bed ; and you will soon ftdl asleep, 
and your sleep will be sweet and pleasant All the 
scenes presented to your &ncy will be of the pleasing 
kind- 1 am oftaik as agreeably entertained with them, 
as by the scenery of an opera. If you happen to be 
too indolent to get out of bed, you may, instead of it, 
lift your bed-clothes with one arm and leg, so as to 
draw in a good deal of fresh air, and by letting them 
fall, force it out again ; this, repeated twenty times, 
will 80 clear them of the perspirable matter tKe>j 
hare imbibed, as to permit "vo\m ^^\Vi^ ^€\\sv^ 




M 



ftmovai 90 distant from the first 
eoA mJMl sweet,, may in a degree 
end.. 

One or two observations more v 
little piece. Care must be takei 
down, lo dispose your pillow so a» 
ner of jdacing your liead, and to'fa 
then place your limbs so as not to b 
ly Itard upon one another ; as for ix 
Of your ancito-: for (houeh a bad po 
give but little pain, and be hardly m 
timiance will render it less tolerabk 
ness may come on while you are at 
your imagination. 

These are the rules of the art 
will OBDuaSfy prove effectual in p 
intended, there is a case in which tl 
observance of them will be totally i 
not mention the case to you^ my dee 
f|ecount of the art would: be impei 
It^e case is, when the person wh( 
Um pleasant dreams iuu not talcen 
wlutt Is necessary, above a^ thiogb, 
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ADVICE TO A YOUNG TILVDESMAN. 
Written anno 174B. 

TO MT IBinO, A. B. 

As you have desiiedit of me, I write the following 
hints, which have been of service to me, and may 
if obaenred, be so to jou. 

REMUfBtJi that time is money. He that can earn 
ten shillings a-day by his l«U)oiir, and goes abroadi 
or sits idle one half of that day, thou& he spends 
but six pence during his diversion or idicnest ought 
not to reckon that the only expense ; be has really 
t])cnt| or ratlier thrown away, five shilluigs besides. 

Keniember that credit is money. If a man lets his 
money lie in my hands s^er it is due, he |ives me 
the interest, or so much as I can make of it during 
that time. Tliis amounts to a considenible sum 
where a man has good and lai^ credit, and makes 
good use of it. 

Remember that money is of a prolific generating 
nature. Money can beget money, and its offspring 
can beget more, and sa onv Five shillings turned is 
six ; turned again is seven and three pence ; and so 
nn till it becomes an hundred pounds. The more 
there is of it, the' more it produces every turning, so 
that the profits rise quiclcer and quicker. He that 
kills a breeding sow, destroys all her offspring to the 
thousandth generation. He that murders a crown, 
destroys all Uiat it might have produced, even scores 
of pounds. 

Keniember that six pounds a-year is but a groat 
a-day. For this little sum (which may be daily 
wasted cither in time or expense, unperceived) a 
man of credit may, on his own secunty, have the 
ronstant possession and use of an hundred pounds. 
So much in stock, briskly turned by an industrious 
man, produces great advantage. 

Remember this saying. »*The|jaod^vjvcsa&\Kv*vt» 
Jojd of another man's purse.*' H^ ^^^^. \a V^^^^ v^ 




snut up your irienu s puisc »ui cvwi 

The most uifling actions that a 
dit are to be regarded. The souiw 
at five in the morning, or nine at 
creditor, makes him easy six mon 
he sees you at a billiard-table, or h 
a favem, when you should be at \ 
his money the next day; demani 
ret;eive it in a lump. 

It shows, besides, that you art 
you owe ; it makes you appear a 
an honest man, and that still incre 

Beware of thinking all your owi 
and of living accordingly. It is a i 
people who have credit fall mto. 
keep an exact account, for some ' 
expenses and your income. Ifyoi 
first to mention particulars, it w 
^foct ; you will discover how woi 
ffing expenses mount up to large s 
fiem what might haveoeen, and 
be saved, wimout occasioning a 
nieace. 

lo short, thfi way to wealth, if 
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NECESSARY HINTS TO THOSE THAT 
WOULD BE RICH. 

WRITTEN ANMO 1736. 

The use of money is all the advantage there is iji 
having money. , 

For six pounds a-year you may have the use of one 
iiundred pounds, provided you are a man of known 
prudence and honesty. 

He that spends a groat a-day idly, spends idly 
above six pounds a-year, which is the price for the 
use of one hundred pounds. 

He that wastes idly a groat*s worth of his time pir 
day, one day with another, wastes the privilegi- < 
using one hundred pounds each year. 

He that idly loses five shillings worth of time ].i^o^ 
(ive shillings, ana might as prudently throw .\\-n 
sliillings into the sea. 

He uiat loses five shillings, not only loses that sum, 
but all the advantages that might be made by turning 
it in dealing ; which, by the time that a younir man 
})ecomes old, will amount to a considerable sun\ ot 
money. 

Again ; he that sells upon credit, asks a price for 
What he sells equivalent to the principal and interest 
of hi? money for the time he is to be kept out of it : 
therefore, he that buys upon credit, pays interest for 
what he buys; and he that pays reacfy money, might 
let that money out to use ; so that he that posfesscs 
any thing he has bought, pays interest for the use of ir. 

Vet, in buying goods, it is best to pay ready inoncv, 
because, ho that sells upon credit, expects to' lose fivo 
per cent, by bad debts; therefore he charges, on all 
he sells upon credit, an advance tliat shall make up 
that deficiency. 

Those who pay for what they buy upon credit, pay 
their share of this advance. 

. . He that pays ready money, escapes, or may escape 
that charge. 

A penny sav'd is twopence clear ; 
A pfu a day's a groai u "j^^. 



LI At this time, «« » — 

* I '* money is scarce," it will be au . 

^' i inform the moneyless how tl)ey m< 

.'( ' I pockets. 1 will acquaint them w 

j^.' \ of m<mey-catching— 4fae certain v 

£;$ I purses — and how to keep them al 

■ V ! simple rules, well observed, will do 
;.', « frst, Lot honesty and industry 

companions ; and, 

Secondly, Spend one penny less 
gains. 

■ ;' i Then shall thy hide-bound poc 

thrive, and will never again cry wif 
Bch : neither will creditors insult t 
press, no hunger bite, nor nake 
The whole hemisphere will shine 
sura spring up in every corner o 
therefore, embrace these rule»an( 
the bleak winds of sorrow from 
independent. Then shalt thou 
hide thy fkce at the approach of 
the pain of feeling little when 
walk at thy right hand : for in( 
wilh little or much, is good forti 
— '^••nd with tlie pre 
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All SCaRQMICAL FlUUfiCT 

A tnailAttfki of diis Letter afipeiitd in one of the 
daily Win of Flguiit obout the ymx 1784. The 
fbUowai » the orii^iial piaco, with mmo addi- 
cions amd ObOMCtioiis made by the Aothor. 

I\> ik$ JhOkm qf ih§ JaunuiL 

MXSSlXirM . , 

.■■■■, • 

Yov often entertain vm wi|h Mooiintaof Mw dite» 
veries. Permit me to commiWkWf to the jnAiBc 
through your paper, one that has lately been madi 
by myself and which I conceive may be of greaj 
utility. 

I was the other evening: in a grand company 
where the new lamp of Messrs. Quinquet and Lang( 
was introduced, and much admired for ito splen- 
dour; but a gonetal inquiry was ftiade, whether th( 
oil it consumed was not in (noportion to the lijght l 
afforded, in which case there would be no saving ii 
the use of it No one present could satisfy us in tha* 
point, which all agreea ought to be known, it being i 
very desirable thing to lessen, if possible, the ex 
pense of lii^ting our apartments, when every othM 
article of ilunily expense was so much augmented: 

I was pleased to see this general concern An 
economy, fer I love economy exceed\p|^. 

I went home, and to bed, thrpe or mir hours afte: 
midnight, with my head full ol the subjeot An ac- 
cidental sudden noise waked me abofut six hi the 
morning, when I was surprised to find my room filled 
withlJU^t; and I imagmed at first, that a nmnber oi 
those Hunns had been broiwht mto Hi but, rubbin| 
my eyes, 1 pensei^ed the l%ht came m at the win< 
dows. I n>t up and looked out to see what might be 
the oecamn of it, when I saw'the sun just risini 
at)ove Hm horizon, firoin whence he poured his rayi 
plentiftdlv faito my chamber, my domestic havin| 
negpfliMr. onittea tiie pneeding evening to clott 
die nuMenb 



me have never seen any signu cm muu».»«w ^ 
ooon, and seldom regara the astronomical n 
the almanack, will be as much astonished as I 
when they heax of hie rising so early ; and ec 
ally when I assured them, that he gives Ughi as 
as he rises. 1 am convinced of this. 1 am cc 
of my fact. One cannot be more certun of any 
I saw it with my own eyes. And having rep 
this observation the three following mornings, If 
always precisely the same result 

Yet it so happens, that when 1 speak of this c 
very to others, 1 can easily perceive by their c 
tenances, though they forbear expressing it in w 
that they do not quite b^eve me. One, indeed, 
is a learned natural philosopher, has assured me, t 
must certainly be mistakenastothecircumstancec 
light coming into my room ; for it being well kn 
as he says, that there could be no light abroad ai 
hour, it ficdlows that none could enter from witti 
and that of consequence, my . windows being 
deoHd^ left open, mstead of letting m the light, 
onl^nrved to let out the darkness : and he used r 
ingenious arguments to show me how I migh 
that means, ^ve been deceived. I own that he 
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love of eoonoiDy induced me ta mustn up what littla 
«Lrithnietic I was master o^ and to make some c^- 
culatioofl, which I shall ^ve you, after observing, 
that utjli^ is, in my opinion, the test of value in mat- 
ters of invention, and that a discovery which can 
be applied to no use, or is not good for something, is 
good for nothing. 

I took foor the basis of my calculation the supposi* 
tion, that then are 100,000 fiimilies in Paris and that 
diese &milies coosume in the night half a i>ound of 
bougies, or candles, per hour. I think this is a mo- 
derate allowance, taking one fiunily with another ; for 
though I believe some consume less, 1 knon^ that many 
consume a great deal more. Then esti^iiKipg, seven 
boursper day,asthemedium quantity between rae time 
of the sun's rising and ours, he rising during the six 
following months from six to eight hours before noon, 
and there being seven hours of course per night in 
which we burn candles, the account will stand thus : 

In the six months between the twentieth of March 
and the twentieth of September, there are 

Highte 183 

Hours of each night in which we bum 

candles -- 7 

1^ ' ■ 

^luhiplication gives for the total number % 

of hours lyttl 

These 1,281 hours multiplied by 100,000, 
the number of inhabitants given • -li 

One hundred twenty-eight millions and 
one hundred thousand hours, spent 
at Paris by candle-light, which at naif 
a pound of wax and tallow per hour, 
gives the weip^ht of 64,050«000 

SUty-four miibons and fifty thousand of 
pounds, which, estimating the whole at 
the modium price of thirty scds the 
fonadt makes the sum of ninety-six 
milUont and seventy-five thousand' . 
JiYiw toumois 0fi,075.00O ^ 
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^t I tow eakiulatMl tqna only one half oi 
j«ur. HBd mmHk may Im fwred in the other, the 
tiie d«yi am ihorter. Beades* the unmense stoc 
irai and tallow left anooosuined during the sumn 
will jpcoiMi|!]{y make capdlee moeh cheaper for 
enswng wiDlnr,-aiid continue cheaper as long as 
propoeed^efiardiatwm shaU be sinpi^^ 

For the unit benefit of this aucoteiy, thus free 
communicated and heelowed fay -me on the publici 
demand neither piaec^ pcnsiaD, aadusive privileg 
or any other lewaid whatofer. I ekpect only t 
have ue honour of It' And yet I know there ar 
Utile enrious minds who wiQ, aiuaual, deny me this 
and say, that my invention was known to the aa 
cieitfs, nud peiliaps they may brine paswyis out ol 
thettdbooksinpRMf en it I wiUnotdiqnjte with 
these people ^t the ancients knew not that the sun 
would rise a< certain hoars; they nossihly had. as 
we have, almanacks, that predictea it : but it does 
not follow fiom tiience, that they knew Ac gmoe light 
OS soon OS Aerofs. This is what I daim as my dis- 
covery. If the ancients knew it, it must have been 
long smce forgotten, for it certainly was unknown to 
the modems, at least to the Parisians ; which to pTove« 
I need use but one plain simple argiunent^ They ara 
as well instructed, judicious, ananrudejf a peoj^le 
as exist any where in the world, all pi 
myself, to be lovers of economy ; and fi 
haavy taxes required from them for the 
he elate, have surely reason to be « 
By, it is impossible that so sennble a 
oich circumstances, should have lived so 
iKAy, unwholesome, and enormously 
riit of candles if they had really known tlMl they 
mkt haiva had as much pore l^t of the fw for 
vuUnf. I OBj 4tc. 

AH ABRIRE* 
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divide *• f None to be t«»* 

est equal m*" . eachpioPJ ^ ^t, 

«»y "* f *e ^*"'« *°'^'a Jon*, to 
most of ** ° ost days ma m ^^ 

a pietty n?** This "'•^"ihoffaphi 



lliai » "- • booK 01 '*"■" J fixes u^ 
a pretty nff^^ " ^y^^s ««?^°ihoKrapVi^ 

la«S."*lP^,,a different ^^^^^^ n 
) 58.* h defect n^^IitnamR, ? 
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^ at a few of these words and ezplanatkms 
jriuch would a little exercise their memo- 
least they might write a number of them 
book for the purpose, which would help to 
ining of those words in their minds, anu ai 
ime furnish every one with « little diotion^ 
future use. 

tta SECOND CLASS, 

ught reading with attention, and with pro 
lUons of the veioe, according to the senti 
he subject 

lort pieces, not exceeding the length of u 
to be given this class for lessons (and womtt 
er Spectators would be very suitable for 
ie.) These lessons might be given every 
islLSf the scholars to study them against 
g. Let it then be required of them to give 
., first of the parts of soeech, and construe- 
or two sentences. ' Tnis will oblii^ them 
iquently to their grammar, and fix its prin- 
iii tlieir memory. Next, of the intention 
3r, or the scope of the piece, ^he meaning 
ntence, and of every uncommon word. 
1 early acquaint them with the meaning 
)f words, and giving them that most necea* 
of reading wiu attention, 
iter then to read the piece with Uie propv 
ts of voice, due emphasis, and suitaol^jb" 
t action is required ; and put the youtoR 
is manner. 

le author has used an expression not the 
be pointed out ; and let his beauties be 
f remarked to the youth. 
»8ons for reading be varied, that the youth 
de acquainted with good styles of aU kinds 
d verse, and the proper maimer of reading 
-sometimes a well-told story, a piece of a 
SeneraPs speech to his soldiers, a spe^h in 
lome part of a comedy, an ode, a satire, a 
k verse, Hudibrastic, li^toic, &.G. liw\\RX 
i \K chowa for itad&ni^ w Qwixa^ wbbi^ 
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rery thing that could injure the morals of youth) 
: likewise be got by rote, and the- boys exercised 
Uveriqg or acting them ; great care being taken 
m their maimer ulter the truest models. 
: their fiurther improvement, and a little to vary 
studies, let them now begin to read history, 
iis^vuig got by heart a short table of the principal 
s in chronology. They may begin with Rollm*s 
It and Roman histories, and proceed at proper 
, as they go though the subtequent clasces, with 
8t histories of our own nation and colcmies. Let 
i.tion be excited among the boys, by giving, 
y, Utde prizes, or other small encouragements 
tse who are able to give the best account of what 
aave read, as to times, places, names of personSt 
This will make them read with attention, and 
nt the history well in their memories. In re- 
ing on the history, the master will have fine cp- 
aites of instilling instruction of various kinds, 
nproving the morals, as well as the understand- 
M youth. 

3 natural and mechanic history, contained in 
peciacle de la JVature, might also be begun in 
;Iass, and continued through the subsequent 
s, by other books of the same kind ; for, next to 
nowledge of duty, this kind of knowledge is 
nly the most useful, as weh as the most enter- 
g. The merchant may thereby be enabled bet- 
understand many commodities in trade ; the 
craftsman to improve his business by new in- 
ents, mixtures, and materials, and ftequentty 
are given for new methods of improving land, 
nay be set on foot greatly to the advantage of a 
ry. 






TB£ FOUBTH CLASS. 

be taught composition. Writing one's own 
Bge well, is the next necessary accomplishment 
good spc»iking. It is the writing mastcr^s busi- 
to take care that the boys make fair characters, 
•lace them straigljit and even in the lines : but to 
their style, and even to take c?ite iVvaX^-^ ^<n>^ 
8 
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i)iyiM of ymndf and at the Mune thne wen express 
the MBttoant These essayi sboald all pass under 
themMftA ^ye, who win point out their mults, and 
pat tfao-wiilMroD oonebiiiic diem. Where the judg- 
ment b Bdt ripe enoog^ for fonnhiig new essays, lot 
the s eritfa n e n ts of a Spectator be given, and required 
to be clothed fai the schdars own words; CHrthecir 
cumstances of oome ^ood itniy : the schdar to find 
expression. Let them be put sometfanes on abridg 
ing a paragraph ef a dfSbse author : sometimes on 
dwitlng or amplifiring what is wrote more closely 
AaA now let Dr. /ohnsoa*s Absfieo, or First Princi 
pies of Human Knowledge, contahiiiig a logic, or 
art of reasGidng, Ac be read by the yomh, and the 
difficulties that may. occur to them be enlained by 
the master. The reading of history, and the eter- 
cises of good readingand just speaking, stiU continued 

SIXTH CLASS. 

In this class, besides continuing the studies of the 
preceding in histoiy, riietoric, lonc, moral and nn- 
tural pbOosopby, the best English authors may be 
read and explained ; as TiUotson, Milton, Locke, 
Addison, Pope, Swift, the higher papers in the Spec- 
tator and Guardian, the best trandations of Homer, 
Viigil and Horace, of Teleni»chus, Travels of Cy^ 

ms, dtc 

Once a-year, let there be public exercises in the 
haU; the trustees and citizens present. Then let 
fine gilt books be given as prizes to such boys as dis- 
*hty"">* Uiemselves, and excel the others in any 
farancfa of learning, makini^ three degrees of com- 
parison ; giving m best pme to him that performs 
Mst. a less valuable one to him that comes up next 
to the brat ; and another to the third. Commenda- 
tions, encouragement, and advice to the rest, keep- 
im; up tl»rir hopes, that, by industir, thev may ex- 
cel another time. The names of those that obtain 
tbeprize, to be yearly printed in a list 

llie hoars of each day are te4)e divided and dis^ 
posed in suoh a manner as that some clasi«&xcv%?3 \^v^ 
with the writix^ master, knptcn^ ^ficiRast \dKcw^^. 
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xed to TOL i wlab, liofrover, tint in some future pub- 
lieatiOB myalttt, yoa wMdd wt a diacountenanciog 
maikapoli timi. The tLnt I femember is the word 
dMfDMiL When I Mt New Enjdand in the yeat- 
173^ thif#tifd iMid nevar beeii oiea amobg us, as &r 
asl ftnow^botlA tbe teufe cfmuHoriOtd^ or made bet- 
ter, except tmem In a ferr old book of Dr. Mather's, 
entitled, ** HmmHMk JhwtUmeetJ^ As diat man 
wrote a Teiy obtewe hand, I lemeoiber that when I 
lead ttnt %oid in h» book, ueed butead of the word 
mnatsjfti, I coii|ectored lluiS it was an error of th 
ywatf wfaoliaa Biietaksea a Aort I in ftt& writing for 
an n aBd ay wirib too short a tail fiw a v, whereby 
e mph jft i wtM coBverled intotrnprovei.- but when I 
returned to BoelOQ in 1733, 1 found this change Imd 
obtained flivour, and was then become common ; for 
I met with it often in perusing tlie newspapers, where 
It freqnentlf made an appearance rather ridiculouR. 
Such, for instance, as the advertisement of a countr}' 
house, which had become many years improved as a 
tavern ; and in the character (u. a deceased country 
^ntleokMi, that lie liad been for more tbaq thirty years, 
wi f f v wd as a justice ofpeace. This use of the*^ won 1 
imp r o tn is peculiar to New England, and not to he 
met with among any other speakers of English, 
either <^ this or the other side of the water. 

DmrfaK my late absence in France, I find that sc- 
Toral other new words have been faitroduced into 
our pfetfliamentary language. Fm esample, I find 
a forb formed fiom the subttantive nokee, I should 
not Aaos noticed <Aw, were ii not tikat Uts gentUnum, 
4^ Also another verb fiom the substantive adno- 
eaUt Thi gmUeman who advocates, or who has ad- 
voicaied fMlmofum, ^e. Another fiom the substan- ( 
^mmrogreUf the most auCward and abominable of ' 
fhemiiat 31ie eoewttlfes Aovrng' progressed, re^/v«i ' 
lo m^omrtL The word o^^ottd, thw^ not a new 
wora, I find need in a new manner, as, The gentle- 
men fsJW orf opposed to this measwre, to which I have 
od$o mmtffohtays been opposed. If you should hap- 
pen to jbe of my opinion, with reqiect to those inno- 
vations^ jou will use your authority vcv tv^\^>QW!:x^>s^ 
thetn. 
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derable advantage to that nadSoa. it mm 
thers to inculcata and imnd tfarou^ otl 
such sentknents and omnops* on import 
as are most coqduBlfiB to its inteiestii or 
coDtribtite to its reputatiOQ, by promotix 
mon interests of mankind. It is, jperiia{ 
its being written in French, that vokair 
on Toleration has had so sudden and f 
effect on the bigotry of Europe, as eUnosi 
disarm it. The general use of the Freai 
has likewise a very advantageous dfeot oi 
of the bookselling branch of conuneroe ; i 
known, that the more cofues ciun. be 4 
struck off from one coropositioQ of tynes 
increase in a much greater propoitioD UM 
making a greater number mpeces in am 
of manufacture. And at present tbfere £ 
town in Europe without a French book* 
corresponding with Paris. Our EngjUsh 
obtain the second place. The greM bod 
lent printed sermons in our langtiSige, and 1 
of our writmg on political subjects, hava 
great number of divmes, of different lei 
tions, as well as gentlraien concerned b 






ii-ttiDCu>i the Geiman. Tlii mi mon paiti- 
J lucTul to Ibose nbo wen noi well aeqatinted 



„ rbh ■ ouinl,' 

iiicillKMaDCu*! the Geimai 

arly UKiul to Ibose nbo wen noi well aeqafnted 
ii Uie Knglish, Ibere beine such a prodidaoi num- 
of our wonla ibal 4i« both verm uul nibMan- 



lire*, andipeltin tiienmemuiaer,thouriio(t 
renMd diftenall; in prODOUDCialioa. l^ii method 
liBc, bv the fane; of printen of bK yMKi baen en- 
(itely laid asida j fniiu an idea, that guppraohig the 
c^itidi ihatvs (he chanctet to pcatei advanugB ; 
than iHlere, pnniinSDl above Ihe Una, diMuitniig its 
GTCD, legular appeaiance. The efiect of thii cbange 
Is so conuderable, Uial a lewned man of FnuKe. wba 
und to lead oui bocka, though oot parftcily ae- 



on the lubjGci of nur Buuion, atttilntad the grfatei 
obfcority be fbuad hi our modern book*. ctHnoaied 
-... -■- -jQf i[,e period a 



ebange of ttrle 



I convinced him, t? maikhig for him 



., . paragraph, 

irhlch Iw Iben earil; undenriood, though beloie be 
caaU not oompnbenil it. This Ehons the inconve- 
nioDM of that preteitded btprorement 
Fiom Aa bdm fimdneM ibi an unifiinn tad even 



apnaaianeeof <bM«ct*nin«Uii«, tb- r 

c^ku* b«ri*ert alto the Italic tjpN, in which words 
of io^oftuea to be attended to in the eente of tiie 
notaoee, wd wordi on which an empha^ ihould be 
pM (a nadag, uied to bi^printed. Aiid Utcty ano- 
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o\ir mode of printing. We' are sensible, 
BD a question is met with in the reading 
a proper variation to be used in the man- 
or the voice : we have, therefore, a point 
1 icterrogation affixed to the question, to 
3h it But this is absurdly placed at its 
that the reader does not discover it till he 
U he was wroi^y modulating his voice, 
therefore obliged to begin again the sen- 
Co prevent this, the Spanish printers, mor« 
place an interrogiation at the becnning as 
It the end of the question. We navo ano*- ^^ ^ 

ff of the same kind in printing plays, where ^Bl^ 

ig often occurs that is marked as spoken 7UB^ 

13ut the word aside is placed at the end of the 
nrhen it ou^t to precede it, as a direction to 
ler, that he may govern his voice accord- 
Fho practise of our ladies, in meeting five 
)gether, to form little busy parties, where 
employed in some useful work, while one 
them, is so commendable in itself, that it 
the attention of authors and printers to 
Eis pleasing as possible, both to the reader 
rers. 
sst wishes attend you, being with sincere 

Sir, 
Your most obedient and 
Yeiy homble servant, 

B FRANKLIN. 
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and in' the same moment jud^ and condemned, 
and sentence pronounced against him that he is :: 
rogue and a viUian. Yet if an ofi&cer of this cuuri 
receives the sLIJsbtest check for misconduct in this hi^. 
office, he claims immediately the rights of a free ciii- 
zen by the constitution, and demands to know his 
accuser, to confiront the witnesses, and have a fair 
tiial by the jury of his peers. 

ThefoyndaHan qf its authority. 

It is said to be founded on an article in the statr^ 
constitution, which establishes the liberty of the 
press — a liberty which every Pennsylvanian would 
tight and die for, though fzw of us, I believe, have 
distinct ideas of its nature and extent It seeing. 
indeed, somewhat like the liberty of the press, thu' 
felons have, by the common law of England beforr. 
conviction ; that is, to be either jMressed to death o. 
hanged. If by the liberty of the press, we understood < 
merely the liberty of discussine the propriety of pub 
lie measures and political opmions, let us have as 
much of it as you please ; but if it means the liberty 
of affronting, calumniatmg, and defaming one an- 
other, I, for my part, own myself willing to part with 
my share of it, whenever our legislators shall please 
to alter the law ; and shall cheerfully consent to ex- 
change my liberty of abusing others, for the privi- 
lege of not being abused mysel£ 

By whom this court is commissioned or 
constituted. 

It is not by any commission from the supreme ex- 
ecutive council, who miglit previously judge of the> 
abilities, integrity, knowledge, &c. of the persons to 
be appointed to this great tiust, of deciduig upon the 
characters and good £aime of the citizens: for this 
court is above that council, and may accuse, judge, 
and condemn it at pleasure. Nor is it hereditary, ab 
is the court of dernier rosorl m xJ^^ ^^ftKWk.^ ^IViw^ 
lam?. But any man who can ^tocvrc^ ^«w^\\5»k^ "wx^ 



tiib <ui vixcmj \\*- U4«> 
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Of (he natural support of (Ms cour 

Its support is founded in the deptayit^i 
minds as bave not been mended by leligion 

{proved by good education. 

• 

There is a lust in man no charm can tBm< 
Of loudly publishing his neighbour's sliam 



Hence, 

On eagle's wings immortal scandals fty, 
While virtuous actions are but bom and < 



Whoever feels pain on hearing a good chj 
Ills neighbour, will feel a pleasure in the f 
And of those who, despairing to rise m dtsti 
their virtues, are happy if others can be dej 
a iwp.l with themselves, there are a number 
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Of iht ehedkt proper to he esfablisJicd against iht 
afrvMs qf power in Ihose courts. 

Hitherto there aie none. But since so iiuich has 
been written aud published on the federal constitu- 
tion ; and the necessity of checks in all parts of good 
i^overnment, has been so clearly and learnedly ex- 
plained, I find myself so far enlightened q9 to sus- 
pect some check may be proper in this part also ; bin 
1 have been at a loss to imagine any that may not be 
construed an infiringcment of the sacred liberty of the 
press. At Ici^th, however, 1 think I hai'c fhiiud ons, 
tliat instead otdiniinishing general liberty, shall uui;- 
mcnt it : which is, by restoring to tiie |X!opIe a spe- 
cies of liberty, of which they have been deprived 
by our laws — I mean the liberty of llu' cud,ij,cl ! In the 
rude state of society, prior to the existence of la\< if 
one man gare auothec ill language, tlic affi-oiitod p(>r- 
son might return it by a box on the ear; and, if re- 
])pated, by a good drubbing ; and this without offend- 
ing against any law : but now the right of nmking 
such returns is denied, and they are punished as 
breaches of the peace, while tlie right of abusing 
seems to remain in full force ; the Iftws made against 
it being rendered ineffectual by the liberty of the 
press. 

My proposal then is, to leave the Yiltertj of the 
press untouched, to be exercised in its full extent, 
force, and vigour, but to permit the liberty of the 
cudgel to go with it, parri passu. Thus, my fellow- 
citizens, if an impudent writer attacks your repu- 
tation— -dearer perhaps to you than your life, and 
puts his name to the charge, you may go to him as 
openly, and break his head. If he conceals himself 
behind the printer, and you can nevertheless discover 
who tie is, you may, in luce manner, waylay him in 
the ni^t, attack him behind, and give him a good 
drubbing. If you adversary hires better writers than 
himself to abuse you more effectually, you may hire 
as many porters, stronger than yourself, to assist you 
in giving him a more effectual drubbing, Thus far 
goeu mypn^t as to private tesctiXu\e\\X'ai\v^\^v«;v. 
pution. But if th** nnblic &\iQ\\\d c\»ii\\?^\»V^^^^^^'*^ 
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Mechanics, servants, farmers, and so fort}], 
A re co/iy^qwr, of inferior worth ; 
r.css prU d, more useful, for your desk decreed, 
i'ree to all pens, and prompt at ev*ry need. 

The wretch whom av'riee bids to pinch and spare, 
.Starve, cheat, and pilfer, to enrich an heir, 
Is coarse brountrpaper ,* such as pedlers choose 
'J'o wrap up wares, which better men will use. 

Take next the miser's contrast, who destroys 
Health, feme, and fortune, in a round of joys. 
Will any paper match him ? Yes, througnout, 
l:Ie*s a true sinking'paper, past all doubt 

The retail politician's anxious thought 
Deems ihi» sine always right, and that stark noughi 
He foams with censure ; with applause he raves — 
A dupe to rumours, and a tool or knaves; 
f^e^ll want no type his weakness to proclaim, 
While such a thing tajbols-cap has a name. 

The hasty gentleman, whose blood runs higli, 
Who picks a quarrel, if you step awry, 
Who can't a iest, or hint, or look endure : 
What's he f what ? Touch-paper to be sure. 

What are our poets, take them as they fall 
f^iood, bad, rich, poor, much read, not read at all r 
Them and their works in the same clasa you*U find 
TJiey are the mere toaste-paper of mankind. 

Observe the maiden, innocently sweet, 
She's fair white-paper, an unsullied sheet ; 
On which the happy man, whom fate ordains, 
May write his nomey and take her for his pain.^-. 

One instance more, and only one Pll bring ; 
•Tis the great man who scorns a little thing, 
Whose thoughts, whose deeds, whose maxims art- 

his own, 
Form*d on the feelings of his heart alone : 
True genuine royal-paper is his btea«V -. 
Of air;di&kmd;»mo::t precious, puiC6\>^>c^^ 
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is seized with the cramp in the leg, the 
riving it away is to ^ve to the parts af- 
den, vigorous and violent shock ; whkh 
I the air, as he swhnsoo his back, 
great heats of summer, there is no dan- 
ig, however warm we mav be, in rivers 
been thoroughly warmed by the sun. 
one*s self into cold qpnng water, when 
t been heated by exercise in the smi, is 
ce which may prove &taL I once knew 
if four young men, who, having worked 
the heat of the day, with a view of re- 
Dselves, plunged into a spring of cold 
died upon tM qwt, a third the next 
1 the fourth recovenMl with great diiBoul- 
us draught of cold water, in nmilar cir< 
is fipequentfy attended with tiie same 
Ji America. 

36 of swimming is one of the most healthy 
3 in the world. After having swam for 
wo in the evening, one deeps coolly the 
, even during the most ardent heat of 
:rhaps the pores being cleansed, the ic- 
piration increates, and occasions this 
is certain, that much swimming is the 
3ping a dianhcea, and even of prwlucing 
m. With respect to those wno do not 
sfvjm, or who are affected withadiarrhcea 
vbich does not permit them to use that 
irarm batb, by cleansing and putrifying 
found venr salutary, and often effects a 
I speak from nnr own experience, 
tpeated, and that of others, to whom I 
lended this. 

)t be displeased if I conclude these hasty 
iaformin^ you, that as the ordinary 
nimning is reduced to the act of rowing 
s and legs, and is c<msequently a labo- 
guing operation whm the space of water 
1 is considerable ; there is a method in 
mmer may pass to great distances with 
, by means of a sau. This discoverf I 
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selil ToukaoirthecoldbaUi has long been m vogue ^ 
heie as a tCM^t but tbe shock of the cold water hath ■ 
always amand tome, generally speakmg, as too V 
violent, ana. I have found it much laore agreeable to ) 
my constitotkn to bMbe in another dement— I mean i 
cold air. Witk Ala view I rise early almost every \ 
moming^ and sit in ny ahawbar wHfaoot any clothes 
whatever, half an hoor or an hour, aceovding to the 
mtber readhi^ m Unitli^ This practice is 



nai in the kast painnd, liat ao ttw ebntrary, agree- 
abla; and ifl return tobadiftaiwaids,baiMe I oress 
myaeii^ as It sometimes hmmm, I midca a supple- 
ment tomy lusht's rest oi one or two hours of the 
most pleasmg uo&a tiiat cAi be imagined. I find no 
iU coMsqoenoea wWaver resoldns nom it, and that 
at least it does not hijure my health, if it does not in 
Ikct contribute to iti (uaaervation. — ^I shall therefore 
eaJl It a 6racti^, or fonle bath. 

Marth 10, 1773. 

I soAm^poi attempt to explain why damp clothes 
occaskm tolds, rather than wet ones, because I 
doubt tba^A|et; I hnagine thatndther the one nor 
tha other crotribute to mis effsct, and that the causes 
of odd are totally independent of wet, and even of 
eciUL I propose writing a short papw on this sub- 
jaot, tlie first moment of leisure I nave at my dispo- 
sid. In the mean time, I can only say, that having 
some suspicions that the common notion, which at- 
t^Mites to cold the property ot stmtping the pores and 
obstructmg perspiration, was ill-KMaided, i engaged 
a TOnng physician, who is making some experiments 
with Sanctorius*s balance, to esdmaiie the different 
proportions of his per^iration, when remaining one 
nour quite naked, and another wamdy clothed. — 
He pursned the experiment in this altemate man- 
ner tbr eight hours successively, and found his per- 
spiration almost double during those hotirs in wnich 
49 sras naked. 
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Your observations un ^. 
experiments which jou propose iu& .. 
those who appear to be killed \X9 lightni: 
titrate equally your sagacity and humani 
pears that the doctrines of fife and death, 
are yet but little understood. 

A toad buried in the sand will live, it ; 
til the sand becomes petrified ; and then 
closed in the stone, it may live for we km 
many ages. Tho facts which are cited in 
this opinion, are too numerous and too cin 
* not to deserve a certain d^ree of credit. 

*! accustomed to see all the animals with wl 

> acquainted eat and drink, it appears to uf 

\ conceive, how a toad can be supported in 

geon. But if we reflect that the necessity 
raent which animals experience in thf 
state, proceeds from the continual waatte 
stance by perspiration ; it will appear 
ble, that some animals, in a torpid sta 
less, because they use no exorcise, sho 
need of aliment ; and ibat others, whic 
with scales or shells, which stop pers 
as land and sea turtles, serpents and s 
•M be able to subsist a con 
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weather at sea, aiid which require particular care 
and attention. 

I have seen an instance of common flies preserved 
in a manner somewhat similar. They had been 
drowned in Madeira wine, apparently about the time 
it was bottled in Virginia, to be sent to London. At 
the opening of one m the bottles, at the bouse of a 
friend where I was, three drowned flies fell into the 
first dass that was filled. Having heard it remarked 
that drowned flies were capable of being revived bj 
(be rays of the sun, I proposed making the expen- 
iient upon these. They were therefore exposed to 
Che sun,upon a sieve which had been employed to strain 
Lhem out of the wine. In less than three hours, two of 
ihem by degrees began to recover life. They com- 
menced by some convulsive motions in the thighs, 
ind at length tiiey raised themselves upon their lees, 
Rriped their eyes with their fore feet, beat and brush 
id their wings with their hind feet, and soon after be^ 
^ to fly, finding themselves in Old England, with' 
}ut knowing how they came thither. The third con- 
inued lifeless untU sun-set, when, lonng all hopes of 
um, he was thrown away. 

I wish it were possible, from this instance, to in< 
vnt a method of embalming drowned persons in such 
i manner, that they may be recalled to life at any 
leriod, however distant : for, having a very ardent 
lesire to see and observe the state of America an 
lundred years hence, I should prefer to an ordinary 
leathf the being immersed in a cask of Madeira 
vine, with a few friends, until that time, then to be 
ecalled to life by the solar warmth of my dear 
tountry ! But since, in all probability, we live in an 
t|^ too early, and too near the infimc^ of science, to 
lee such an art brought in our time to its perfection, I 
nust, for the present, content myself with the treat, 
vhich you are so kind as to promise roe, of the resur- 
lection of a fowl or a turkey-cock. 



_ wiiliouttbu,yo 
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rfi«wM uon, you wili oe so 
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put it into bottles, without which you cannot expect 
to preserve it sweet You oueht 4)so to carry with 
you good tea, ground coffee, chocolate, wine of that 
sort which you like best, cider, dried raisins, al- 
monds, sugar, capilaire, citrons, rum, ^s dipped in 
oil, portable soup, bread twice baked. W^ith regard 
lo poultry, it is sdrnost useless to carry any with you, 
aniess you resolve to undertake the office of feeding 
uid fattening them yourself. Vfiih the little care 
nrhich is taken of them on board a ship, they are al- 
nost all sickly, and their flesh is as toush as leaiiier. 

All sailors entertain an opinion, which undoubt- 
edly originated formerly from a want of water, and 
IV hen it has been found necessary to be glaring of it, 
ihat poultry never knew when they had drank 
enough, and that when water is given them at dis- 
cretion, they generally kill themselves by drinking 
3eyond measure. In consequence of this opmion, 
:liey give them water only once in two days, and 
sven then in small quantities : but as they pour this 
tvatcr into troughs inclining on one side, which occa- 
sions it to run to the lower part, it thence happens 
that they are obliged to mount one upon the back of 
ainother in order to reach it; and there are some 
which cannot even dip their beaks in it. Thus con- 
tinually tantalized and tormented by thirst, they arc 
unable to digest their food, which is very dry, and 
ibe7 soon fall sick and die. Some of them are found 
thus every morning, and are thrown into the sea ; 
while those which are killed for the table are scarcely 
&t to be eaten. To remedy this inconvenience, it will 
be necessary to divide their troughs into small com- 
partments, in such a manner that each of tiiem may 
be capable of containing water ; but this is seldom 
or never done. On this account, sheep and hogs 
are to be considered as the best fresh provisions that 
one can have at sea ; mutton there, being in general 
very good, and pork excellent. 

It may happen that some of the provisions and 
stores, which I have recommended, may become 
almost useless, by the care which the captain has 
taken to lay in a proper stock : but uv svvkXv ^ ^-^.'s^ 
you may diijpose of it to leUove vSoft ^oQt ^^Si<^\i^\%% 






Themosidi6aeteublBthniEa'«BisthBco^ 
ihere is iiDi. preSetly speaking, any profeswdj 

£e proverl.u«dam<.ngEnBl^l>«.lo.a. tol.a 
,nM( ojuj (Ae deva .imda cod*j. Those, i 
vvho have a beUei opinion of Prondancajj 
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uiP Wv wiUsay, Iha) Ptovidence has gilt 
S oookr " p«vent Ihen. &0,a e^ 3 
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ilcoX'^in'llieS'Eutcours of PtoriiiBnoejJ 
yourself, wUh a lamp and n boiler, l'y™2 
iilUc spirits of wine, prepara »°«»2 'J^S 
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itly forms excellent nourishment, 
hat of biscuit, which has not beei 

here observe, that this double-bal 
laUy the real biscuit prepared t 
be word biscuit^ in French, 8ig^il 
Peas often boil badly, and do no'< 
uch a case, by putting a two-po) 
ettle, the rolling of the vessel, by r. 
, wiU convert toe peas into a porrii 

often seen soup, when put upon tl 
broad flat dishes, thrown out on eve 
Uing of the vessd, I have wished tl. 
'ould make our soup-basins with di' 
jtments : forming^, small plates, prop 
I soup ror one ferson only. By tb. 
the soup, in an extraordinary roll, > 
rown out of the plate, and would nc 
■easts of those who are at table, and . 
ivicg entertained you with these thin 
rtauce, permit me now to conclude 
al reflections upon navigation, 
ivigation is employed only for trans]^ 
ry provisions from one country, wl 
j, to another where they are wanti 
is it prevents (amines, which were 
i so fatal before it was invented and 
imon ; we cannot help considering i 
art which contribute most to the h 
inkind. But when it is emplojred 
igs of no utility, or articles of luxurj 
tain whether the advantages result 
ufficient to counter-balar'^^ the mis 
sned by exposing the lives of so m) 
on the vast ocean. And when i 
\t vessels and transport slaves, i 
he dreadful means ot increasing th 
h afilict human nature, 
shed to think on the number of ^ 
o are daily exposed in going to bi 

a " bi«" c|t\B« " ox\c» \iai«^ 
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0.\ Ll'XCUV, IDLENESS, AND 
INDUSTRY. 

rom a Letter to Beijamin Vaitghaii^ Esq. 
voriiten in 1784. 

is wonderful how preposterously the affairs oi 
world are managed. Naturally- one would iuiii- 
thatthe interest of a few individuals riiould c^ivi 
to general interest : but individuals uiana^e \\\ii\t 
rs with so much more application, industry, anri 
ress, than the public do theirs, that general inter- 
nost commonly gives way to particular. \Vc a«- 
>le parliaments and cowiicils, to have the benefit 
heir collerted wisdom ; but we necessarily hav*», 
le same time, the inconvenience of tbeir collected 
ions, prejudices, and private interests. By the 

of these, artful men overpower their wis(!oni, 
dupe its possessors; and if we may judge by tho 
, arrests, and edicts, all the world over, lor rcgu- 
g commerce, an assembly of great men is tin* 
test fool u^ion earth. 

have not yet, indeed, thought of a remedy fur 
ry. I am not sure that in a great state it is ca- 
e of a remedy ; nor tliat the evil is in itself al- 
8 so great as is represented. Supiiose we in- 
e the dcfmition of luxury all unnecessary ex- 
e, and tlien let us consider whether laws to pre- 

such expense are possible to be executed m a 
tcotmtry, and whether, if they could be executed, 
leople generally would be a happier, or even richer, 
it tne hope of being one day able to purchase and 
y luxuries a great spur to lalx)ur and industry r 

not luxury, therefore, produce mora than it 
umes, if, without such a spur, people would be, 
ley are naturally enough inclined to be, lazy and 
lent. To tliis purpose I remember a circum- 



KTamhcr of pwliaimnt for tht borouf h of C&la«, in WilUbire, 
Mu wbona tad our autUor Lbcrt luLihU'l % ^«ti «\jn» l^K^ul.^ 
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congregation." — ^'* How so ?" — *• 
appeared with it at meeting, it \vi 
that all the girls resolved to get ! 
ladelphia; and my wife and I 
whole could not have cost Ics 
pounds." — •* True (said the far 
tell all the story. 1 think the c 
an advanta^ to us ; for it was tl 
our girls upon knitting worsted 
Philadelphia, that they might 1 
buy caps and ribbons there ; and 
industry has continued, and is lil 
increase to a mucli greater value 
purposes." — Upon the whole, I ^ 
to this little piece of luxury, sin 
were made happier by having hi 
ladelphians by the supply of wai 
In our commercial towns upc 
tunes will occasionally be made, 
grow rich will be prudont, live 
preserved what they have gained 
others, fond of showing their w< 
vagant, and ruin themselves. I 
tills ; and perhaps it is not alwa^ 
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ixury may be a public evil, in the same 

it is a private one. If there be a nation, 

f that exports its beef and linen, to pay 

rtation oi claret and porter, while a great 

peoplq live upon potatoes, and wear no 

rein does it differ from the sot, who lets p5S 1 

arvc, and sells his clothes to buy drink .* &*•' 

in commerce is, i confess, a little in this \l3lti 

ell our victuals to the islands for nun and f ^ j 

substantial necessaries of life for super- 

t we have plenty, and live well never 

igh by being sol)erer, wc might be richer. 

quantity of forest land we have yet to 

ut in order for cultivation, wiU for a long 

le body of our nation laborious and fru- ^ ^ 

iig an opinion of our people, and their l *> . 

T what is seen among the inhabitants of l./ . ' 

s, is judging from an improper sample. 

of the trading towns may be rich and 

hile Uie country possesses all the virtues 

)roinote happiness and public prosperity. ^-^ 

are not much regarded by the country : .j* 

lly considered as an essential part of tho k! . 

he exjierlence of tlie last war iias show n : 
eing in the possession of the enemy di(i 
iiy draw on the subjection of the coun- 
lirave.ly continued to maintain its fren- 
cpetideiice notwithstanding. 
1 computed by some political arithmc- 

if every man and woman would work 
Lch day on something useful, that labour 
ce- sufficient to procure all the necessa* 
forts of life ; want and misery would be 
of t!ie world, and the restof the twenty- 
ight be leisure and pleasure, 
asions then so nmcn want and misery ? 
iploymcnt of men and women in works 
i neither the necessaries nor conve- 
fe; who, with those who do nothing, '! 

pessaries raised by the laborious, lo ' 

emcnts of wealth we o^A«vti^^^«^^:^»^"^ 
h and jvatcrs. \\\?LV<i\^xv^"» 'osv\Ti\'t» 



i 



in fiddling lor me, me corn nc 
part of his luanufiicture rema 
vvealUi aud convenience of the f 
fore, be the poorer for tliis fidd 
rest of my family v7ork niorc, or 
tlie deficiency he occasions. 

Look round the world, and see i 
in doing notHing, or in someti 
nothing, when the necessaries 
life ar© in question. What is tl 
for which we fight and destnr 
toil of millions for superfluities 
aiid loss of many lives, by the cr 
sea r How much lal-our is spent 
ling great ships, to go to Chir 
and coffee, to the West Indies 
for tobacco ? These things cai 
cessaries of life, for our ancc 
fortably without tliem. 

A question may be asked — C 
now employed in raising, makii 
fluities, be subsisted by raising 
they might. The world is lar» 
it is still uncultivated. Manj 
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atmong maiikiiid exceeds the quantity of idleness and 
folly* Hence the hicrease of good buldings, farms 
cultivated, and populous cities nlled with wealth, adl 
over £unme, which a few ages since were only to 
to be found mi the coast of the Mediterranean ; and 
this notwithstanding tlie mad wars continually rag- 
ing, by which are often destroyed in one year, the 
works of many years peace. Sd that we may hope^ 
the luxury of a few merchants on the coast will no 
be the rum of America. ^ 

One reflection more, and I will end this long ram ' 
bllug letter. Almost all tho parts of our bodies re. 
((uire some expense. The feet demands shoes ; the 
legs, stockings; the rest of the body clothing; and 
the belly a good deal of victuals. Our eyes, though 
exceedingly useful, ask when reasonable, only the 
cheap assistance of spectacles, whictvcouki not much 
impair our finances. But the eyes of other people 
are the eyes that ruin us. lif all but myself were 
blind, I sliould want neither fine clothes, fine houses, 
nor fine furniture. 



ON THE SLAVE TRADE. 

Reading in the newspapers the si)eech of Mr, 
Jackson in congress, against meddling with the atlaii 
of slavery, or attempting to mend ttte condition of 
slaves, it put me in mind of a similar sptfech, made 
about one hundred years since, by Sidi AXahoraet 
Ibraliim, a member of the divan of Algiers, which 
may be seen in Martinis account of bis consulship, 
1687. It was against granting the petition of the sect 
called Erikttf or Purists, who prayed Ibrtlie aboli- 
tion of piracy and slavery, as beteg unjust— Mr. 
Jackson does not quote it : perhaps hie has not seen 
it. If, therefore, some of its reasonings are to be 
found in his eloquent speech, it may t\o\. ovX-^ ^^ns 
I hat mpji's interests o])crate, iiud a.Y^^ o^^.\\w\ Ckw, 
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Kgainsi the Cbriistians, bow simu wc 
with the commodities their countries [ 
v^hicb are so necessary for us? If \v 
make slaves of their people, who, in this 
are to cultivate oiir laods f Who are tc 
t.ommon labours of our city, and of c 
jNlust we not then be our own slaves ? 
not more compassion and more favoi 
•Mussulinen (hau to those Christian dogs 
^ now above fifty thousand slaves in and 
'J'his number, if not kept up by fresh i 
,' i >oon diminisli, and be gradually ann 
. V then, we cease taking and plunaering 
^ fillips, and making slaves of the seamen 
*;er8, our lands will become of no value 
' ; cultivation ; the rents of houses in the i 
one half; and the revenues of governi 
I i'rom the shore of prizes, must be totally 
-Vnd for what ? To gratify tlie whim of 
^fect, who would have us not only for 
more slaves, but even manumit those w 
who is to indemnify their masters for th 
the state do it ? Is our treasury sufficiei 
Erika do it f Can they do it ? Or wou 
what tliey think justice to the slaves, d< 
justice to the owners ! And if we set o 
what is to be done with them ? Few of 
*~ **"»'- "«»««v<»r.mmtries: theyKno 



ESSAYS. 203 

^'hen no\ compelled. — Aad what is tliere so pitiable 
in their present coniition ? Were they not slaves in 
their own countries ? Are not Spain, Portu^, France, 
and the Italian stales, governed by despots, wlio hold 
all their subjects in slavery, without exception r 
Even £ogland treats her siulors as slaves : for they 
are, whenever the government pleases, seize : and con- 
fined in ships of war, condemned not only to work, 
but to fight for small wages, or a mere subsistence, 
not belter than our slaves are allowed by us. U 
their condition ttien made worse by their falling into 
our hands ? No : they have only exchai^ed one 
slavery for auotlier ; and 1 may say a better : for 
here they are brought into a land where the sun of 
Islaniism gives forth its light, and shines in full 
sjplcndour, and they have an opportunity pf making 
themselves acquainteii willi the true doctrine, and 
theieby save tlieir immortal souls. Those who re- 
main at home have not that happiness. Sending the 
slaves home, then, would be sending them out of 
light into darkness. 

<* 1 repeat the question, what is to be done v^itJi 
them ? i have heard it suggested, that tliey may be 
planted in the wilderness, where there is plenty of 
.land for them to subsist on, and where tney juay 
flourish as a free state. — But they are, I doubt, too 
little disposed to labour without compulsion, as well 
as too ignorant to establish good government ; and 
the wild Arabs would soon molest and destroy, or 
again enslave thom. While serving us, we taKe care 
to provide them with every things and they are 
treated with humanity. The labourers in their nwn 
countries are, as 1 am informed, worse fed, lodged, 
and clothed. The condition of most of them is 
therefore already mended, and requires no further 
improvement. Here their lives are in safety. They 
are not liable to he impressed for soldiei-s, and forced 
to cut one another^s Christian throats, as in tlie wars 
of their own countries. If some of the religious mad 
bigots who now tease us with their silly petitions, have, 
in a fit of blind zeal, freed their slaves, it was not gene 
rosity, it was not humanity, that moved thcrn to th» 
fiction ; j^ was froui tiie coqscIows bviiO^^i^l^V. A^ 
.9 * 



faithful Miisselmen, who are to enjny it, oi 
fast as they conquer it. Let us then hear m 
this detestable proposition, the manunii 
Christian slaves, the adoption of which \k 
'lepreciating our lands and houses, and tlii 
priving so many good citizens of their p; 
"reate universal discontent, and provoke 
tions, to the endangering of govern inent, anc 
ing general confusion. I have, therefore, r 
ihat ti)is wise council will prefer tho con 
lappincss of a wJiole nation of true believe; 
'•vhim of a few F>ika, and dismiss their peti 

The result was, as Martin tells us, that t 
ainc to this resolution : " That the docli 
'ne plundering and enslavuig the Ciiristians 
s at best problemat cal:but that it is th( 
nf this state to continue the practice, is clea 
«bi-e, let the petition be rcjr'ctcd." — And i 
iccted accordingly. 

And since like motives are apt to produe 
ininds of men, like opinions and resolutions 
not venture to predict, from this account, th 
titions to the parliament of England for ( 
•ho. Riave trade, to say nothing of other Icj 
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}SERVATIONS ON WAR. 

inal laws of nations, war and exliipa- 
punishment of injury. Humaniiingby 
tnitted slavery instead of death : a nr- . 
, the exchange of prisonen instead o1 
iher, to respect more the property of pri- 
inder conquest, and be content with ac' 
ion. Why should not this law of na- 
mproving.^ Ages have intervened bc- 
sral steps; but as knowledge of late in- 
ly, why should not those steps be quick- 
should it not be ^reed to, as the futun: 
IS, that in any war hereafter, the follow- 
m of men should be undisnirt)ed, have 
n of both sided, and be permitted to fol- 
sloyments in security? vi7» 
ors of the earth, because they labour for 
:o of mankind, 
len, for the same reason, 
nts and traders in unarmed ships, who 
3 different nations by communicating 
png the necessavies and conveniences 

and mechanics, inhabiting and workinc. 

IS. 

V necessary to add, that the hospital-: 
hould be unmolested — they ought to i;e 
is for the interest of humanity in gene- 
occasions of war, and the inducements 
be diminished. If rapine be abolished, 
:ourag9meiits to war is taken away ; and 
)re more likely to continue and be la?t- 

ceof i-obbing merchants on the high spas 

of the ancient piracy — ^though it may h«' 

bcncfictul to particular persons, is fir 

rofitalilc to all engaged in it, or to tht^ 

lutiiorizcs it. In the beginning of a wai 

ips are surprised and taken. Tins en- 

first adventures \n li\c»\s\ \cv^t^ "wnvr.^ 

many others lo do Wv^i swq». Y»>a&.^^ 



}et, though pirticulan have sot prises, ti 

adventures are losers, the whole expense o 

all the privateers rJuring a war being mt 

i thanr die whole amount of goods taken. 

I. Then there is the national loss'of all tli 

\ so mBTi^ men during the time thej hat 

^ plojred m robbing; who besides spend wl 

J in riot, drunkenness and debauchexy; 

})abits of industry ; are rarely fit ibr any 

ness after a peace, and serve only to i 

V number of highwaymen and house-break 

I the undertakers, who have been fortuni 

; sudden wealth led into expensive living, i 

which continues when the means of si 

cease, and finally ruins them : a just pun 

/ tlieir having wantonly and unfeelingly ri 

, honest, innocent traders and their famil 

substanco was employed in serving the < 

tPrests of mankind. 



ON THE nVIPRESS OF SEAA! 

rentes copied f/oiT>> Dr. Franklin*s writi 
hi the margin of Judge Foster*s cele 
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let ABC sad I>go out and figlii for us, wbilc uo 
stay at home aod. sleep m whole skhis; tliat is uot 
(iqiml, and theEcfore cannot be just. 

Jb. " £oi|)loy.'* — If you nlea»e. The word sig- 
nifiei engaging a man to %ork /or mo, by offering him 
such wages as are sufiicient to induce him to prefer 
my service. This is very difierent from conipellii*^ 
liiin to work on such terms as I tliink proper. 

lb. ** This service and employment,** £c— These 
arc false facts. His employment and service arc not 
the same. — Under the merchant he goes in an un- 
arme'l vessel, not oblked to fight, but to transport 
merchandize. In the king's service he is obliged to 
fight, and to hazard all the dangers of battle. Sick- 
ness on board of king*s ships is also more common 
and more mortal The merchant*s service, too, he 
can quit at the end of the vojrage; not the king^s. 
Also, tlic merchant*s wa^s are much higher. 

lb. "I am very sensible,** Ac. — Here are two 
things put in comparison that arc nut comparable : 
viz. injury to seamen, and incoitvenience to trade. 
IncnnvcnicnGe to the whole trade of a nation will not 
justify jnuistice to a single seamen. If the trade 
would EUtl'cr without his service, it is able and ought 
to be willmg to offer him such wages m may induce 
him to afford his service voluntarity. 

Page 151). " i'rivate mischief nui.st be borne with 
patience, for preventing a national calamity.** Where 
IS this maxim in lanv and good policy to be found ? 
And how cavi that be a maxim which is not consistent 
with common sense .^ if the maxim had been, tJiat 
private mischiefs, which prevent a national calamity, 
ought to he generously compensated l)y the nation, 
one might understand it : but that such private mis- 
chiefs are only tabe borne with patience is absurd ! 
lb. <* The 'expedient, &c. And,** Ac. (I'ara- 
2;raphs 2 and 3.^ — Twen^ ineffectual or inconve- 
nient schemes will not justify one thai is unjust. 

lb, "Upon the foot of&c. — Your reasoning, in- 
deed, like a lie, stands but upon one Joot; truth 
upon twa 

Pace 160L ««Full waecft.**— Vk^V^i "^x^ ^s^)!!^^ 
iheynadintht mezchanttf MrTv:.^. 
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i jK? could get thr« ' "•jwent 
'*?: chants' «^^ P°«»'fcfirt 

contribute Ja^w^^*:?^® of whj 

■ to their Drl^ k^^^^^^ a^on^ 

* tha., .1.. P'^fits by it • hi.. *u^ 

wan their siiare rf/k ."'^his 

^"t when von ? ^^J" ''onot r 

theothln^°"^°'^«^at,n,ethi 

^^ 0^11 ^;'^Z^f cost the t 
?'«ounttothir^»,!?»*^^-. Thi 
fhat the richer t;«!^''l^'®' '^ ^e 

'n defence of ffaem^^^i^^^^'^P 
;yagesastheythi^?.?"d 'hei/ 
I^ey refuse ? (W „ ^f ^ ^ow, 

;^ave„otlaweno.!i'i?'°' ^«"« i 
J cannot n-:!:-*'?°"g^ to disD,.*" 
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press captains, lieutenantSi second lieutenants, mid- 
»liipnient pursers, nor many other officers. Why, 
hut that tne profits of their places, or tlie emolu- 
ments expectM, are sufficient inducements? The 
business uien is, to find money, by impressing suffi- 
•ient to make the sailors all volunteen, as well 05 
I heir officers: and this without any fresh burden 
upon trade. The second of my premises is, that 
twenty-five shillings a month, with hia share of the 
the salt beef, pork, and peas-pudding, being found 
sufficient for the subsifltence or a hard-woikins sea* 
rnan, it will certainly be so finr a sedentary scholar or 
gentleman. 1 would then propose to form a treasury, 
out of which encouragements U> eeamtn should be 

Eaid. To fill this treasury, I would impress a num- 
er of civil officers, who at present have ^at sala- 
ries, oblige them to serve in their respective offices 
for twenty-five shillings a m(mth with their share ol' 
mess provisions, and throw the rest of their salaries 
into the 8camen*s treasury. If such a press warrant 
were given me to execute, the first I would press 
should be a Recorder of Bristol, or a Mr. Justice 
P'oster, because 1 might have need of his edifying 
rxample, to show how much Impressing ought to be 
borne with ; for he would certainly fmd, that though 
to be reduced to twennr-five shilling a month might 
be a ^^privaie misch^fi* yet that, agreeably to liis 
maxim of law and good policy, it ** ought to be borne 
untk patience,"" for preventing a national calamity. 
Then 1 would press the rest of the judges; and, 
opening the red book, 1 would press every civU office r 
nf government from 501. a year salary up to 50,000). 
which would throw an immense sum into our treasu- 
ry : and these gentlemen could not complain, since 
fhev would receive twenty -five shillings a month, 
and their rations ; and this without being obligcri to 
fig)»t. Lastly, T think 1 would impress » " *• 









.7 .,' Amoko the pamphlets yoi 

^ ' ;i . / entitled, ThoughU on. Exec 

"» > for that, I send you a F: 

^ -'. subject, Obaervattans con 

PArticUJI. de la Declarati 
• y both addressed to tlie judges 

.* see, in a very different spirit 

for hanging all thieves. T. 
portioning punishments to o 
If we Tciaiy believe, as w 
\ the law of IVfoses was tlie la 

Divine wisdom, infinitely 
what principle do we ordt 
ment of anoflence, which, a 
only to be punished by a re; 
put a man to death for ai 
deserve death, is it not mure 
writer says, Doit-on jmnir 
par un crime conire la nuiu; 

Superfluous property is 
Simple and mild laws wei 
property tliat was merely r 
DOW, his hatchet, and hjs 1 
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no deer oi jour own, and being hungry, should kilt 
one, an inumous death ipust be the consequence," 
he would probably have preferred his liberty, and 
his common i^t of killing any deer, to all the ad- 
vantages of society that nauA be proposed to him. 

That it is better a hundred guilty persons should 
escape, than that one innocent person sliould suffer, is a 
maxim that has been long and generally approved ,* 
never, that I know of^ controverted. Even the 
sanguinary author of the Thoughts agrees to it, ad 
fling well, "that the very thought or tn;ure'l innn 
tence, and much more that of suffering innocence, 
-nust awaken all our tenderest and most conipas- 
slonate feelings, and at tlie same time raise our high- 
est indignation against the instruments of it. But,*^ 
he adds, " there is no dan^r of eitherj from a strict 
ndhcrance to the laws." — ^Really ! — is it then inipop- 
sible to make an unjust law; and if the law itself be 
unjust, may it not be tlie very " instrument" whirh 
ought " to raise the author^s and every body's hi^li 
est indignation !" I see in the last newspapers frnni 
Tx)ndon, that a woman is capitally convicted at the 
Old Bailey, for privately stealing out of a sliop son.c 
f^uzc, value fourteen shillings and three pence, h 
there anv proportion between the injur}- done by a 
theft, value fourteen shillings and three pence, and 
the punishment of a human creature, by death, on u 
gibbet .' Might not that woman, by her labour, iiHvt' 
made the .leparation ordained by God in paying four 
fold ? is not all punishment inflicted beyond the iiicrit 
of the oiTcnce, so much punishment of mnocence r In 
this light, how vast is the annual quantity, of nor 
only injured but suffering innocence, in almost all 
the civilized states of Europe. ! 

But it seems to have been thought, that this kind 
of innocence may be punished by way of prevmiiti^ 
crimes. I have reao, indeed, of a cruel Turk, in 
Barbary, who whenever he bought a new Christian 
slave, ordered him iinmefliately to be hung up by the 
legs, and to receive a hundred blows of a cudgel on 
the soles of his feet, that the severe sense of tiic pun- 
ishment, and fear of incurring it thereafter, miijlii 



being as&eu w,^^. 

death should not pass agamsi mu., > 
that it was hard to hang a man for only i 
horse, was told by the judge, ** Man, thou ] 
be hanged onlv hr stealing a horse, but th 
may not he stolen.** The inan^s ansvver, if 
examined, will, I imagine, appear reasoi 
being founded on the eternal principles of ju 
equity, that punishments sliould be propoi 
^ offences; and the judge*s reply brutal and i 

able, though the writer ** wishes all judges t 
with them whenever they go the circuit, ah 
it in tlipir minds, as containing a wise reas< 
the penal statutes which they are called up 
in oxecutiou. It at once illustrates,^' says 
true grounds and reasons of all capital pun 
whatsoever, namely, that every man's pro 
well OS his life, ii»ay be held sacred and ii 
Is there then no diflerence in value bctwcci 
-and life f If I think it right that die crime i 
should be punished with death, not only a 
()unishment of the crime, but to prevent 
tiers, does it follow tliat I tnust approve ( 
the same punishment for a little invasion 
port}' by theft ? If I am not myself so br 
bloody-minded, and rcvengoful, as to k 
creature for stealing from me fourtAJcii < 
•^r«ei>ence, iiow can I approve of a law i 
«-- ...a,; himself a jutlge, 
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^ L*tttlQch^ dcs loix en cinpechc rexc^cution. 

" Lonquela pehio est sans inesure, on est :;ouvciii 
olilig|Sdelui prdfcrer Piijipuniie. 

**Lm. catuK de tous les relarhcincns vicnt de l^im 
punit^ des crimes, et iion de la moderation dei 

It 18 said by those who know Europe generally 
that there are more thefts committed oncl punisbcr 
aimually in England, tlian in all the other naiiom 
put togiether. Ifthis be so, there must be a cause oc 
cauaes for such a depravity in our cujnmon people 
Mkv not one be die deficiency of justice and mondi 
tj in our national government, manifested in oui 
oppiessive conduct to subjects, and unjust wars oi 
our neighbours ? View the long-persisted in, unjust 
mooaiKmzing treatment of Ireland, at length acknow 
Ie4EBa ! View the plundering government exerciscc 
by our merchants in the Indies; the confiscating 
war made upon the American colonies ; and, to sa} 
nothing of those upon France and Spam, view th< 
late war upon Houand, which was seen by im^mr 
tial lUirope in no other light than that of a war o 
rapine and pillage ; the hopes of an immense am 
easy prey being its only apparent, and probably it: 
true and real motive and encouragement. Justice i; 
as strictly due netween neighbour nations, as betweei 
nei^bour citizens. A highwayman is as much { 
robber when he plunders in a gang, as when single 
aiid a nation that iisakes an unjust war is only a grca 
gang. After employing 3'our people in robbing th( 
Dutch, is it strange, that, being put out of that em 
ploy by peace, they still continue robbing, and rol 
one another .' Pinxttrit^ as the French call it, or pri 
vateering, is the universal bent of the Enf,ljsli no-tior, 
at home and abroad, wherever settled. No less thai 
seven hundred privateers v/ere, it is said, conmiib 
soned in tlie last war ! These were fitted out by mer 
chants, to piey upon other merchants, who hac 
never done them any injury. Is there probably anj 
of those pnvateering merchants of London, who wer< 
so ready to rob the merchants of Ant^ierdam, tlia 
would not as readily plunder another London mer 



/ 



me icu-c uj t.uiiu«/<«» %—'. -. — 
fiang up twputy of thcin in a morning ! 
puts one in mind of a Newgate anecdote, 
iirisfmers complained, that in tlie nigi 
iiad taken his buckles out of his shoes, 
dovil !" says another, ** have we then thi 
li's.'' It must not be suHcred. Let us sei 
rojjuii, and pnnip him to death." 

'J'hero is, however, one late instance c 
merchant who will not profit by such ill 
lie was. it seems, part-owner of a shij 
other owners thought fit to employ ai 
marque, which took a number of Fp 
The booty being shared, he has now a 
inquirinf;, by an advertisement in the 
those who have suffered the loss, in oi 
thcni, as far as in him lies, restitution 
ffcicniious man is a quaker. The Sc 
terians were formerly as tender; for 
extant an ordinance of the town coun 
burgh, made soon after the Reformation, 
the purchase of jyize goods, under pain 
freedom of the burgh for ever, with c 
ments a( the will of the magistrate ; th 
mnkincr nrizes beinn contiarv to good cor 
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IX lie just or unjust ; he is to execute his orders. 
prioeet, who are disposed to become tyrants, 
t piob^^ approve of this opinion, and be w:l- 
to estabhsh it ; but is it not a dangerous one ? 
e, on that principle, if the tyrant commands his 
Y to attack and destroy not only an unoftending 
hbour nation, but even his own subjects, the ar> 
is bound to obey. A n^^ slave, in our colonies, 
E commanded by his master to rob or murder a 
hbour or do any other immoral act may refuse ; 
the magistrate will protect him in his refusal, 
slavery then of a soldier is worse than that of a 
o ! A conscientious officer, if not restrained by 
apprehension of its being imputed to another 
le, m^ indeed resign, rather than be employed 
n unjust war ; but me private men are slaves for 

and they are, perhaps, incapable of judging for 
iselves. We can only lament their fate, and still 
B that of a sailor, who is often dragged b^ force 
I his honest occupation, and compelled to imbrue 
lands in perhaps innocent blood. But, methinks, 
ell behoves merchants Qmen more enlightened by 
r education, and perfecUy free from any such force 
Dligation) to consider well of the iusuce of a war, 
re they volimtarily engage a gang of ruffians to 
ck their fellow-merchants of a nei^bourii« na- 
, to plunder them of their property, and perhaps^ 

them and their families, if they yield it ; or to 
nd, maim, and murder them, if they endeavoui 
efend it Yet these things are done by Christian 
ohants, whether a war be just or unjust ; and it 
hardly be just on both sides. They are done by 
lish and American merchants, who, nevertheless 
plsdn of private theft, and hang by dozens the 
ves thev have taught by their own example. 

is high time, for the sake of humanly, that a 

were put to this enormity. The United States 
America, though better situated than any Euro- 
lan nation to make profit by privateering (most 
ie trade with Europe with the West Indies, pass- 
before their doors) are, as far as in them lies, en« 
irouring to abolish the practice, by offering in all 
r treaties with other powers, ari article^ engage 
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* Tbk otmt kftvia^ bera Mecptad by tba i«U 
trtatj of unitj aod coaaarot wu concluded hi 
•ad th« Uaitod 8tUM| tOBUiBinf Um followiaf 
thropte artiel* ; in th* fomMLtion of which Dr. Fi 
Anmicaa plcnipotoatiams wm principAHy cono 
ART. XXIII. irwar •hoaldartMbctwMD 
ptrliM, th« oMrebuits of tithcr «ouDtrj, then r 
•hall b* allowed to rtrntim nine moatht tu coUm 
t!a thair aiaini aod ruj depart fraaij, carryii 
■i ^ without molafttation or hindraaee ; aad all w 

I ^ teheUn of oreiy facoltj, cultivaton of tha eart 

r -.' tnrtn, aad fiahaniao uBarmadf and inhabiting u 

laftt, and plaaaa, aad, in |;tneral, all othen w 
for tha aoBunoa tnhaiataBC* aad baoefit of mank 
to oontinoa their raapectiTo araplojoMntt, aad i 
ID thair paraont, nor thail their hooiea cr i^ood 
wita ^tmjad, nar tbeir fields waited by the ar 
raj into wiwa* power, bj the ereata of war, the 
but if aqjr thiof ia nacaaaarj to be taken from th 
nrnMtl (krae, the mbm thall be paid for at a rea 
all nMivhaat and trading Tenela employed in e» 
of diflennC plaaaa, aad dierebj renderiaf^ the ai 
eea. and ooniforta of homan life more eaay to b 
gaaaral, ahall ba allowed to paaa free and aamol 
tha eontraatiof powara ahall fraot or iitoa an 
wivata armed raaMla, empowering them to ' 
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MARKS CONCERNING THE SAVAGES 
OF iNORTH AMERICA. 

ACES we call them because their manners diflfe 
)ur8, which wc think the perfection of civility 
hulk the same of theirs, 
haps if we could examine the manners o 
■nt nations with impartiality, we should fim 
>ple so rude as to be witliout any rules of pu 
ss ; nor any so polite as not to have some re 
i of rudeness. 

9 Indian men when young, are hunters nn( 
DTs; when old, counsellors; for all their go 
lent is by tlie council and advice of the sages 
is no force, tlicre arc no prisons, no officers, U 
i\ obedience, or inflict punishment. Hcnct 
generally study oratpry ; toe best speaker hav 
e most influence. The Indian women till th< 
d, dress the food, nurse and bring up the chil 
and preserve and hand down to posterity th< 
>ry 01 public transactions. Those employment 
in andyromen arc accounted natural and ho 
ble. Having few artificial wants, they^ hav< 
lance of leisure for improvement \^ conversa 
Our laborious manner of life, compared wit] 
, Uie^ esteem slavish and base ; and the learn 
I which we value ourselves, they regard as fri 
i and useless. An instance of tnis occurred a 
saty of Lancaster, in Pennsylvania, anno 1744 
en the government of Vir^nia and the Six Na 
A/ler the principal busmess was settled, th* 
lissioners from Virginia acquainted the Indian 
s^ech, that there was at Williamsburgb a col 
vith a fund, for educating Indian youth ; and i 
liefs of the Six Nations would send down half] 
I of their sons to that college, the govenimen 
1 take care they should be well provided for 
nstruetad in all the learning of the white people 
tne of the Indian rules of politeness not to an 
a public proposition the sam^ vi^^* v^^:^ '>X *^ 



f '.^ irhile willPyiMi wouia ue wiy cAp%.u.. , 

:.^7, aie coiwbiced, therefore, tliat you n 

Y*. epod by 3rour proposal ; and we than) 

\i,* But you who are wise must know, tlu 

. } lioos have diflfereut conceptions of th 

r . will therefore not take it amiss, if ou 

'^'« kind of education happen not to be 

»,. yours. We have had some expericncf 

' of our young people were formerly brc 

colleges of the northern provinces; 

strucied in all your sciences ; but wi 

;■ ^ back to us, they were bad runners ; ua 

V means of (living in the woods; unabte 

'\ cold or hunger; knew neither how to 

take a deer, or kill an enemy ; spoke 

■ ' Wnperfectly; were therefore neither f 

warxion, or counsellors : they were h 

nothing. We are however not the I 

your kmd' oflSsr, though we decline ac 

and to show our grateful sense of it if 

of Vixxpnia will send us a doien of 

win take great care of their education 

ID all we know, and make men of tbei 

Having frequent occasions to hold n 

.» — !,«.,« oa/iiiJipaH nreat order and di 
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B tl.at would speak, rises. 'She restobt 
rofbuiiti silence. When he has finiriied^ 
own, they leave him five or six minutes tD 
bat if he has omitted any thin^ b« intended 
as any thing to p.dd, he may nae again and 
To interrupt another, even incommon am- 
is reckoned highly iiktecent Howdiffnenit 
n the conduct of a polite Britioh House i}f 
where acarse a day passes withoutiome our- 
it makes the speaker ^qaiMm calling to 
i how diflbrent firom tlie mode of conver- 
many polite companies of Europe, where 
not cfebver your sentences with fftat rapi- 
ue cut off in the middle of it by the impa^ 
kcity of those you converse with, and never 
• firush it ! 

iteness of these savages in conversation is 
fried to excess ; since it does not permit 
ontradict or deny the truth of what is as- 
their presence. By this means they, iii* 
d disputes ; but then it becomes difficult to 
r mmds, or what impression you make 
. The missionaries, who ha^ attempted 
them to Christianity, all complain of this 
he great difficulties of their mission. The 
2ar with patience the truths of the go^pcfl 
to them, and give their usual tokens of 
I approbation : you would think ihey were 

No such matter — it is mere eiruity. 
lish minister having assembled the chiefs- 
squehannah Indians, made a semKm to 
minting them with the principal hi^btrical 

Mch our religion is founded : sucbai the 
i parents by eating an apple ; the com- 
ist to repair the mischief; his miracles and 
Slc. — When he had finished, an Indian 
»d up to thank him. ** Wliat^ou have told 
ht, ** is all very good. It is mdeed bad to 
k It is better to make them all into cider, 
nieb oUiged to your kindness in coming so 
as tiiose things which you have heard fram 



I. 






* / 



■ .u ■ 
•f ■•. . 



J 



■'. ' 'i 



. i 



« 

» 



f^tisfy tbeir uuiu^w, _ 
>fomao descend from the ck 
that hill which jrou see jaad 
tains. They said to each i 
perh^ has smelt our broilei 
eat of it ; let us oifer some 1 
her with the tonnie : she wa 
of it, and said, < Your kindn< 
Come to this place after i\ 
^lall find something that w 
nourishine; you. and:your oh 
lations. They did so, and 
plants they bad never seen 1 
that ancient time, have be 
among us, to our great adva 
hand had touched the groi 
^vbere her left liand touchf 
beans; and where her bac 
^ound tobacco." The goc 
with this idle tale, said, ** 
wen sacred truths ; but w 
Able, fiction and falsehood 
rflpltod, " My brother, it sc 
done you justica^in-your 
" -"--•-. w*t«a vou in the 



^Tpose VO hide behind bushes, where you are to 
pass, and never intrude ourselves into your compaDy.'^ 
Their manner of entering one anotiier's village v 
lias likfiwise its rules. It is reckoned uncivil in tra- 
▼elUng strangers to enter a village abruptly, with- 
out giviaa notice of their approach. Therefore, Sl< 
soon as Uiey arrive within hcarins, they &top and 
lialloo, remaining there tiU invited to enter. T\vc> 
old men usually come out to them and lead them in. 
There is in every villiqje a vacaiU dwelling, called tlie 
strangers house. Here they are placed, while tliu 
old men go round from hut to hut, acquainting the 
inhabitants that strangers are arrived, who are pro- 
bably hungry and weary, and every one sends them 
what he can spare of victuals, and skins to repose 
on. When the strangers are refreshed, pipes and 
tobacco are brought : and then, but not before, con- 
versation begins, with inquiries who tliey are, whither 
bound, what news, &,c. and it usually ends with of 
f^ of servicei if the strangers have occasion fby 
guides, or any iMcessaries for continuing tlieir jour- 
ney ; and nothing is exacted for the entertainment. 

The same hospitality, estecmul among them as a 
principal virtue, is practised by private persons ; oi 
which Conrad Weiser, our interpreter, gave me ihc 
ibllowing instance. Me had been naturalized among 
the Six Nations, and spoke well the Mohuck lan- 
guage. In going through the Indian country, to cat- 
fv a message from our governor to the council &l 
Onondaga, he called at the habitation of Canasse- 
tego, an old acquaintance, who embraced him, sprearl 
furs for him to sit on, place;! before him some boiled 
lieans and vanison, and mixed some rum and watea 
^r his drink. When he was well refreshed, and liati 
lit his pipe, Canassetego began to converse with him : 
«sked him how he had fared the many }^ars sincp 
they had seen each other, whence he then came, what 
' ■ occauoned the journey, 6lc. Conrad answered all 
I' Jiis queatJoaB; and when the discourse began to fla^. 
^he Indian, to continue it, said, ** Conrad, you have 
Jived long among the white people, and know some^ 
thing of their custoins; I have beeu so^t\^vvw^^^^'^^ 
^.^'binij, 4nd IttfiVg pbfcrvijd. ihax owie '^tv ^^x^w ^^-y^'^ 



ii thnps, uul iMBDibla alltatlN 
iiie what il iilbr,' Wbatdolbq 
'.y iiitvt ihera," sajsConnd, "to, 
uil tliitiek '" " I do not doubt," mi 
t il.i'y trlt you so, ttMj havaUM 
t I (iniibl thu truth of trbkl tbef 
1 ; (HI my roaeonB. I went kawh D 
ly skiiit and buy blinkcu, kiim» 
R. lui luHjw 1 used gEnenl^lo 
iluusou ; but I was a little incbMd 
inieulhei inerchanti. Ilowam,! 
■ana, aiidahkeil bim whatb*«i» 
Ir mill he cuiild not give mote tbu 
, says he, i caauot nB 
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ofour cabins, we all treat hiin as I do you ; 
hu if he is wet, we wann hini if he is cold, 
^m meat and drink, that he may aUay his 
^liunger ; and we spread soft furs for him 
ifl sleep on : we demand noUiing in return.^ 
;o into a white man*s house at Aliwiny, and 
ictuals and drink, they say. Where is your 
and if I have none, they say, Get out, you 
». You see that they have not learned tliosc 
a things that we. need no meetings to be in- 
in, 'b^ause our mothers taught them us 
i were children ; and therefoi-e it is impos- 
ir meetings ^ould be, as they say, for any 
pose, or Mve any such efiiect ; they are only 
(ve the chmting of Indians in the price ^ 





'. » 



tnarkabta that, in all ifM aad ««aa(ri««, hetpiuiity bai 
id M th« TirtiM of tboM, whom tb« civiliseU w«r« plaMCii 
arUn* ; th* OrMkt MlcbritMl tha Bejrthiaaa for it ; Uic 
MMMad it amiiMatly ; ao4 it ia to tliia daf tha raif aio^ 
Jia wild Araba. St. Paul, too, ia tha raUtion of hit 
I thip-wraek, on tha iabnd of Maliu, aafa, *' Tha bar- « 
pla thowed tu no littla kiodnaai ; for th*j kiodlad a.ir^,^ 
d ua avery olc, becauta of tha praaant rain, and banauM 
1." Thia nota ia Ukca (Vms i •nu'.I ccUtction of Fxuk* 
, r"-'tJ"' •'"vr Diilj. 
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I FEE, with pleasure, that 
alike on the subjects of En^is 
"Clonics have never insisted t 
rmpt from contributing to the 
ressaiy to support the prospci 
only assert, that having parli: 
not having representatives in tl 
parliaments arc the only juclg 
what we ought to contribute 
the English parliament has n 
ney without our consent. Ii 
is not a single state; it en 
though the parliament of (in 
to itself the power of taxin 
more right to do so, then it l 
have the same king, but not 

The dispute between the 
Tost England many millions 
in its commerce,* and Air 
been a proportionable gai i 
sisted principally of super 
and fiuihion, which we oar 
resolution we liave fonnec 
•>.;»..{,, ices are redres 
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ion of (he Condtict qf the ^ncimt Jeua, 
ie Aniifederalitts in (he United States qH 



rs advocate for the proposed Federal Co^.* 
a certain public assembly said, that " tht 
of great part of mankind to good gQvenif 
jch| that oe believed tliat if an angel from 
s to bring down a constitution formed 
jr use, it would nevertlieless meet with 
osition." — He was reproved* for the sup- 
vagance of the sentiment ; and he did not 
Prolnbly it might not have immediately 
) him, that the experiment had hem 
:hat the event was recorded in the most 
ill histories, the Holy Bible ; otherwise he 
seems to me, have supported his opinion 
xccptionable authority, 
reme Being had been pleased to nourish 
fsimily, by continued acts of his attentive 
, until it became a great people : and hav- 
1 them from bondage by many miraclef 
by his servant Moses, be personally de> 
that chosen servant, in presebce of the 
on, a constitution and code of laws for 
.'ance ; accompanied and sanctioned with 
f great rewards, and threats of severs 
ts, as the consequence of their obedieoQC 
ence. 

stitution, though the Deity himself was to 
ad (and it is therefore called by political 
leocracy) could not be carried into execu- 

means of his ministers : Aaron and his 
commissioned to be, with Mose^ the first 

ministry of the new government 
lid have'thoueht, that the appointment of 
liad distinguished themselves in procuring 
of their nation, and had hazarded their 
ivlfy opposing the will of a powerful mo- 

woiddhavo retained thai uaxloiv. vvLi&k-N 
t hare been an appQ\B\TDA\\x w:ws^>sMi^^^ 



Many still retained an iuu>„ 
of their nativity ; and these, 
inconvenience or hardship, tl 
unavoidable eflfect of their cl 
claimed against their leadeis 
trouble : and wore not only Co 
but for stoning their deliverer: 
idolatry were displeased that 
destroyed. Many of the chief 
stitutioii might be injurious to 
csts, that the profitable places 
the faniiUes mid friend* of J 
others equally well bom exc 
and the Talmud, we learn sc 
fully narrated in the Scriptui 
^* that Korah was ambitious 
offended that it was confem 
as he said, by the authoriw 
ikt consent qfVie people. H 
■ngf by various artificers, fr 
government, and deprived f 
ties; and of conspiring witl 
tjrranny in their family. T 
— '*Hv« was the supplanting 
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upon ut by the Egyptians, and ihall we 
urmves to be made suives by Moses? If we 
re a master, it were better to return to Plia- 
10 at least fed us with bread and onions, tlum 
this new tyrant, who by his operatioDS has 
08 into dan^ of &mine. ' Tlien they called 
on the retUity ^ his confertneet wiUi God ; 
cted to the privacy of the meotiogy aad the 
ig any of the people firoro b^ing present at 
Kjuies, or even approaching tM plaee, ax 
of great su^icieo. Thsy accused moiea al« 
nilalionf as embezzling part of tha golden 
nd the silver chancers, tnat the princea had 
.t the dedicatien of the altar,* and tha olfcr- 
old by the common people,*)* at well aa noA 
lU-tax ;| and Aaron they accused of poeiM^ 
1 of the gold of which he pretended to hiifa 
nolcen calfl Besides peculation, they chaig- 
s with ambition ; to gratify which passioD, 
they said, deceived the people, by promisiflg 
them to aland flowing with milk and hooey : 
>f doing wnich, he had brought tham mn 
and ; and that he thought ligM of aU thte 
, provided he could make himsdf aB abeO' 
ice. II That to support the new dignttv whb 
ir in his family, the partial poU-tas already 
id given to Aaront was to be nllowed by a (B- 
},** which would probably be augjmented from 
ime, if he were suffered to go on proinu]git- 
laws on pretence of new occasicnial levm- 
the Divine will, till their whole fortunes were 
i by that aristocracy." 



«n, chaf. vti* 

■ ehtp. saJET. TMr. 29. 

•n, «h«p. iii. aad Esodnt, diap. sju* 

Mfi, tk»p. itI. T«r. 11. ** It it a mimII thioff UmI (kp» 
be s Of wit of a land flowinf with nilk aad how^t t« MUl 
wiHaiw, txctpt that thoo aaalM ibjuU altonllwr • 
rm!" 

Dibtn, ohap. iK. ** &&o4Qft( tto). 

10 * 
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and cried o^f "S ■"««>•' of nw 
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To conclude, I beg I ma^ not be understood < 
that our general covention was divinely i 
when it iRmned the new federal constitution, 
because that constitution has been unreasona 
vehenmitly opposed ; yet I must own, I have s 
faith in tiie general government of the world 
vldence, that I can murdly conceive a transai 
such momentous importance to the welfare 
lions now existing, and to «xist in the poster 
creat nation, sbcNuild be suffered to pass withoi 
in some d^ee influenced, guided, and cove 
Uiat omnipotent, oraniinresent, and bene&en 
in whom all inferior spiritiUve, and move, a 
iheiff being. 



NAUTICAL AFFAIRS. 

Though Britain bestows more attention 
then any other nation, and though it be the 
opinion, that the safety of their state depem 
ber navy alone ; yet it seems not a little extrao 
that most of the great improvements in ship-l 
have originated abroad. The best sailing v< 
the royal navy have in general been Frencl 
This, thou^ it mky admit of exceptions, ct 
tipon the whole disputed. 

Nor is Britain entirely inattentive to nava 
tecture ; thou^ it is no where scientifically 
and those who devise improvements have sel 
opportuniQr of bringing them into practice, 
pity it is, that ao contrivance should be adop 
concentrating the knowledge that different u 
als attain in this art, into one common focus 
expresfiicm may be admitted. Our endeavoi 
not be wanting, to collect together, in the b 
we can, the scattered hints that shall occuc u\ 
ijrcDd, not doubting buiihc pv\\>\\c \n\^ t^'t 
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be 41 thA Mune time veiy simple antl extremely efTi- 
cacioui. flcvessityi in this case, as in many others, 
u'as the mochef of invention. Fie had a small, flat, 
ill-buUt boat, which was so ill constructed as scarce* 
ly tQ adinit of canying a bit of sail on any occasion, 
ind which was at the same time so hearjr to be row- 
ad, that he found great difficulty in using it for his 
irdinaiy occasions. In reflecting on the means tha" 
otilf^t be adopted for giving this useless cable such a 
^old of thtt water as to admit of his emplqpng a sai 
vben he found it necessary, it readily occurred tha 
a peater dqpth of keel would have this tendency. 
Bvt A greater depth of keel, though it would have 
been usefol for this purpose, he easily foresaw, would 
make his beat be extremely inconvenient on many 
i3ther occasions. To effect both purposes, he thought 
nf adopting a moveable keel, wnich would admit of 
tjeiQg let down or taken up at pleasure. This idea 
Im famnediately carried into efiect, by fixing a bar of 
irou of the depth he wanted, along each side of the 
jLoel, moving upon binees that admitted of being 
looved in one direction, but which could not be bent 
tiack in the opposite direction. Thus, by means of a 
Mnall chain fixed to each end, these moveable keels 
xwld be easU^ lifted up at pleasure ; so that when 
M was entenng into a harbour, or shoal water, he 
tmd only to lift up his keels, and the boat was as 
notable of being managed there, as if he had wanted 
them entirely ; and when he w^it out to sea, where 
there was depth enoueh, by letting them down, the 
lee keel took a firm hold of the water, (while the other 
floated loose) and gave such a steadiness to all its 
movements, as can scarcely be conceived by those 
who have not experienced it 

This gentleman one day carried me out with him 
m his-bc»t to try it We made two experiments. At 
first, with a moderate breeae, when the moveable 
keris were kept up, the boat when laid as near the 
wind as it could go, made an angle with the wake ol 
about thirty degrees ; but when the keels were let 
down, the same a^e did not exceed five or six de> 
|rees ; being nearly parallel with the cowi^. 
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rordlngto M. Bauchc, between William*s Sound and 
.Mount St. £lias. The Ruanans and Captain Cook 
liave not observed it, because it is Tery narrow. But 
it is to be wished, that ihis important discovery 
::hould be verified, which has been overlooked for 
two centuries, in ^te of the attempts which liavc 
been made on these coasts. M. Bauche calls this 
passage the Straits of Ferrer. 



POSlTIOxNS TO BE EXAMINED. 

J. All food, or subsistence from mankind, arises 
Irom the earth or waters. 

2. Necessaries of life that are not foods, and all 
other conveniences, have their value estimated by 
tl>e proportion of food consumed while we arc em- 
ployed in procuring them. 

3. A small people with a large territory, may sub- 
sist on tlie productions of nature, with no other la- 
hour than that of gatliering the v^etables and catch- 
ing the animals. 

4. A large people with a small territory, find these 
innutficieut; and, to subsist, must labour the earth, 
to make it produce greater quantities of vegetable 
food, suitable to the nourishment of men, and of the 
animals tht:y intend to eat. 

5. F'rom this labour arises a great increase of ve- 
getable and animal food, and of materialsforclothing; 
as Hax, wool, silks, du;. The superfluity of the&e is 
wealth. With this wealth we pay for the labour em- 
ployed in building our houses, cities, &,c. which aic 
therefore only subsistence thus metamorphosed. 

6. Manufactures are only anotlier shape into 
V7hich so much provisisons and subsistence are tiirn- 
od, as were in value equal to the manufacture pro- 
duced. This appears from hence, that the manuiiic- 
turer does not, in fact, obtain from the ein|»lovcr. 
lor nib labbur, more than a mejc svl.hsv^^:\v^'c^\\\^v\v^^• 
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>iked into lace, yet the werj cause oi its 
orth twenty shillings is that, besides the 
las cost nineteen shillings and sixpence in 
ce to the manufocturer. But the advan- 
manufactures, is, that, under their shape, 
a may be more easily carried to a foreign 
and hy their means our traders may more 
sat strangers. Few, where it is not made, 
s of the value of lace. The importer ipay 
forty, and perhaps get thirty snillings fox 
:h cost him but twenty, 
nally, there seems to be but three wayt for 
to acquire wealth. The first is by war, as 
lans did, in plundering their conquered 
rs; this is robbery. — llie second by com- 
rhich is generally cheating. — The third by 
re, the only honest way, wherein a man re- 
real increase of the seed thrown into the 
1 a kind of continued mbbcle, wnxttht by ^ 
of God in his favour, as a reward tor bis 
life and his yirtuous industry. 

B. FRANKLIN. 




r HAVB heard, that nothing gives an a 
i>lea8ure as to find his works respectfu 
other learned authors. This pleasure I hi 
joyed^; for though I have been, if I may 
vanity, an eminent author (of Alman; 
now a full quarter of a century, my bi 
in the same way (for what reason I kn 
" ••*/; fiver been very sparing in their appla 

* vi ^other author has taken the least notice o 
i 4J did not my writings produce me some i 

^JS the great deficiency of praise would h 

'xi oouraged me. 

V I concluded, at length, that the pee 

. . • : best judges of my merit, for they bu 

and, besides, in my rambles, where I a 

' . ally known, I have frequently heard o; 

my adages repeated, with " as poor F 

at the end on't. This gave me some s 

' it showed not only that my instruction! 

ed, but discovered likewise some respc 

tbority ; and 1 own, that to encourage 

remembering and repeating those wisi 

i": have sometimes Quoted myself with gn 
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Dtty ? Qow dhall wo be erer able to jay tbem ? 
At would Toa advise us to?** Father Abraham 
Ki up, and replied, — **If youM have my advice, 
give it to you in short ; * for a word to the wise is 
ugh ; and many words wont fill a bushel,* as poor 
hard says." They joined in desiring him to speak 
mind ; and, gathering round him, he proceeded aft 

3WS: 

Friends (says he) and neighbours, the taxes an^ 
)ed very heavy ; and if those laid on by the go* 
iraent were the only ones we had to pay, we 
ht more easily discharge them ; but we have ma- 
nhers, and much more erievous to some of uf. 
are taxed twice as much by our idleness, three 
ss as much by our pride, and four times as much 
>ur folly ; and from these taxes the commission- 
cannot ease or deliver us, by allowing an abate" 
It. However, let us hearken to good advice, and 
ething may be done for us; *God helps them 
: help themselves,* as poor Richard says iii hi& 
lanac. 

It would be thought a hard government tliat 
jld tax its people one-tenth part of their time, to 
tmpioycd in its service ; but idleness taxes niany 
s much more, if we reckon all that is spent in ab- 
to slotli, or doing of nothing, with that which is 
It in idle employments, or amusements tliat 
)unt to nothing. Sloth, by bringing on diseases, 
slutely shortens life. * Sloth, like rust, consume^ 
or than labour wears, while the key often used is 
ays bright,* as poor Richard says. * But dost 
J love life f then do not srjuander time, for that*s 
stufif life is made of,* as poor Richard says. How 
:h more llian is necessaury do we spend in sleep ! 
;etting, that * the sleeping fox catches no poultr}', 
that there will be sleeping enough in the grave,* 
poor Richard says. * If time be of all things the 
It precious, wasting time must be (as poor Kich- 
says) the greatest prodigality ;* since, as he elsc- 
!re tells us, * Lost time is never found again; and 
It we call time enough, alwaj's proves little 
ugh.* Let us then up and be doing, and doing to 
purpose : so by diligpnce «h%\\ ^^ ^vi \\\^3^^^^^^^ 
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Ay ; * Let not the sun look down, and say, Inglorious 
here be Um T Handle your tools without mittens ; re- 
member, that ' the cat in gloves catches no mice/ as 
poor Richard says, it is true, there isir.uch to be be 
done, and perhaps you are weak-handed ; but stick to 
it steadily, and you will see great eflfects ; for, * con- 1 
tinuai dropping wears away stones, and by dili-' 
eence and patience the mouse ate into the cable ; and 
nght strokes fell great oaks,* as poor Richard says in 
bis Almanac, the year I cannot just now rememben 

•* Methinks I hear some of you say, * must a man 
afford himself no leisure ?* — I will tell thee, my friend, 
what poor Richard savs : * Employ thy time well, if 
thou meanest to gain leisure ; and since thou art not 
sure of a minute, throw not av^'ay an hour.* Leisure 
is time for doine something useful • this leisure the 
diligent man will obtain, but the lazy man never ; 
80 tj^t, as poor Richard says, * A life of leisure and 
a life of li^iness arv. two things.* Do you imagine that 
sloth will afibrd you more comfort than labour .'* No; 
for, as poor Richard says, * Troubles spring from 
idleness, and grievous toils from needless ease . inany 
without labour would live by their own wits only ; 
but they break for want of slock.* Whereas indus- 
try gives comfort, and plenty, and respect. *Fly 
pleasures, and they*ll follow you ; the diligent spin- 
ner has a large shift ; and, now I have a sheep and 
a cow, every body bids me good-morrow ;* all which 
i« well said by poor Richard. 

** Hut with our industry, we must likewise be 
steady, and settled, and careful, and oversee our own 
affoirs with our own eyes, and not trust too much to 
ethers ; for, as poor Richard says, 

' I never saw an ofl-removed tree, 

Nor yet an oft-removed family. 

That throve so well as one that settled be.- 

** And, agaun, * Three removes are as bad as a fire, 
and again, * Keep thy sliop, and thy shop will keep 
thee;* and again, * If you would have your bnsines*' 
done, go ; if not, &en(I.* And a%a\T\, 
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" Awiiy than with your aqpQuhre folliei, md you 
.ill not have much cause to complain of iMird timesj 
cavy tascei. and chargieable fiunilies; for, as poor 
>ick says, 

*' Women and wine, nune and deceitv 
Make the wealth smiaJl, and the want peat* 

■* And, fartlicr, * AVhat maintains one vice, woo] ! 
ing up two chiMzen.' Yon may think, perha|i.^ . 
lat a little tea, or a little punch now and then, dio: 
little more costly, clothes a liitle finer, and a littK- 
itertainment now and then, can lie no great matter ; 
It remember wtiat poor Richard says, * Many a li(- 
9 makes a meiklc ; * and farther, 'Beware of litUc 
cpenses ; a small leak will sink a great ship ;* and 
^in, * Wb*) dainties love, shall beggars prove i* and. 
oreover, * Fouls make feasts, and wise men ea? 
em.* 

** Hero you are all got togather at this sale of fine - 
Bs and nicknacks. You call them gooda but If 
)u do not take care, they will prove nUs to some oj 
Ki. You expect they will be sold cheap, and pec- 
ips they may for less than they cost ; but if you 
ive no occasion for ihcm, they must be dear to you. 
imember what poor Richard says, * Buy what thou 
ist no need of, and ere long thou shalt sell thy ne- 
ssaries. ' And again, * At a great pennyworth pause 
vhile.' H'2 means, that perhaps the cheapness is 
iparent only, or not real ; or the bargain, by strait- 
jng thee in tiiy business, may do thee more harnj 
an good. For in another place he says, * Many 
ive been ruined by buying good j)enn\'worths.' — 
^n, as poor Richard says, * It is roolish to lay out 
3ney in a purchase of repentance ;* and yet thi; 
lly is practised every day at auctions, for want oj 
indingthe Almanac. * Wise men (as poor Dick sayt:; 
%m by others harms, fools scarcely by their own ; 
It Felix qwun Jacitmt aliena perwula cauium.^ — 
any a one, for the sake of finery on the back, hav^ 
ne with a hungry belly, and half starved their fa* 
ilies : ' Silk and satins, scarlet and velvets^ Qa« 
<or Richuid jwjs; pm out (U«\n&tosata^? ^"t^*^^ 
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* YeBMlB laige may ventura more. 
But littie boats should keep near shore.* 

ris, however, a foUj soon punished ; lor, * Pri Je 
hat dines on Tanitjr, sups on contempt,* as poor 
Lichaid says. And in axiotber ^ace, * Pride break** 
isted .with Plenty, dined with Poverty and supped 
rith Infiuny.' And^ after all, of wlwt use is this 
fide of appearance, fat which so much is risked, sn 
mch is sinfered? It cannot promote health, or ease 
miot ii makes no increase oi merit in the nerson ; it 
miens misfortune. 

« What is a butterfly.^ at best, 
He*s but a caterpillar drest ; 
The gaudy fop*s nis picture just,* 

ii poor Richard says. 

** But what madness must it be to run in debt fuf- 
base superfluities ! We are offered by the terms of 
his sale six months* credit ; and that perhaps has 
nduced some of us to attend it, because we cannot 
pare the ready money, and hope now to be fine with- 
mt it But, ah ! think what you do when you run 
n debt. You give to another power over your liber* 
y. If you cannot pay at tne time, you will bn 
idiamed to see jrour creditor: you wiUbe in feax 
vhen you speak to him ; you will make poor, pitiful, 
neaking excuses, and by degrees come to lose your 
'eracity, and dnk into base downri^t lying ; for, as 
loor lUchard says, * The second vice is lying ; the 
Irst is running in debt* And agun, to the same 
lurpose, * Lyin^ rides upon debt*s back ;* whereas a 
zee-bom Englishman ought not to be adiamed 
3or afiraid to speak to any man living — ^But 
poverty often deprives a man of all Kiint and 
rirtue : * It IS hara for an empty bag to stand upright,* 
IS poor Richard truly tays. What would you thhik 
if that princep or tfaia.t government, who would issua 
m edict, ibibidding you to dress lUce a g^tleman or 
mitlewomaa, on pain of imprisonment or servitude f 
Would you oot say, that you were free, have a ri^ltt 
ta diasB as yon idaue^ and thai iQA\i «&^ «^^\'^t^^^ 

a 
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;u8 doctiine, my friends, is reason and wisdom : 
after all, do not depend too much upon your own 
Atry and frugality, and prudence, though exccl- 
thin^ ; for they may be blasted, wiUiout thi.' 
ung 01 Heaven -. and therefore ask that blessing 
bly, and be not uncharitable to those that at nrc- 
seem to want it, but comfort and help them. Kc- 
iber Job suffered, and was afterwards pros- 

118. 

\nd now, to conclude, * Experience keeps a dear 
3l ; but fools will learn in no other, and scarce 
at ; for it is true, wc may give advice, but wo 
ot give conduct,' as poor Richard says. How- 
, remember tiiis, * They that will not be couii- 
d, cannot be helped,' as poor Richard says ; and, 
ler, that * If you will not hear Reason, she will 
y rap your knuckles.' " 

lus the old gentleman ended his harrangue. 
people heard it, and approved the doctrine, and 
ed lately practised the contrary, just as if it haii 
a common sermon; lor the auction opened, 
they began to buy extravagantly, not withstand - 
.11 iiis cautions, and their own fear of taxes. I 
d the good man had thoroughly studied my Al- 
ics, and digested all I had dropped on thoso 
,s, during the course of twenty-five years. The 
lent mention lie made of me, must have tired 
■f one else ; but mv vanity was wonderfully de- 
ed with it, though I was conscious that not a 
I part of tlie wisdom was my own, which he as- 
id to me, but rather the gleanings that I had made 
e sense of all age.s and nations. However, I re- 
id to be the better for the echo of it ; and though 
j first determined to buy stuff for a new coat, I 
: away, resolved to wear my old one a little Ion- 
Reader, if thou wilt do the same, thy profit will 
i great as mine. 

\ am, as ever, thipQ to serve thee, 

RICHARD SAUNDERS. 




f to this thsy haw, in every year, obscrvod 
oafltanees of public felicity sufficient to furnish < 
lyment for a thanksgiving day ; which is therei 
astantly ordered ana religiously observed. 
[ sed in the public newspapers of difiercnt Su 
quent complaints oihardtimu, deadness of in 
Tcity qf moneyy &«. &c. It if not my intent 
assert or maintain that these complaints are ent 
Bvithout foundation. There can be no countr} 
ion existing, in which there will not be some p 
80 circumstanced ap to find it hard to gain a li 
3od ; people, who are not in the way of \ 
Stable trade, with whom money is scarce, 
ise they have notliing to give in exchuige fur 
1 it is always in the power of a pmallnum 
make a great clamour. But let us take a c 
w of the general state of our affairs, and j 
3s the prospect will appear less gloomy than I 
« imagined. 

The great bushiess of the contment is agriculti 
r one artizan, or merchant, I suppose we nave 
Bt one hundred formers, by far the greatest p 
tivators of their own fertile lands, from whci 
ny of them draw not only food necessary for ti 
sistence, but the materials of their clothing, sc 
iced very few foreign supplies : while they hav 
plus of productions to dispose of, whereby wet 
gradually accumulated. Such has been the go 
8 of Divine Providence to these regions, and 
Durable the climate, that, since the three or f 
js of hardship in the first settlement of our fath 
e, a famine or scarcity has never been hearc 
ongst us ; on the contrary, though rome years n 
Q tcin more, and others less plentiful, tliere I 
'ays been provision enough for ourselves, an< 
intity to spare for exportation. And although 
ps of last year were gonerally good, never was 
ner better paid for the part he can spare cc 
rce, as Oie published price currents abundan 
;ify. The lands be possesses are also continue 
ng in value with the increase of population ; a 
the whole, he is enabled to give such ^ood wo. 
hose who work for him, tha,X a\\ vjVo ^'w^r.'o^^ 



ployment to an abundance ot woriLinei 
the increased luxury and splendour o: 
inhabitants thus made richer. Thcs 
demand and obtain much higher w 
other part of the world would afford 
paid in ready money. This rank of p 
do not, or ought not, to complain of m 
tbey make a veryconsi.lcraule part of 
bitants. 

At the distance I live from our . 
cries, 1 cannot speak of them with an} 
tainty ; but 1 have not heard that th< 
valuable race of men employed in then 
or th«it they met with less success, thai 
volution. The whale-men indeed hai 
ed of one market for their oil, but ano 
opening for tliem, which it is hofMsd ma; 
vantageous ; and the demand is cons 
ing for their spermaceti candles, which 
a much higher price than formerly. 

There remain the merchants anc 
Of these, tliough they make but a sn 
whole nation, the number is considci 
indeed for the business they are empl( 
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leading easier lives, turn shopkeepers, the wholo 
liatureQ quantity of that business divided among 
them all may afford too small a share for each, and 
(»ccasiou coniplainis that trading is dead : tliose may 
also suppose that it is owing to scarcity of money. 
while, jn &ct, it is not so much from ilie fewness ot 
buyers, as from the excessive number of sellers, that 
the mischief arises ; and, if every shopkeeping farmer 
uad mechanic would return to the use of his plough, 
and working tools, tiiere would remain of widows 
and other women, shop-keepers sufficient for the buai 
ncs6, wiiich might then afford them u comfortable 
maintenance. 

Whoever has travelled through the various parts of 
Kuropc, and observed how small is the proportion of 
people in affluence or easy circumstances there, com- 
pared with those in poverty and misery ; the few ricli 
and haughty landlords, the multitude of poor, abject, 
rack-rented, tythe-paying tenants, and half-paid and 
half-starved ragged labourers ; and views here the 
liappy mediocrity tliat so generally prevails through- 
out tlicbe States, where the cultivator works for him- 
self, and supports his fiiniily in decent plenty ; wili 
incthinks, see abundant reason to bless Divine Pro- 
vidence for the evident and great difference in our 
favour, and be convinced that no nation known to 
us enjoy a greater share of human felicity. 

It is true, tliat in some of the States there arc par 
ties and discords ; but let us look back, and ask if u*e 
were ever without them .'* Such will exist whcrevci 
there is liberty ; and perhaps j.bey help to prenerve it. 
By the collision of different sentiments, sparks ot 
truth are struck out, and political light is obtamcd. 
The different factions, which at present divije us 
aim all at the public good ; the differences are only 
about the various modes of promoting it. Things, 
actions, measures, and objects of all kinds, present 
themselves to the minds of men in such a variety of 
lights, that it is not possible we should all think alike 
at the same time on every subject, when hardly the 
same man retains at all times the same ideas of it. Par 
ties are therefore the common lot of humanity ; aiid 
tnirsarp byuo means uiorc miichicvousor lesti beaeCio . 
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nportatioDS, and thereby grou* richer : — if^ in 
wmoh may admit of dispute, the desire oT 
D^ ounelfes with fine clothes, possessing fine 
ire, with elegant houses, &c. is not, by strong 
ti^g to labour and industry, the occasion of 
sin^ a ^ater value than is contn ued in the 
ation of that desire. 

agriculture and fisheries of the United States 
great sources of our increanng wealth. He 
Its a seed into the earth is recompenoed. per 
ly receiving forty out of it, and he who diawt 
lut of our water draws up a piec3 of silver, 
js (and there is no doubt but we shall) be at 
to these, and then the power of rivals, with 
tir restraining and prohibiting actn, cannot 
lurt us. We are sens of the earth and feaPj 
ce Anteeus in the foble, if in wrestling with a 
es, we now and then receive a fall, the touch 
parents will communicate to us firesh stren^h 
5Qlir to renew the contest. 
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people 80 miserable as the poor of Europe, there 
alao very few that in Europe would be called 
: it is rather a general happy mediocrity that 
ails. There are fe w great proprietors of the soil , 
few tenants; most people cultivate their own 
s, or follow some handicraft or iserchandibc : 
few rich enough to live idly upon their rents or 
nes, or to pay the higli prices given ui Euroi)r 
painting, statutes, architecture, and tlic oth(^r 
:s of art that are more curious than useful. 
:e the natural gcnuises that have arisen iu Ame- 
with such talents, have uniformly quitted thai 
try for Europe, where they can be more suitably 
irded. It is true thai letters and matbein»^,;^-j[^ 
dedge are in esteem there, but they !L're at the same 
more common than is a»»piciiended ; their bein^; 
idy.existinguiue colleges, or universities, viz. four 
cw England, and one in each of the provinces of 

York, New Jcrsy, Pennsylvania, Maryland, anci 
inia — all furnished with learned professors ; be- 
I a number of smaller acadamics : these cdii- 
many of their youth in the languages, and those 
ices thai (lualify men for the professions of dtvi- 

law or physic. Strangers, indeed, are by no 
is excluded from exercising those professions: 
the quick increase of inhabitants every, where 
i thcin a chance of employ, which they have in 
uou with the natives. Of civil offices or cm- 
nents, there are few; no superflous ones, as 
jrope ; and it is a rule established in some of the 
'.Sf that no office should be so profitable as to 
3 it desirable. The 36th article of the constitu- 
of Pennsylvania runs expressly in these words . 
every freeman, to preserve his independence (if 
as not a sufficient estate,) ought to have some 
tssion, calling, trade, or farm, whereby he may 
stly subsist, there can be no necessitv for, nor 
n establishing, offices of profit ; the usual effects 
hich are dependence and servUity; unbecoming 
oen, in the possessors and expectants ; faction, 
2ntion, corruption, and disorder among tiie peo- 

Whnefere, whenever an otTicc^ iVvio^^^ v^- 



oth^s, mtire /ruget cowumere ftaii/f and otherwise 
gwtd for fwOUng^ till by their death their estates, like- 
the carcass of the negro*s gentleman-hog, come to be 

CU<«M7. 

With regard to the encouragements for strangers 
from «>vernment, they are really only what are de- 
rived from good laws and liberty. Strangers are 
welcome, because there is room enough for them all, 
and therefore the old inhabitants are not jealous of 
them ; the laws protect them sufficiently, so that they 
have no need of the patronage of great men ; and 
every one will enjoy securely the profits of his indus- 
try. But if he does not bring a fortune with him he 
must work and be industrious to live. One or two 
years residence give him all the rights of a citizen ; 
but the government does not at present, whatever 
it may have done in former times, hire people to 
become settlers, by paying their passage, giving land, 
negroes, utensils, stock, or any other kind of emolu- 
ment whatsoever. In short, America is the land of 
labour, and by no means what Uie English call Lub- 
berlandy and the French Pays de Cbcag^te, where the 
streets are said to be paved with hau-peck loaves, 
the houses tiled with pancakes, and where the fowls 
fly about ready roasted, crying. Come eat me i 

Who then are the kind of persons to whom an em- 
igration to America may be advantageous f And what 
are tlie advantages they may reasonably expect f 

Land being cheaj) in that countrv, from the vast 
forests still void of inhabitants, and not likely to be 
occupied in an age to come, insomuch that the pro- 
perty of an hundred acres of fertile soil, full of wood, 
may be obtained near the frontiers, in many places, 
for eight or ten euineas, hearty young labouring men, 
<wbo understand the husbandry of com and cattle, 
which is nearly the same in tnat country as in Eu- 
rope, may easily establish themselves there. A little 
money, saved of the good wages they receive there 
while Uiey work for others, enables them to buy the 
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lyl^rania, fi>r ten pounds per hundred acres, which, 
iUter twenty years, when the settlements had been 
extended fex beyond them, sold readUy, without any 
jmprorement made upon them, for three pounds per 
acre. The acre in America is the same with the 
Endish acre, or the acre of Normandy. 

Those who desire to understand the state of go- 
vernment in America, would do well to read the con- 
stitutions of the several States, and the articles of 
confederation which bind the whole together for ge- 
neral purposes, under the direction of one Assembly, 
called the Congress. These constitutions have been 
S|rinted, bv order of Congress, in America; two edi- 
tions of them have b^n printed in London ; and a 
good translation of them into French, has lately been 
published at Paris. 

Several of the princes of Europe having of late, 
from an opinion of advantage to arise by producing 
all commodities and manufactures within their own 
dominions, so as to diminish or render useless their 
importations, have endeavoured to entice workmen 
from other countries, by hi^ salaries, privileges, <bc. 
Many persons pretending to be skille i in various great 
manufactures, imagining that America must be in 
want of them, and that me Congress would probablv 
be disposed to imitate the princes abovementioned, 
have proposed to go over on condition of having their 
passage paid, lands given, salaries appointed, exclu- 
sive privileges for terms of years, &c. Such persons, 
on reading the articles of confederation, will nnd that 
the Congress have no power committed to them, or 
money put into their hands, for such purposes ; and 
that, if any such encouragement is given, it must be 
by the government of some separate state. This, 
however, has rarely been done in America ; and 
when it has been done, it has rarely succeeded, so as 
to establish a manutiEicture, which the country was 
not yet so ripe for as to encourage private persons to 
set it up ; lal)Our being generally too dear, diiiicult tB 
he kept together, every one desinng to be a master, anfl 
the cheapness of land inclining many to leave trades 
for agricdlttm. Some indeedhavc met with s\icccss, 



fiojetts. The peopla by this means ut not imposed 
on mther by the merchant or mechanic : if the mer- 
chant demands too much profit on imported shoes, 
they buy of die shoemaker ; and if he asks too high a 
pike, tpey take them of the merchant : thus tlie two 
profcwons are ciiecks on each cdier. The shoe* 
maker however has, on the whole, a considerable 
profit upon his labour in America, beyond what he 
had in £urope, as he can add to his price a sum 
nearly equal to all the expenses of ficeignt and com- 
mission, risk or assurance, &,c. necessarily charged 
by the merchant. And the case is the same with the 
workman in every other mechanic art. Hence it 1% 
that the artisans generally live better and more easily 
in America than in Europe ; and such as are good 
economists make a comfortable provision for age, 
and for their children. Such may, therefore move 
with advantage to America. 

In the old long-settled countries of Europe, all arts, 
trades, professions, farms, &c. are so full, that it is 
difficult for a poor man who has children to placf 
them where they may gain, or learn to gain, a decent 
livelihood. The artisans, who fear creating future 
rivals in business, refuse to take apprentices, but 
upon conditions of money, maintenance or the like, 
which the parents are unable to comply with. 
Hence the youth are dragged up in ignorance of every 
gainful art 'jid obliged to become soldiers, or servants, 
or thieves, for a subsistence. In America the rapid in- 
crease of inhabitants takes away that fear of rivalship. 
and artisans willingly receive apprentices from the 
hope of profit by their labour, during the remainder 
of the time stipulated, after they shsll be instructed. 
Hence it is easy for poor families to get their children 
instructed ; for the artisans a^ so desirous of ap- 
prentices, that many of them wiU even give money 
to the parents, to have boys from ten to fiftem,>fear« 
of age bound apprentices to them, till the %ge of 
twenty-one ; Dnd many poor parents have, by that 
means, on their arrival in the country, raised money 
enough to buy land sufficient to establish themselves, 
and to subsist the rest of tlic family by agriculture. 
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€*lU)er an aUuest or an uifideL And the Divine Pf 
ing seems to have manifested his approbation of the 
xnutual forbearance and kindness with wliicli the 
different sects treat each other, by the remarkable. 
prosperity with whioh he has been pleased to favour 
\he whole country. 



THOUGHTS ON COMMERCIAL 
SUBJECTS. 

Of Embargoes upon Com, and of the Poor, 

In inland high countries, remote from the sea, and- 
whose rivers are small, running from the country, 
and not to it, as is the case with Switzerland ; great 
distress may arise from a course of bad harvests, if 
jpublic graneries are not provided, and kept well 
f;iored. Anciently, too, before navigation was so 
genera), ships so plenty, and commercial transac- 
tions so well established ; even maratime countries 
might be occasionally distressed by bad crops. But 
men is now the facility of comrauuication between 
those countries, tlian an unrestrained commerce can 
scarce ever fail of procuring a sufiiciency for any of 
them. If indeed any government is so imprudent as to 
lay its hands on imported com, forbid its exportation, 
or compel its sale at limited prices, there the people 
may suffer some famine from merchants avoiding 
their ports. But wherever commerce is known to 
be always free, and the merchant absolute master of 
hit commodity, as in Holland, there will always be a 
reasonable supply. 

Wlien an exportation of , com takes place, occa- 
sioned by a higher price in some foi«\^ ^QN\tv\msV\v 
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inelbre a more steady encouragement to a|riculture. 
"he natioii would all have bread at this middle 
rice ; and tbat nation, which at any time inhumanly 
sfiiset to relieve tlie distresses of another nation* 
Bserves no compassion when in distress itsell 

^ ike Ifffect qf Deamess qf Pmvinom upon 
Workings and vpon Mcmu/aeiuret. 

The common people do not work for pleasure ge- 
Bndly, but from necessity. Cheapness of provisions 
Ake diem more idle ; less work is then done, it ia 
len more in demand proportionally, and of course 
le price rises. Deamess of provisions obliges the 
lanu&cturer to work more days and more hours; 
IU8 more work is dmie than equals the usual demand : 
r coune it becomes cheaper, and the manufitctureif 
I consequence. 

0/an Open Trade. 

Perhaps, in general, it would be better ifgoveoti- 
.ent meddled no further with trade, than to protect 
, and let it take its course. Most of the statutes ox 
sis, «dicts, arrets, and placarts of parliaments^ 
rinces, and states, for retaliating, directing, or rc« 
raining of trade, have^ weui'mk, \Ssen either political 
.unders, or jobs obtained by artful men for private 
ivantages under pretence of public good. When 
olbert assembled some of the wise oid merchants of 
ranee, and aesired their advice and opinion how he 
Mild best serve and promote commerce ; their an- 
ver, after consultation, was in three words only. — >* 
miues nous /aire ,* " Let us alone.'* — It is said br 
very solid writer of the same nation, that he is well 
Ivanced in the science politics, who knows the full 
lice of that maxim. Pas trop gouvenur, ** not to 
yvem too much;** which, perhaps, would be of 
lOic use when applied to trade, than in any other 
nblic ooDcem. it were therefore to be wished, that 
immerce Wete as free between all the nations qC^« 
Olid as it isbettreen the sevetai coatiV\«%cft^£iHQ!K^\ 
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other produce will not suit, in exchan|e for the pro- 
duce of some other country that furnishes vhet ne 
have more occasion for, or more desire. IVnen tve 
have, to an inconvenient degree, parted with our 
gold and silver, our industry is stimulated afresh to 
procure more ; that by its means we may contrive to. 
procure the same advanta^^s. 

Of Resirainis ujpon Commerce in Time of Wa'i\ 

When princes make war by prohibiting commerce, 
each may hurt himself as much as his enemy. — 
Traders, who by their business are promoting the com- 
mon good of mankind, as well as fiirmers and fish- 
ermen, who labour for the subsistence of all, should 
never be interrupted or molested in their business, 
but enjoy the protection of all in the time of war, as 
well as in the time of peace. 

This policy, those hhd- are pleased to call barbari- 
ans, have, in a great' measure, adopted : for the 
trading subjects of an/ power, with whom t'le Em- 
peror of mottocco may be at war, are not liable to 
capture, when within si^ht of his land, going or coin- 
ing ; and have otherwise free liberty to trade and 
reside in his dominions. 

As a maritime power, we presume it is not thought 
ri^t that Chreat Britain should grant such freedom, 
except partially, as in the case of war with Fmnce, 
when tobacco Is allowed to be sent thither under the 
sanction of passports. 

Exchange in Trade may be gainful to each 

Party. 

In transactions of trade it is not to be supposed 
that, like gammg, what one psurty gains the other 
must necessarily lost, The gain to each may be 
equal. If A has more com than he can consume, 
but wants cattle ; and B has more cattle, but wants 
com, exchange is g»in to each : hereby ^ cqycv\cv!^w 
stock of com&its in life is incieased. 
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HUMOROUS ACCOUNT OF A CUSTOM • 
AMONG THE AMERICANS, ENTIT- 
LED WHITE-WASHING. ' 

AUnbuted to the Pen qf Dr. Franklin. 

Althouoh the following article has not yet appear 
i in any coUecUon of the ^orks of this great philo * 
>pher, we are inclined to receive the general opinion, 
rom the plainness of the s^le, and the humour 
hich characterizes it) to be the performance of Dr. 
ranklin. — 

My wish is to give you some account of the p0O« 
e of these new States, but I am far from being quar 
^ed for tne purpose, having as yet seen little more 
lan the cities of New York and Philadelphia, t 
ive discovered but few national singularities among 
lem. Their customs and manners are nearly the 
ime with those of Engiland, which they have lotig 
len used to copy. For, previous to the Uevolution, 
;e Americans were from their infimcy taught to look 
) to the English as patterns of perfection in all things, 
have observed, however, one custom, which, nir 
ight I know, is peculiar to this country;. an ao« 
)unt of it will serve to fill up tie remainaer of this 
leet, and may afford you some amusement 
V^hen a young couple are about to enter into the 
atrimonial stat^ a nf*ver-faili^g article in the mar- 
ig^ treaty is, that the lady shaU have and enjoy the. 
9e and unmolested exercise of the rights of white- 
j^iingt with all its ceremonials, privileges and 
>purtenances. A young woman would forego the 
08t advantag^us connexion, and even dteappoiut 
e warmest wish of her heart, rather than resign the 
valuable ri^t You would wonder what this jjri- 
lege of loAt/e-KNuAtn^ is : I will endeavour to give 
m some idea of the ceremony, as I have seen h 
nrformed. 

There is no season of the yeHr in whlelltbl^^»Ai^ 
ajr not cnUm her privilege, if ili« f!leQk«s\ VsxWna 
12 



fccL But if; when the husband rises m 
ing, he should observe in the yard a whc 
<vith a quantity of lime in it, or should s 
buckets with lime dissolved in water, the 
MO time to be lost; he immediately loc 
iiipartment or closet where liis papers or ] 
tiroperty is kept, and putting the key in 1 
betakes himself to flight: mr a husband 
beloved, becomes a perfect nuisance duriii 
son of' female rage, his autliority is super 
.commission is suspended, and the very acu 
'Moans the brasses in the kitciicn, become 
(Consideration and importance than him. 
<iothing for it but to abdicate, and run fr< 
'.vhich he can neither prevent nor mollify. 
J'^The husband gone, the ceremony besius. 
nre in a few iniimtes stripped of their 
paintings, prints, and looking-glasses, lie in 
neap about the floors ; tho curtains are tor 
testers, the beds crammed into the windo\ 
•ind tables, bedsteads and cradles, crowd 
-;nd the garden-fence bends beneath the 
• '.arpets, blankets, cloth cloaks, old coats, 8 
>>r<»p«<hpc Mfrf inav be seen the lumber < 
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ipes unmmmaged. It would seem as if the day 
;9iiera] doom was come, and the utensils of the 
ae were dragged forth to judgment. In this tem- 
: tbe words of Lear naturally present tiiemsclrcs. 
might, with some alteration, be made strictYv 
Ucatue: 



** Let the great gods, 

liat keep this dreadful pudder o*er our hca<l!>, 
hid out their en^nies now. Tremble, tboii 

wretch, 
'hat hast within thee, undivulged ciimes 
^nwhipM of justice !" — 

** Close pent-up guilt, 

kise your concealing continents, and ask 
liese dreadful summoners grace !*' 

Ilit ceremony completed, and the house tlio- 
Aly evacuated, the next operation is to smear thf 
u and ceilings of every room and closet witli 
dies dipped in a solution of lime called rohiU- 
h; \JO pour buckets of water over every floor, and 
tell all the partitions and wainscots with rougii 
ihes wet with soap-suds, and dipped in stone- 
er*8 sand. The wmdows by no means escape 
general deluge. A sen^t scrambles out uuon 
pent-house, at the ristboB^tr neclL, and with a 

Lio her hand, and a GsKet within reach, she 
« away innumerable gallons of water against 
glass panes ; to the great annoyance of the pab- 
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«ome idea of this cleaning ma 
is, that the sole object is to i 
matters not how many useful, 
ble articles are mutilated, or 
operation ; a maho^ny chair 
dergo the same discipline; t 
clean at all events ; but their pi 
thy of attention. For instance 
is laid flat upon the floor; sn 
upon it, and the super incumt 
glasses of the lower tier ; but thi 
A valuable picture is placed 
sharp corner of a table; oth( 
against that, until the pressui 
I he comer of the table throuj 
iirst. The frame and glass of 
rleanedf' the spirit and oil u 
are suffered to leak through an( 
no matter, if the glass is cle^n, 
it is sufficient : the rest is nAt wc 
An able Arithmeticia/!,' ^7 .'»•' 
Ution, founded on long^Spsrie 
cd, that the losses an^ aestru 
white-washings are equal to or 
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colds ficom the exhalations of wet floors or damp 
^alls. 

I know a gentleman, who was fond of accounting 
for ever^ thing in a philosophical way He considers 
this, which I have called a custom, a real periodical 
disease, peculiar to the climate. His train of reason- 
In^ is ingenuious and whimsical ; but 1 am not at 
leisure to give you a detail. The result was, that he 
feund the distemper to be incurable ; but after much 
ctudy he conceived he had discovered a method to 
divert the evil he eould not subdue. For this pur- 
pose he caused a small building, about twelve feet 
8q|uare, to be erected in his garden, and furnished 
with some ordinary chairs and tables; and a few 
prints of the cheapest sort were hung against the 
walls. His hope was, that when the white-washing 
frenzy seized tne females of his family, they might 
repair to this apartment, and scrub, and smear, and 
ccour, to their hearths content : and to spend the vio- 
lence of the disease in this out-posr, while he enjoyed 
hkuelf in quiet at head-quarters. But the experi- 
ment did not answer his expectation ; it was iinpoe- 
flible it should, since a principal part of the gratinca- 
tion consists in the lady having an uncontrolled right 
to torment her husband at least once a year, and to 
turn him out of doors, and take the reigns of govern- 
inent into her own hands- 
There is a much better contrivance than tliis of 
the philosopher's ; which is, to cover the walls of the 
house with paper: this is generally done; and, 
though it cannot abolish, it at least shortens the 
peri^ of female dominion. The pajper is decorated 
with flowers of various fancies, an<l made so orna- 
mental, tliat the women have admitted the fashion 
without perceiving the design. 

There is also another alleviation of the husband's 
distress ; he generally has the privilege of a sn)all 
room or closet for his books ana papers, the key of 
which he is allowed to keep. This is considered as 
a privileged place, and stands like the land of Goshen 
amid the plagues of I^pt But then he must be ex- 
it&aslj cautJODi and ever on his guard ; for shouV^ 
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regulation of the police; but, on further inquiryi 
find it is a religious rite, preparatory to tho sabbath ; 
and is, I believe, the only religious rite in which lL(% 
numerous sectaries of this city perfectly agree. The 
ceremony begins about sun-set, and continues till 
about ten or eleven at night It is ver}' difficult foe 
a stranger to walk the streets on those evenings ; ho. 
runs a continual risk of having a bucket of dirty 
water thrown against his legs; but a Philadelphian 
born, is so much accustomed to the danger, that h& 
avoids it with surprising dexterity, it is from this 
circumstance that a Philadelphian may be knowrt 
any where by his gait The streets of New York are 
paved witli rough stones; these indeed are not 
washed, but the dirt is so thoroughly swept from be- 
fore the doors, that the stones stand up sharp and 
prominent, to the great inconvenience of those who 
arc not accustomed to so rough a path. But habit 
reconciles every thing. It is ^ivertmg enough to sefe 

Philadelphian at New York ; he walks the streets 
as much painful caution, as if his toes wtM 
ed with corns, or his foet lamed with the gout ; 
e a New Yorker, as little approving the plain 
masonry of Philadelphia, shuffles along the pave- 
ment like a parrot on a mahogany table. 

It must be acknowledged, tlmt tlie ablutions I have 
mentioned are attended with no small inconvenience; 
but the women would not be induced, from ary con- 
sideration, to resi^ their privilege. Notwithstand- 
ing this, I can give you the strongest assurances, 
that tiie women of America make the most faithful 
wives and the most attentive mothers in the world ; 
and I am sure you will join me in opinion, that if a 
married man is made miserable only one week in a 
whole year, he will have no great c&us^ to complain 
of the matrimonial bond. 

r am, &c. 
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! say, women eenerally employ tlieir time to mudi 
tier purposes Uian scribbling ; ottierwise this face- 
)U8 writer had not gpne so long unanswered. We 
Lve ladies who sometimes lay down the needle, and 
ke up the pen ; I wcmder none of tliem have at- 
mpted some reply. For my part, I do not pretend 

be an author. I never appeared in {Mrint in my 
c, but I can no longer fbrbear saying something in 
swer to such impertinence, circulate liow it muv. 
ily, sir, consider our situation. Men are naturally 
;titentive to the decencies of life ; but why sliould I 

so coinpiaisant? I say, they are naturally filthy 
matures, if it were not that their connexion with 
c rcdned sex polished their manners, and had a 
ppy influence on the general economy of life, these 
rds of the creation would wallow iu filth, and jx)- 
ilous cities would infect the atmosphere with their 
xioub vapours. It is Ihe attenti<»i and assiduity 

the women that prevent men from degenerating 

kiiiei'c swlue. How important then are the scr> 
I we render ; and yet for these very services we 
hade the subject of ridicule and fun. Base iii- 
itiiudc ! Nauseous creatures ! Perhaps you nay 
iiik I am in a passion. No, Sir, I do assure you 1 
ver was more composed in my life, and yet it is 
ough to provoke a saint to see how unreasonably 
} are treated by the men. Why now, there's my 
sbaiul— a good-enough sort of a man in the main — 
1 1 will give you a sample of him. He comes into 
3 parlour the other the day, where, to be sure, I 
ts cutting up a piece of linen. ^ Lord !" says he, 
A'hat a flutter here is ! I canH bear to see the par- 
jr look like a tailor's ^op : besides, I am ^oing to 
ike some important philosophiccd expenments, 
d must have sufficient room." You must know 
jT husband is one of your would-be philosophers, 
ell, I bundled up my linen as quick as 1 coulu, and 
gan to dam a pair of ruffles, which took no room, 
d could give noofifence. I thought, however, I 
)uld watch my lord and master^s important busi- 
ss. In about half an hour the table was covered 
th al! manner of trumpery ; bottles of wa*er^ ^hvhi^ 
12 * 
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iud before, ipan^"™" 
any one operal?"; .Li 
white-waBh scribbler, thai 
our oloBtts beco""> fum 
bowls, cracked tumblBis 
if tea-pots, and stopper 
say, 1 toot a •'"'.™ ' 
philosophic husband ha 
Hit, like Haiience on a 
but it worked Inwaidly . 
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^u do ?^ ** O Lord ! I ani almost fatigued to death : 
1 have been all the moming makug philosophical 
experiments.*' I was now more liaraiy put to it to 
smother a laug^ than I had been just before to con- 
tain my rage ; my preeioui went out soon after, and 
I, as you may suppose, mustered all my forces - 
brushes, buckets, soap, sand, limesklns and cocoa- 
nut sheUfl, with all the powers of housewifery, wer(; 
immediately employed. I was certainly the best 
philosopher of the two ; for my experiments succeed- 
ed, anu his did not All was well again, except 
my poor carpet — my vitriolizcd carpet, which siil! 
contmued a mournful momento of philosophic fur}'. 
or rather philosophic folly. The operation was 
scarce over, when in came my experimental philo- 
sopher, and told me, with all tlie indifference in tliu 
world, that he had invited six gentlemen to dimr 
with him dd tliree o^clock. It was then past one. 
.^^^nplained of the short notice ; ** Poh ! poii I" 
^^^Rie, ** you can get a leg of mutton, and a loin oi 
^li, and a few potatoes, which will do well enougii.*^ 
Heavens ! what a chaos ri.ust the head of a philo- 
sopher be ! a leg of mutton, a loin of veal and pota- 
toes ! I was at a loss whether I should laugh or U- 
angry; but there was no time for determii)in<: : 1 
had but an hour and a half to do a world of bu^ine.''^ 
in. My carpet, which had suffered in the cause oi 
experimeatal philosophy in the morning, was drs 
tined to be more shamefully dishonoured in tlie 
afternoon by a deluge of nasty tobacco juice. — 
Gentlemen smokers love segars better than car- 
pets. Think, Sir, what a women must endure under 
such circumstances; and then, after all, to bo re- 
proached with her cleanliness, and to have hoi- 
white-washings,- her scourings, and scrubbing-; 
made the subject of ridicule, it \b more than pa- 
tience can put up with. What I have now exhib- 
ited is but a small specimen of the injuries we sus- 
tain from the boasted superiority of men. But 
we will not be laughed out of our cleanliness. A 
woman would rather be called any thin^t.l\9Av^^Uv<^ 
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FINAL SPEECH OF DR. FRANKLIN IN THE 
LATE FEDERAL CONVENTION.* 

MR. PRDIOIiSIT, 

I CONFESS that I do not entirely approve of this 
constitution at presant; but. Sir, I am not sure I 
shall never approve it; for having lived long, f 
have experienced many instances of being obliged, 
by better information, or fuller consideration, to 
change opinions even on important subjects, which 
1 once thought right, but found to be otherwise. It 
is, therefore, that the older I grow, the more apt I 
^h^to doubt my own judgment, and to pay more 
^Rpect to the judgment of others. Most men, in- 
deed, as well as most sects in religion, think them- 
selves in possesion of all truth, and that whenever 
others dnkt ficom them, it is so far error. Steel, a 
protestant, in a dedication tells the pope, that, ** the 
only difference between our two churches, in their 
opinions of the certainty of their doctrines, is, the 
Kbmish church is infoUible, and the church of 
En^and never in the wtoiag.** But, though many 
private persons think almost as highly of their ovm 
infoUibiii^ as that of their sect, few express it so 
naturally as a certain French lady, who, in a little 
dispute with her sister, said, **I don*t know it 
happens, sister, but I meet with nobo(ty but myself 
that is alwap in the right** II n*y a qiu nun qui a 
tonjourt rataon. In these sentiments, Sir, I agree 
to this constitution, with all its fiuilts, if they are 



* Oar niMM for MerHtiaf thit tf—tk to Dr. Frtoklin^ m« vv.x 
iitoml ttidsww, and iu ImtIbk tp(t»x«d iiVi!bi\aa taxm ^<qsS».'^\Lvw 
Ji/!t*tiam aacpatndkfi, In an' Annrloaa ^T\oiL\ei\ ^>xV:ve»»N»t^> 
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shall act heartily and unanimouslr in recommending 
this constitution, wherever our influence may extend, 
and turn our future thoughts and endeavours ty tiic 
means of having it well lulministered. 

On the whole Sir, I cannot help expressing a wish, 
that every member of the Convention, who may still 
have objectitHis, would with me, on this occasion, 
doubt a little of his own infallibility, and, to make 
manifest our unanimity put his name to this instru- 
ment 

[The motion was then made for adding the last 
ibrmula, viz. 

Done in Conventicm, by the unanimous consent, 
Slc. which was agreed to, and added accordingly. 



•PEEFERENCE OF BOWS AND ARROWS 
IN WAR TO FIRE-ARMS. 

TO MAJOR-OENKRAL LEI. 

Philadelphia, Feb. 11, 1776. 

DEAR SIR, 

The bearer, Mons. Arundel, is directed by the Con 
gress to repair to General Schuyler, in order to br 
employed by him in the artillery service. He proposes 
to wait on you in his way, and has requested me to 
introduce him by a line to you. He has been an 
officer in the French service, as you will see by his 
commissions; and, professiiog a good will to our 
cause, I hope he may be useful in instructing oul- 
gunners ana matrosses: perhaps he may advise in 
opening the nailed cannon. 

I received the inclosed the other day from an offi- 
cer, Mr. Newland, who served in thfi two Va.<s^.>M'a.^%^ 
uidwaaknown by General Gates, ^Yio «^oYr.vj^?^ ^ 
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daciiiva: dun jobt piopond lelniui Iskgus tnd 
cOTBDUi win go bonir dDwn, uul Mrtiapa man oT 
our odwr Hiing BMUunt be adopted 
' I «D •1*«T> glad to heai ftom jan, but I do not 
daeBrra jam bnun, being ao bad a coneoMHidnil. 
Mymawilliiowhaidlj aene me to write by night, 
and JwM riwtt daji ban besn aU taken up by auch 
varied ctf bunneia that 1 eeldom can lii dowa ten 
miBUlM irilhout IjMeiraptioii, God gira you auccet? 
I am, with tbe gteateit eiteem, 
Toura affiaetkmstel;. 



* ON THE THEORY OF THE EARTH. 



D abU aociuva. 

PaM7, September St, ITSS. 



1 aiTuaN ^ papen witli tame cmRCttons. I did 
not find coal minaa, under the caleaisoui rock lu 
Detbyibite. — 1 ooly imnaifced, tbat at the lowest 
pan of that locky iDOUDtatiii wbioh iraa in ngbi. 



lelerel oftbe aBa,ai tbecoal m 
Whiteharen were below, it nemed a proof that then 
had been > great bouleveraement in the lurfsca ol 
itial island, anne part of it having been depiested un- 
der the aea, and other paita, wbicti had been under 
it, being niied above il. Such changes in the aiipec- 
ficial parta of the globe teemed to me unlikely ia^v^ 
ji^n, if ilio earth ireni eoMM vVs ww.ie, Xv'ra.w.. 
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uir when heated, is in proportioi 

central air niiglit afford anothe; 
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nal fires; though, as you obsen 

faction of water, coming into con 

Jivdy be an agent sufliciently slroi 

when acting between tlie iuciunb 

^\ hjch it rests. 

, If one njight indulge iinagin 
.!»nv such a globe was formed, 
■hat all the elements in separate 
gmally mixed in confusion, and 
space, they would as soon (as so< 
iiat ordained gravity, or tiie mutu; 
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r mattttr miied with the lifter air, would dssceod, 
the two, meetiug, would lorm the shell of the first 
I, leaving the upper atmosphere nearly clear, 
original movement of the parts towards their 
noil centre would form a whirl there; which 
d continue in the turning of the new-formed globe 
. its axis, and the greatest diameter of the shell 
d be in its equator. If by any accident aftcr- 
!s the axis should be changed, the dense internal 
by altering its form, must burst the shell, and 
1^ sdl its substance into the confusion in which v;t 
iL I will sot trouble you at present with my 
es concerning the manner of forming the rest of 
iystem. Superior beings smile on our theories, 
it our presumption in making tliem. 1 will just 
ion that your observation of the ferrueinous na- 
3f the lava, which is throvai out firom toe depths 
ir volcanoes, gave me |reat pleasure. It has 
been a supposition of mine, that the iron con- 
d in the substance of the globe has made it capa- 
tf becomia^, as it is, a great magnet ; that the 
of magnetism exists pcrliaps in all space ; eo 
ihcre is a magnetical Nurth and South ot the uni- 
, as well as of iliis globe ; and that if it were 
ble for a man to Hy from star to star, lie might 
n Ills course by the compass ; tliat it was by Uic 
r of tliis general magnetism this globe became u 
:ular magnet. In soft or hot iron the fluid of 
etism is naturally diffused eoually ; when with- 
) influence of a magnet, it is orawn to one end oi 
-on, made denser there and rarer at tlie other, 
e the iron continues soft and hot, it is onlv a 
nrary magnet : if it cools or grows hard in tiiat 
lion, it h^mes a permanent one, the magnetic 
not easily resuming its equilibrium. Perhaps 
y be owing to the pcnnanent magnetism of this 
, which it had not at first, that its axis is at pre- 
£pt parallel to itself, and not liable to the changes 
merly suffered, which occasioned the rupture of 
ell, the submersions and emersi(ms of its lands, 
he confusion of its seasons. The present polar 
equatorial diameters differing from eo^c^ v:k>kvvi.\ 
ten Je8g(!es, it is easy to couac\\«*., \'^ ^'^^^ ^w.w^'^^ 
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P. S. I have heard that chendstt can by their 
art decompose stone and wood, extracting a conside- 
rable quantity of water from the one, and air from 
the other. U seems natural to conclude from this, 
that water and air were ingredients in their originBl 
composition : for men cannot make new matter of 
any kind. In the same manner do we not suppose, 
that when we consume combustibles of ail kmds, • 
and produce heat or light, we do not create tlie heat 
or light, we only decompose a substance which re- 
ceived it originally as a part of its composition P 
Heat may thus be conaytered as originally m a fluid 

,te ; but, attracted uy organized bodies in their 

f}wth, becomes a part of the solid. Besides this, 
can conceive thaL in the first assemblage of the 
particles of this earm ii compoeed, each brought its 
portion of the loose heat that had been connected 
with it and the whole, when pretnd tc^gsther, pre- 
dueed the internal fire which still - *^ *- 






LOOSE THOUGHTS ON THE UNIVEB* 
SAL FLUID, &c. 

Ftafly,June25, 1784. 

UfliTEKSAL space, as .%r as we know of it, seems tu 
ke filled with a subtle fluid, whose motion, or vibra* 
tion, is called U^t 

This fluid may possibly be the same with that 
which, being attracted by and entering into other 
more solid matter, dilates the substance, I7 sepa- 
rating the constituent particles, and so rendering 
some solids fluid, and maintaining the fluidity of 
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» fluid to UAOiint^ with the matters to which it is 
ichcd, as smoke or vapour ? 
3oes it not seem to nave a great ^mity w'nh 
tcr, since it will quit a solid to unite with tliat 
(1, and go off with it in vapour, leaving the solid 
d to the loucli, and tiie degree measurable by the 
rmometor ? 

The vapour rises attached to this fluid ; but at 
;crtain ncight they separate, and the vapour dc- 
nds in rain, retaiiihigi)ut little of it, in snow or 
1 less. What becomes of tliat fluid? Does it rise 
>vc our atmosphere, and mix equally with the 
Ivcr&al mass of the same kind ? Or docs a spheri- 
stratum of it, denser, or less mixed with air, at- 
cted by this globe, and repelled oi pushed up only 
a certain height fiom its surface, by the greater 
ight of air remain there surrounding the globe, 
:l proceeding with it round the sun? 
[n such case, as there may be a continuity or com- 
inication of this fluid through the air quite down to 
! earth, is it not by ^e vibrations given to it by the 

I that light appears to us ; and may it not be, that 
?ry one of the infinitely small vibrations, striking 

II mon matter with a ccrt£un force,enter its substance, 
i held there by attraction, and augmented by suc- 
;ding vibrations, till the matter has received as 
ich as their force ran drive into it ? 

Is it not tlius that the sur^e of this globe is con- 
ually heated by such repeated vibrations in the 
y, and cooled by the escape of that heat when 
jse vibrations are discontinued in the night, or in- 
cepted and reflected bv clouds ? 
Is It not thus that fire is amassed, and makes tlie 
3atest part of the substance of combustible bodies ? 
Perhaps when this globe was first formed, and its 
iginal particles took their place at certain distances 
>m the centre, in proportion to their greater or less 
]ivity, the fluid fire, attracted towards that centre, 
ight in great part be obliged, as lightest, to take 
ace above the rest, and thus form the sphere of fire 
ove supposed, which would afterwards be continu- 
ly dftniiiishing by the siftstance it afforded to organ- 
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it, and burst when their inciuaea «ua w y«<« 
fied by the heat on the burning nuftces? 
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